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1'Cii, 7 ant to notice a public meeting of the inhabitants of 
’^ nv;.u • . belli at the Town Hall on Saturday tlie 2nd July 
v. m. for the purpose of considering tlie propriety of 
rhdizing the Secretary of State on the subject of the. 
proposed withdrawal of State aid from English education, 
than two thousand persons were present, and all classes of 
the null to community were represented on the occasion. On 
lie uiotijon oi Baboo Bajacoomara Rai Ohouclhuri of Barripur, 
‘»i;on«h-d l»y Camara Girisachundra Singha of Paikparn, Babu 


loi k Hip chair. 

Mu: Ulo.-.ing U \ li of the Delegates from the Districts : 

or Place. 

Names oj Delegates. 

\. Balusoro 

• Babu Brindabono Chunder Mundul. 

i, r.incoovah 

... „ Upendro Chuudor Mojoomdar 

X Ihliwt 

i „ Eajkristo Bunerjea aud 


1 , f Omrito N r auth Bose. 


IV' rjupore 
B» artdioom 
on k ram pore 
hamporc 



Raj Coomar Roy Chow-lry. 
JDwarka Nautli Ohuckerbuttyi 
Chunder Mndub Ghose, b. l. 

Dcno Nauth (I.ingooly. 

0reejaxunlrer .Mojooimlar.' 

Tasur Olumder Chuckorbutty. 

Tara Naulh Chuckerbutty. m. a. 
Ilunanauih jBUutUcIiarjea, m, a 

. fc i * 
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District or Place . 
fw^Halleeshahur 

10. Jes&ore (Tewn) 

„ Amivta Bazar 

11. JungypOre 

12. Maunbhoom (Furulia 

13. Midnapore 

14. Pubna 

15. Raj shave 

16. Krishnaghur 
IT. S antipore 


Karim, of Delegates. 

Gopanl Cliunder Banerjea. 
Bungsliee Dhur Sein. 

Debemlro Clmnder Ghose, b. l. 
Gour Soonder Chowdry. 

Issur Clnuulor Gbosal. 

Kartick Chunder Mittra, m. a. 
Hurfisli Chunder Surmuh. 

Jadub Chunder Sircar. 

Jadoo aSTautli Roy Bahadoor. 

Din Doyal Poramanick. 

Iho Chairman in opening the business of the Meeting said :— 
Gentlemen, l thank you heartily for the honor you have done 
me by electing me your Chairman. I will do my best, and I 
trust I will gain your approbation. Gentlemen, the subject 
which will be discussed at this meeting is of great national 
importance, and I am sure all of you are as much alive to it 
as 1 aiu. 1 shall therefore not dwell'much on the subject, but 
leave you to do what you think proper. However, let me tell 
you, gentlemen, that in sending your petition to England you ' 
suould otserve ' every moderation and be respectful in your 
language. If you do so I am quite sure the English nation will 
sympathise with you. When I say the English nation will 
:.ympathi with you. I mean lords, commoners, merchants 
tradespeople, ami even the missionaries who create so much 
mischief and confusion in our families. ( Hear Hear and 
laughter. J Gentlemen, I regret very much that the Government 
.hould think ii advisable to withdraw' aid from English educa¬ 
tion. 1 hope before they do so they will take into consideration 
tm benefits which our country ha* already derived from English 
rdu. ation. If that education had not been introduced, you 
v oukl not have soon so many of my countrymen holding 
n -ponsibl. situ..iions in the State, and adorning different walks 
oi life. 1, therefore, mceroiy and earnestly tru i that the 
Government will not withdraw this boon. (Cheers), Gentlemen, 

1 have much pletuun. iu tc’ilng you that the people of the 
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£usil, both orthodox and educated, have evinced a lively 


Tutero.st in this meeting. They have sent delegates here to 
the working of it, and I trust these delegates will be satisfied 
that wo have done all wo could to secure the interests of tho 


public. Before concluding T must inform you that in the pro 
gramme there arc a several resolutions. It will take perhaps 
live or six hours to conclude the business, and 1 will, therefore, 
propose that the speakers will be as brief as possible so that the 
business of this -evening may be terminated without the aid of 
lights or candles. ( Lawjhter.) With those observations 1 
leave you to do what you think best and proper. .Before l 
resume mv scat X will ask the Secretary to read the correspon¬ 
dence which he has received from the Moffusil on this subject. 
( A pplat'se.) 

Babu Kristodas Pal said that he had received a letter from 
no less a personage than the Maharajah of Bill’d wan, expiessing 
his “ unqualified sympathy with the object of the meeting,” 
and “heartily wishing it success.” He obsers ed that the most 
gratifying feature in this movement was that it had found 
response throughout the country, and that meetings had been 
Lt .d in almost all the districts of Bengal, Bellar, Orissa, and 
Assuin. He held in his hands t.lio proceedings of forty-three 
district meetings, and had much pleasure in introducing 
Delegates deputed from 17 districts. He also read two telegrams, 
one fiom Gow.dparah, As>ain, and the other from Dacca, an¬ 
nouncing local meetings. He then called 14*011 the Delegate? 
in present their respecthe reports. 

l’ ABD OfENDER ChUXDEU MOCK K RJEA, the Delegate fl OlU 
Thm cop rah, then rose and said :—Mr. Chairman and Gentle¬ 
men.-—I rise t<» represent the Educational interests of my native 
District, Baneooruh, better hi,./-. 1 : bv its old name the Jungle 
me]mls, or the land of tigers,. ben* ! and wild beasts, and Urn 
residence of half civil rv.d people. The object. Sir. which leu; 
brought us together under tin.-; roof is one. which interest all 





•( 4 ) 


<SL 


consideration tho propriety of memorializing His Grace 
l? g Secretary of State to disallow the proposed restrictions upon 
o'fgli or liberal education by withdrawing State assistance from 
English Schools and Colleges. The District of Baucoorah is 
notoriously poor, there are scarcely half a dozen moderately 
rich lamilies in it, and those who scud their children to thu 
English school have not the means to pay more than what*they 
are now paying. If what is contemplated be carried out it 
would be a virtual denial of education to a most important 
section of Her Majesty’s most loyal and devoted subjects. The 
District of Bancoorah was formed on its present footing on the 
1st oi September 1837, and in the year 1841 a Government 
school was started—(here tho Babu was asked by the Chairman 
to cut Short his speech, which he did) and in conclusion he said- 
Cnder these circumstances I hope His Grace the Secretary bf 
State will be pleased to give our memorial the very favorable 
consideration it deserves, and grant to us the boon which we 
i:>\e so long under Her Majesty’s benevolent Government been 
enjoying.. 

Babu Dwarka Nath Chuckorbutty, Delegate from Erorbhooin, 
then addressed the meeting. The other Delegates were also pro. 
pared to speak, but as time pressed, the Chairman regretted that 
ho could not do himself the pleasure of hearing thorn. He must go 
uu with tho business of the day. Itajuli Narcndra Krisna moved 
flic first resolution which was as follows :—“ That in the deli 
be rate judgment of this meeting the people of India have derived 
the greatest benefits social, moral and intellectual from tho system 
of cJuouti jii through the medium of tho English language inau¬ 
gurated bv the into Lord William Beutinck, and encouraged and 
supported by successive Governors-G acral; and that this mooting 
would regard 1 ; a national calamity the withdrawal or diminution 
«-.f the a.- : ri -iauco now afforded by tho otatc to English schools and 
alleges.” 

Ho said Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen. The question which 
h. i cJjh day brought .n In re, is the most momentous that can in¬ 
i' ha& * h'r.jly en^Otfaed the a lien I ion of 
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Europe ami America, and at ihc present day if is lieing 
lussed with unremitting ardour by ministers and statesm, , 
philosophers and philanthropists. I cannot presume to grasp it 
iu all its bearings, but shall endeavour to dwell upon some 
ol its most salient points. English education in Bengal, 
which has, under the fostering care of the British rule, boon 
advancing with rapid strides and hearing rich fruits, is threatened 
to be arrested by i sudden iiat of the Government of India—a fiat 
which, it is feared, is the expression of a phase of morbid thought 
working for some time in the minds of certain officials, and for 
which an era of financial deficit has boon supposed to be a fit 
occasion. It is upwards of a twelvemonth since, in an unlucky 
moment, the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal submitted to the 
consideration of the supremo Government, a scheme for the revi¬ 
sion of certain grades in the education service in the lower pro¬ 
vinces of Bengal attended with an increased expenditure of only 
TIs. 8 : 2 . 3 . It was received in the then boiling cauldron of fiscal 
cogitation and vaporised, and the upshot was, a resolution of the 
Financial Department couched in ominous words which, after 
declaring the inadmissibility of the additional expenditure on the 
score of the inadequacy of moans at the disposal of Government 
to meet it, enunciated a new and dangerous educational policy 
'Ibis resolution and the one which appeared in the Gazelle of the 
7th June of last year together with the previous correspondence 
on the subject of the education cess, between tho Governments of 
Lord Lawrence and of Bengal as well ns the pamphlet of Mr. 
Howell tho Undor-Secretary to the Government of India on 
education in Bengal, when analysed, furnish the following pro- 
positions ;— 

It i.s tho absolute July of the Brili->h Omcruiuont to qi\o * 
,, ' i )0 ° l 11 <J ; v98(‘S of tin* natives of Indi \ n primary education, 

/* lt ' . cI, ' mnul ‘ l, 7 Inhtr ‘ ' Ll011 tho vrnuu iJar in siinpla reading 
lin<1 wnUl 'S iuhi hl four tundamenlul ruhv, of Arillum ti«\ 

. ~"‘ l the state to provide cjemeularv iu 

education. 
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of tlie many, should not be 

s dut on high education for a few. 

4th, The expense which the State has hitherto incurred for 
English education in Bengal, although it has borne good fruits, 
has been an ever-increasing burden which has been weighing 
heavily on its finances, and the means at its disposal for the 
development of education, is very limited. 

5th. The motives which induced the natives to seek English 
education, are prima facie sufficient for its rapid development 
without any contribution from the imperial finances. 

Gth. In Bengal, the most intellectually advanced province of 
India the desire for vernacular education or for education in 
order to develop the intellectual powers, apart from the immediate 
purpose of securing material advantages, does not exist. 

On the admission of the principles involved in these preposi¬ 
tions, the conclusion is drawn that it is high time Govern men 
should withdraw all aid from English educational institutions 
which must be left to the voluntary system, and encourage the 
establishment of elementary vernacular schools to be maintained 
mainly by local contributions, fees and cesses on land, and by 
such minimum help as it may h am proper to afford in confor¬ 
mity with the grauts-in-aid system. Education, in its proper 
sense, is simply civilisation, and it would be a truism in the 
19th century to say that it is the highest fuuction of Govern¬ 
ment to give to ovory subject, rich or poor, the soundest possible 
training. Language is but the vehicle of knowledge, it mailers 
little whether the. most advanced knowledge is conveyed to the 
mind through the English or any of the vernaculars of India, 
through the Hebrew or Pu-ht-oOi Indeed, it would be an 
ad vantage i; a people if the native tongue contain such stores, 
because less time would be sp nt in mastering it. Confining 
our remarks to Bengal, it may be asked, can the Bengalee 
language lay claim to the profession of those intellect mi l treasures 
which arc embodied, in some of tho languages of the f 

and with tbu mgalivi answer that uin-t be given to (his «picry T 
English education for all closes who wish t.c a vail vf it would. 
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iqqjcar to be a necessity, but as for obvious reasons it cannot 
roach the masses, progressive ideas in all departments of kn . r- 
b dge, must be gradually vernaculurised by tlie recipients of 
English education, and reappear in translations for their use, 
and teachers should be trained to instruct them. This combined 
system already inaugurated by statesmen of the highest 
eminence, a Bentinck, an Auckland, a Tiovelyan, and carried 
out by philanthropic and jealous coadjutors Such as a Ityan 
and a Cameron although in its incipient stage has proved by its 
success, the soundness of its basis. This is the rationale of the 
downward filtration theory—a theory which, despite the treat¬ 
ment it has received from flippant thoughtlessness, stands like 
a rock on the firm foundation of truth and history unshaken 
by the shafts of ridicule and the undermining influence of 
insinuating calumny. No limit can be assigned to the results 
of its practical application ; we expect our language to bo cast 
into a classic mould and rendered adequate to the expression 
ot the abstrusest ideas and the loftiest sentiments ; we expect 
the growth of an original national literature as healthy and vi¬ 
gorous us that ol England as reach and exhaustless as that of our 
Aryan, ancestors, and above all the acclimatization so to speak, of 
the ever-flourishing sciences and the arts of Europe and America, 
tl* * History ol the formation of the English language and of Eng- 
Ikh progress testifies that this is not an idle chimera. Already a 
\ydia Sagur with the aid of the pliant Sanscrit and under the 
guidance of a taste improved and refined by English culture ha?, 
shown how the ere while uncouth Bengullee can be made to com¬ 
pete in polish, elegance, and grandeur with the languages of the 
advanced nations of E rope—an Akshoy Ciunar, how it can be 
made the language of science and eloquence, and a Rajendroliud, 
bow it can bo fashioned into a vehicle for popular learning ; a fair 
beginning has been made rapid progress is developed, and the 
brightest prospects, ns 1 have hinted at, (though distant) are 
hoped for ; but as long as the hope is not realised, aa long an 
India, in respect of its vernacular and its teachers, reach not the 
present and the luminous portion, of the post of England in 





respect of its English and intellectual giants, so long any scheme 
oi. Instruction for the natives, which recommends a divorce liom 
English education, cannot but end in a miserable fiasco—it would 
be simply suicidal. But the blundering dogma goes still further, 
it enunciates I may sny the duty of our Government in the follow¬ 
ing words.—Give up English education, teach the people simply 
to read and write in their, own languages and to perform sums 
in elementary arithmetic (with ease and satisfaction to them¬ 
selves) and make their tether of such length that they graze not 
in richer fields of knowledge :—surely it is impossible with¬ 
out a clue to fathom the wisdom of such a measure. How vast 
the sacrifice. How miserably poor the gain if gain, at all it 
can be culled. To confine education within this narrowly pres¬ 
cribed limit, is to forget its true import, to ignore its objects and 
aim, and to misunderstand tho free mission of an enlightened 
Government. On the other hand, it is thought desirable to 
demolish the great structure* built by English education, to 
undo the noble deeds of beneficent statesmen, to paralyse tho 
opening mind, to withdraw the elevating influence of western 
knowledge, to contract to nothingness tho sphere of usefulness 
of the native Indian subjects, and to smother their highest 
hopes and aspirations. There, is another important phase of 
the question, the absolute pauperism of the masses, on which 
a good deal may be said, but as the Bengal Government has, 
already, very properly drawn attention to it, I have only to 
remark that they must have food with the food of mind. When 
France, after the resolution, called all her children to receive 
instruction, the pupils could not have attended schools had they 
: ot had a remuneration of four sons a day. Those who advocate 
ns non-progressive primary education, would only extend over a 
larger area—education us a degree higher or lower than that 
which prevails in tho lower strata of our society, as the re 
f-.iduuru of an antecedent but effete civilisation. But does Mr. 
Howell expect from a training of tin's sort, tho evolution of 
. power wherewith the strongholds of superstition and ignorance, 
w; uld be battered, of a moral regeneration and development of 
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ITy.sic.il resources which would save a prison rate and a pauper 
rale. Is this Iho summumbonum to be kept in view, ar is 
English education to be condemned u as the mere pursuit of a 
luxury, as the cultivation of tulips and exotics.” Sir A. Alison, 
m his History of Europe, lias by the light of educational and 
criminal statistics of France and Russia, shown that if elementary 
instruction bo called education, there is a direct ratio between 
education and the increase of crimes. Mr. Hill, in his work on 
“ crime,” proves that the inverse ratio cannot be established with 
a quantity of parrot-like knowledge,” with an education which 
means the “ mere capability of reading and writing” and “ ignores 
a systematic development of the different powers of the body and 
mind” and Dr. Elam, in his essay on “ Moral and Criminal Epi¬ 
demics” says, :< an education which merely instructs will encour¬ 
age crime, one which co-ordinates the faculties ot the mind, which 
gives exercise to reason and judgment, will elevate his position 
in the scale of creation and turn those faculties to the service of 
his iellow-crealurcs which otherwise would bo employed to their 
destruction. ’ The only intelligible sound policy of a primary 
education, is that it must he progressive oven to the extent of 
making our “ weaver at the loom bend over the Priuoipia of 
Newton” and form, in its advanced stage, the basis of a technical 
education—an education which, for India, i* an absolute neces¬ 
sity and illo only source of her future prosperity, but which 
would leave to the choice of our^artizans cither to found their 
Indian Manchester and Sheffield or to plain their own benches 
for their future seals as dispensers of justice. We arc indebted 
to Mr. Ilowoil for bis having thrown out hints in this direction, 
but ho is wrong a- 1 shall have occasion to shew in supposing 
if not to bo the duty olT*o\eminent to support si.-.U an education. 
But how can ibis technical education U- possible without : u be.g 
in all departments and grab- of science in i; College* and 1 if- 
^ersitiui—an ol»j i*tfur which England it. ell u Marring and yearn 
ing. Thu true irieml* *>f our country, should, therefore, rccom- 
mend a till liiylmi ’■pc., training than that which goes uruU.jc 
t!.** umue >i b'.;h 1 ' .;li b •lucalb.m, and urge on Howrunient j 
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v it not only ibr its own sake anil fur the interest of tlior.c 
vv 1 receive it, but for the very masses who appeal to our sym¬ 
pathy. Let us have our Politeehnica with their Vovschule or 
preparatory schools like those in Germany, which are all Govern¬ 
ment establishments, but let us also have Government institutions 
for high education with a complete curriculum of the sciences. 
It may be said why raise a hue and cry against the intention of 
Government to condemn English education when it has made no 
declaration to that effe ct, it only proposes the increase of school¬ 
ing-fees and the withdrawal of scholarships and other grants. Let 
us see what would be the effect of such a measure. The appre¬ 
ciation of hirrh English education as an intellectual culture aiming 

t # ^ 

at the elevation of the race, is generally confined to that in¬ 
telligent class of the natives of Bengal, which is the least able to 
pay for it; it is also valued at the passport to preferment, but 
its primary importance is never lost sight of by it. It is this 
class which ha: generally supplied youths who have been the 
pride of our educational institutions who have held positions of 
high honor and responsibility under tiie State, who have be¬ 
come useful members of society and have formed as it were the 
vanguard of our civilization. Our men of wealth, of varied 
castes and shades of faith, and stations in society, have various 
ideas of education." jSornc send their children to English schools 
as a matter of form, some to qualify them for the practical good of 
life or for contact with high officials or for an ambitious career ; 
l>tii a very f$W for tho casting of the mind into a liner mould. 
Those boys again who are not generally distinguished for any 
great ardour for their studies “ continue at their alma maters so 
long as they are not drawn away by a love of pleasure, by their 
guardian’s ideas of their proficiency, by a lich inheritance or by 
the temptation of a l nniam^hip. ,, Who is then to suffer from the 
new ^•heiiie ? Surelv the Pater fan i.'Uas, who under the greatest 
privation and hold-hip seeks to provide for his goodly number of 
on* ai.d those of relatives under his charge, a thorough Knglish 
education it Would prove to him in these hard times of crushing 
taxation, the hvil straw on the back of cam-.! This i lateo r - 
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coupled with the statement of the Director of Puhlic 
turn, confirmed hy that .>f the Lieutenant-Governor that th 
present lee rates arc by no means low compared with the corres¬ 
ponding rates in all the most highly civilized countries of the 
world, and that they arc in the main as 'high as can bo reason- 
alily fixed with reference to the circumstances, of the people of 
Lcngal 1 cannot but lead to the irresistible? conclusion shared in by 
all our countrymen that the withdrawal or curtailment of state 
niv'. and a further enhancement of schooling fees of institutions 
under the patronage of Government, would be tantamount to 
proscribing English education and nipping the bud of its good 
trails. Mv. Howell, very properly, suggests to look to England 
and Europe for advice where they succeeded, and warning where 
they failed. The grand results of' the educational scheme of 
Germany which is generally followed by continental Europe have 
been described in impressive language by Mr. iloseoe. In Eng¬ 
land although some of the old universities now receive pnrlia 
mentary grants and others have been often endowed by Royal 
munificence, her educationalists, representing the highest intellec- 
of the land, deplore tho want of sullicient ai l from Governnon- 
mslitutions which already receive somo assistance from it. They 
say that “ individual enterprise which it is so easy glibly to pr. - 
nounce as the incarnation of vigour, ha3 not borne the fiuit at 
home, which (2ovcrinn_*nt support with it supposed ema-eulating 
tcmleuey, has vivlded abroad, and that there is only an apparent 
noble independence in the attempt to .h> that singlc-humied w l,n % 
single hands are proved iucapablo of doing. 0 

Advice then from llio continent of Europe and warning from 
Engl md intensified by tho late move lor edueati >u reform support 
the necessity of Government a hi to high education as well teeht 
ideal instiaetiuii. The objection that ti . stair has no moral right 
to Wl v lands raised by th.: taxation of all it> members for Urn 
benefit oi the lew which has been niimd against >Uto aid \>j high 
< duration, can,e, with it, ih ,wn ixfuialimi If this thben b c 

'"”ee(, it would < ondenm e-v. it j -iM. c lu me of pahlm exper 
diture which cannot directly benefit all | cmdmUe Hu- t. mlit 
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l in proportion to his exact contribu¬ 
tion, which is an impossibility. This theory errs also in ignoring 
' indirect advantages of high education enjoyed by the mass. 
Do 3 *ou not see how the country at largo is on edited by its im¬ 
proving the public services in every department—how without it 
could wo find a worthy soul for the ermine or the toga, an able 
educator, a skilful physician and a thorough engineer. An Adam 
Smith and a Stuart Mill declare it profitable to the state to afford 
high education. England also exclaims Government must not 
plead economy as an excuse for not giving education, for “ the 
highest economy comes out of wise expenditure.” Why should 
the ominous trisyllable deficit be urged in defence of the pros¬ 
cription of English education or Civilization. Let it rather set 
our Eulers on the alert against uncontrolled expenditure in works 
which compared to education are but state pageants. (LqUcI 
applause.) 

Babu Kajendiulala Mittra in seconding the resolution said 
that, as the question of what should bo the proper medium of 
education had once again been revived, it was well that hi 
countrymen had thought lit publicly to. give expression to tlicir 
opinion and wishes in regard to it. And it was highly gratifying 
to notice from the proceedings, laid on the tabjo, of the scveial 
numerously attended and respectable meetings that had lately 
been held in different park? of this province and Uie deputations 
that had been scut to the Calcutta meeting, the perfect unani 
mi y 'which prevailed among the Hindu community in the 
Mo fuss il dll this ! lost important subject It was the mere grati 
fyiie, to observe that Hie high and the low, the rich and the 
poor, the twice-born Brahman and the degraded washerman, tin- 
urban and the rustic, were all of ono accord. Every mail who 
was able to think was of opinion that tho moral and mak-rial 
.incomem, of the people depended on a wide ditlusion ol 
i; pe..n Ivuowh dgo in llm country. Nor had that opinion been 
|</r» •■! by the sigh' of sun*by <:*ivs aim mumbs vhhli had 
. 11 n uoui the official table to if lot u u fort tuck* few—u meio 
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tlic ocean—but after a. careful survey of the condition 
ancl tho most urgent wants • Bengali Society. In Calcutta 
dial opinion was arrived at more than half a century ago, wL^.i 
the people so warmly seconded the exertion of that.great phikui* 
fhropist# David Hare, to establish the late Hindu College, 
and hundreds of boys crowded tho forms of that institution. 

A few years subsequently one of the noblest of tlic Hindu race, 
the late Baja Rammohuu. Boy, heartily joined the Anglicists and 
raised his powerful voice against the mistaken orientalists of 
the period ; and there lias not been a single instance since 
that time in which an intelligent man of Bengal had demurred 
to the diffusion of tlio western unguages and literature in his 
native laud. This universal unanimity, spoke for itself, and 
needed no comment. It settled the question definitively as 
regards the people of this country. It may appear strange, con¬ 
tinued tho Bairn, that at a time when the brave and patriotic 
Poles arc exerting their jitmost to defend their national language 
which has been ussj&cd at tho point of the bayonet by au 
inexorable autocrat, we here should cry for a foreign fonguo 
when our kind hearted rulers wish to diffuse tbo blessings ot 
education through the vernaculars of our country. But, Sir, in 
Poland the vernacular is of the highest political importance; 
^t ia tbo great boaud of union ; it holds the people together as 
distinct from tho-other races of Europe; it preserves for them 
the annals of all that is dear to them, and contains a store of 
literature and science fully suilicient for all their requirements. 
Our YOnuu ulars, ou the other hand, (and we have many where 
the Poles have only oue) uro poor and undeveloped, and servo 
"lily to divide and disunite use. AVc yield not to the Poles in 
our love for our cfuinti y and our race ; but we t*vl that the 

best way to love them is to promote their welfare. It was well 
in the primitive states of society to defend every thing that 
was national, for i f v. as then a question, of life and death ; luif” 
ich a pairioti:.m in tie present day would b<« .» <ur and you 
ahou.ld have none <>! o. Ii patriotiam me.ne vn insru uile low. 
"I e\i i v tliie * tji.o i oie, vhul a "'W'd Oji knl, a',y:«\ with 
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sni. If ii is to teach us to rest satisfied with our 


) '»os aiul pennies, our language and our civilization, as tin y 
n^.v stand, the less we have of it the hotter. Such patriotism 
requires us to hug our cpiii^and remain intellectual bondsmen, 
forever. True patriotism, however, is not a blind adherence to 
ancient customs, but an intelligent love for the welfare and 
advancement of bur race, and if you really wish to serve your 
country, you should not hesitate a moment to spurn every thing 
that stands in the way of progress ; and import from foreign 
hmd whatever is calculated to raise her in the scale of nations. 
Our history, our traditions, our ancient glory, are preserved 
in a language which has long since ceased to be current, and 
it is impossible to revive it. It can now only serve ns a menu 
ment of tho past, and not the instrument of future amelioration." 
Our vernaculars arc more media of speech and til but totally 
devoid of such scientific and literary loro as can raise a nation 
and sail-IV our intellectual wants. Our only resource there¬ 
fore is to borrow what wc want from iho*b who will lndp us, 
and who can assist us better in this respect than the noble 
race which now sways the destiny of this country 1 Time was 
when the languages of Greece and Rome were supposed to 
represent all that was noblo and great for the culture of tho 
human mind. But. that time has long since passed away. 
The languages of Germany, Franco and England have gone 
far ahead of them, and no man can now bo billed truly learned 
who has not acquired a thorough knowl dgc. of at least one 
of them and of tho magniiiccut stock of science and literature 
that they have amassed. For us the language of England Ins 
tho greatest cm»um:ndation It is fully as rich, if not richer, 
than those of France and Germany, and it has at the same time 
many advantage, which the others do not i > . . >s. Those Pal 


vantages may be all expressed in a tangle scutum \ it is the 
language of our Government. If you wish j be <m tihln 1 t\vyer 


v»m must, barn it j it' you d» di< to Imv. (lu bailors of tin 
bench you me;’ I- irn it , if > on wish to be a eomp« buiti seria 
t«u i. l jcgidalct you min! again b arn it. l>o y«m ’ i:h to *b tin- 
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/yourself iu the healing art, you must learn Englis 
you if you desire wealth by foreign commerce. Fory 
none of the sciences of modern Europe can be more readily 
acquired than through the medium of English, and even for a 
thorough study of the history of your own national classic, 
Hie Sanskrit, you must have a competent knowledge of English 
literature. Can you afford to gi\ o up such a language—such 
an Aladiu’s lamp of knowledge- for the sake ot a mistaken 
patriotism ? 


It has been said by a learned gentleman, high in Government 
service, and performing tho duties of a minister of Public In- 
Ha notion in India, that high education is not of essential service' 
to society, and it serves only to make u ' tulips and exotics” of 
us ; but will you, and will Europe, on dorse the opinion that 
tho llercheli and Humboldts and Stephensons of society arc 
mere •* tulips.” like tares in a wheat field, ami that those who 
have just placed a girdle round half the ci rcumstan ce of the 0 
tdobo wc inhabit, are of no os sentinl service to the community t . 
ft may be that it is more arduous forms to acquire, in a foreign 
language, what people in Europe learn in their own vernaculars ; 
but it is neither impossible nor particularly difficult. It is only 
a year ago that one of you in a competitive examination He od 
second in English amidst three hundred of the ilowor of Eng- 
land’s youth, lie was weighted for a welter and bad to run 
against feather weights, and ho won with ease. I have no 
doubt that there are hundreds, if nut thousands, amongst you 
who could do the same under like circumstances. 

It him been urged by the gentleman whom I have already 
adverted to, that no body prevents ns from learning English or 
any other language wc choose, but the Government is not bound 
to provide for 1 . But this doctrine appears to me quite . 
consist mi nj that nbeat tulip; and »'\utic:-;. The gentleman 
lunudf admits that it is the duty of Go vornment to provide for 
the education of llm people ; and if so, it must follow uua matloi 
ol coning J hat the < 1 tealiou provided, should 1 e good m . Min t 
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and useful, and not a shadow which, to quote the langiugi- of 
aeuulay, can bring to Llie recipient neither bread nor honor. 
It has been all along held in every part of the civilized wot Id, 
tluit the glory and greatness of a nation depend.upon the sum 
total of knowledge acquired by its foremost representatives, and 
not upon the extent, of the area over which it is sprinkled in 
drops. Greece was great because she had her Homer and Soc¬ 
rates and Plato. Home was likewise great because of her Philo¬ 
sophers and Poets and:Historians ; neither on account of any 
popular education, -for they had none, and die bulk of their 
population was made* up of helots. England u great and truly 
great, but has she achieved that gteafenoss by any system 
of widespread elementary education? No: her greatness 
depends upon her scholars and her scientific men. Take them 
away and she will at once sink to the position of Spain or Portu¬ 
gal, If then the greatness of a nation depends upon the extent 
to which liberal education is cultivated in it, is clearly tho duty 
of the British Indian Government to offer every encouragement 
to high education in this country, and not to let it take care oi 
itself, in order that Government resources alo»e may be devoted 
solely to that which is not by itself able to help the nation 
onward.,- a postponement of that which is of the utmost im¬ 
portance, for that whichiJf secondary consequence. In the cess 
despatch, just received, it is said u that the true wealth of a 
wliO and just Government lies in the growing wealth of its 
• people, and tho fiscal system which most encourages the accumu¬ 

lation and enjoyment of capital in private hands must in tho 
long run b< Mm most profitable to tho slate' and if eo, ih. 

< lu\a rniii-'ul i.; eh.mly hound to cm.ourag'. that kind of education 
most "which J j calculated to bo the most remunerative and not to 
deny it all encouragement because it leads to unit* ri d ndvan 
tagftdt. 1 ii European count lies every possible encouragement is 
held faith to university education, large annual grants bn* gi-.cn 
from the state exchequer for tho BUp|jorl of univei*s?liort. in 
Germany this amounts to ~‘J that for every thaler paid l.y the 
l • .hail Lit th- 1 v iy-,'f fee;- In Fran ; the Guvernmejo. allov 


s 100 Its.. fur student, ami in Italy io no less than 227 
iiii., against an average of only 10 Rs., in Bengal. Turnin'- 
from the continent to England we find the magnificent endow - 
incuts of Jier Colleges are due to a great ex ten t^to gifts of laud by 
former .sovereigns, and the state allowance to tho Queen’s 
College in Dublin and the Maynooth grant shew that the princi- 
l 4 l£bus not been lost sight of in tho present day. No doubt many 
oi tho endowments of English Colleges are duo to private chari¬ 
ties, but those charities did nob flow in all at once. Centuries 
passed away before they attained their present proportions, and 
m India the sumo may be expected in a much shorter time. 
Within the last fourteen years, that the Calcutta university has 
boon in existence, private benefactions for the support of colle¬ 
giate education have poured in to tho extent of nearly seven laca 
on this side of India, aiul at that rate our colleges will be ren¬ 
dered self-supporting before tho cefttury is out. But whether 
they are so or not, the duty of Government will always remain 
the same, and wc have every right to demand—not to pray—that 
it should vendcu every reasonable encouragemout to that which 
is of tho highest value lor tho well-being of the nation. This 
has been repeatedly acknowledged by the Government itself, and 
m auch a, maniieyt truism in tho science *>f Government, tliaf it 
would be a waste of words to demonstra(<j it. 

But while advocating tho cultivation of the h riglish language 
lor those v.ho can allbrd the necessary time and the mean,, I 
shall not forget the claims of those classes who cannot afford 
them. For them tho vornm-uhu s must confine- *,o bo tho only 
media o! education, and it behove-! both the Government ard tlm 
p<-,ph at huge to that they are supplied with vlmt i-. mo t 
appropriate lor (hem. 1 sh ill bo the last to deny iuiy m.-ui hi* 
dm* ; but I cannot tohi.Uo any sohem ■ wbi. 1 i will deprive ono 
• ectiou of tli^ comm tuiIy of im rights lb; fho benefit of nnofher, 
e>» n win u pul tbrlh uu lrr Mu*- leak uf Lumvolgwe and phik.u- 
thvopy. injustice duos m»t .mw to be no Imcaime it* proceeds m o 
•“voted to a -uwd purpose. 'lo lo evil that - .-.1 may protvod 
t'rnui it enter not hi my humble code* of moral, ]f Government 
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.A^houiid to pro\ ice for lit - education of the people under its care 
in bound to see that the means at its disposal are equally 
vdstrilnitcd among the different classes of the community, who 
contribute to those means and not to select some for its favors 
and neglect others. 


it is the fashion among some of ouv enemies to say that the 
* duration gi\ cn in the Government Colleges is charity education. 
1 denounce the charge as a malicious calumny, and altogether 
repudiate the idea that education given at the cost of the state, 
that is out of the public revenues contributed bv the people at 
huge, is an act oi charity. W ere it so you may as reasonable 
***3 that the protection we derive from the police and flic judiciaJ 
establishments of the country, are gratuitous ; and the military 
establishments are kept up gratis for our good. As a matter of 
tact, we in Bengal, pay more lor our education besides the share 
wluhh comes out of our contribution to the revenues of the state, 
i'ian any other nation in the civilized world. According to a 
recent resolution of the University authorities of Oxford tlie 
annual foe has been reduced to £3-10 in that ancient scat of 
learning, when the average cost to each student in Bengal is £9. 
hearing this in mind T ask is it not a.matter of extraordinary 
efliwntery for those who get their education at the cost of 3-10 to 
tlam .elves, Hie rest being made up by public charities, to call us 
ihniily i <.\s who pay .L 14 (> iu Calcutta. True there are some 
Government scholarships atla.Jmd to our < ollrg'v;, and their total 
v * * I •' * ,s> about £7000 a year, but before malevolent people 
i up ;, t us f..v them, it would be well if (bey would 
nummb. r that ill France over 18 lacs are annually devoted 
t,i bnrwuica, and in ICngbmd the value of exhibitions and bur 
s.-rit.,-proceeding from pure charity considerably exceeds that 
a on. 


1 hmv h rnc question more to which T shall advert ; it is tho 
1‘ ability of raising the indi.ui vernaculars cntiiciontly for (he 
1 m poses of a liberal course of education. 1 begin by denying 
LlrU ik !i thing is possible within any re isonuble time. Tlieie 
au a huu'.livd and one vernaculars now current in tbo country. 
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ajTifit iaxilieily utopian to suppose that all ov most of them 
ho i in pro vr< 1 so ns to l.o lit for university education. None - 
believe, will be full hardy enough to insist on it, and if not uio 
■whole argument about the superiority of the vernaculars will fall 
to the ground. A few of the vernaculars may be improved and 
when they arc what will become of those races whose vernaculars 
are not improved l They must bo obliged to study in, to them, 
a foreign tongue ; and if so why not give them the English at onco 
instead of waiting for the improvement of r- language quite as 
strange to them. Even to effect that improvement the only 
means at our disposal is to import the sciences and the arts of 
modern civilization from the nations of Europe, and how can 
that be .accomplished unless we learn those sciences fust and 
then translate them into our vernaculars ? When Russia wanted 
those sciences she did nob begin by forbidding all foreign lan 
gunges, but by offering every possible encouragement to the study 
of the French and the German languages. The Forte and the 
Pasha of Egypt have done the same in a small way, and it our 
Governors really w ish for our good they must do likewise. !o 
*it still till the vernaculars arc improved w ould be the sui s j 
way to prevent tho possibility of their ever being improved. H 
would be invoking Jupitot* instead of putting our own should' is 
to the wiicch I>ut even with our best exertions wo cannot 
possibly attain our object in loss than a century, and to give up 
tidy of the I " .is therefore taut tog: 

up all prospect of impro\ < uncut for three gene ratoons to coino. 
Rut even after that the m verity forjoarmng English w ill not 
cease. No Hindu in Frugal would for a moment v. ish to sec 
our present Government ehan a »L On tho whole India never l-.ad 
a Government so good in the whole course of her 1 dory ; and it 
tho Government i: to last, the ncev diy for learning English will 
always Continue, oven after tlio IfongtiU is rendered as perfect 
a he Engli? h. 1 i is the 1 uiguage ol our graeiou • sovereign v*v v 
v hos * dominbnn ( he in neVi i . < I . It i colt 

mOvet? ill, ovn the c.i.a It i lie language of Milton and 
Slinkcrtpeur , of X vton, and Ha »u, *#1 Loke arid Hume ; it it 
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unguago of a noble host of physicists of the present 
enjituiy,who have uUogetlieJV changed the face of civilization in 
Europe, &n you afford to give up such a language for the poems 
of Kritibas and the doggrete of Kayi-Kankan, or even for such 
sloppy translations as you can produce for years to come 1 If 
you can I shall deeply regret your choice, for it would amount to 
an intellectual suicide. (Tremendous loud cheering .) 

Caeu Kalimohun Dass said Mr. Chairman and Geutlomnn 
Tho splendid talents and exalted rank of the nobleman by whom 
this Resolution has been • proposed, the superior eloquence and 
comprehensive view of tho question taken by the distinguished 
gentleman who followed him—-a gentleman as well-known in tho 
department of literature and science as in the region of p-'Miiv, 
vender it superfluous for me to tire your patience 10 any great 
length by further observation in support of this Resolution.— 
I hope, however, I shall be excused if I attempt to set forth Lefovc 
you some of• the salient points which this most important and 
momentous subject presents to my mind. I shall not be longer 
if I can help it than so serious a matter requires. 

I confess I feel a sort of disgust almost bordering despair at 
the manner in which the Government has hitherto looked upon 
the arguments contained in tho various reports and letters ad_ 
clres^d by tho learned and conscientious Director of Public 
Instruction—arguments which wero accepted and approved by 
the local Government, by such an able, upright and virtuous 
man as our jLioutenant Governor (hear, hear.) T fe«;l u with 
sorrow and utlm It with eonsidcrablo reluctance that although the 
honor and dignity of Great Britain is intimately Wnd up 
' decision of questions like this—questions which 
affect the weal and woe of ouc hundred and eighty million* of 


Her Majesty's mod loyal subjects, our rulers arc not much 
disposed to listen to the voice of tho nation or to n poet their 
wishes. It is not my wish, gentlemen, to enhance the misfor- 
turn- of this nation by inflaming the mimU of mr rub. ; b;> in 
dh.cn el d‘ ?;luumtion or uun^-e: myy biltumes*. It i:> of Hi,, 
ut i .t important to us that a difference <J opinion on tin- 
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/n should not fester into rancour or breed any sor 
■cling between our rulers and ourselves. But gentlemen when 
1 consider for one moment the probable consequence, oi the n 


jitirc contemplated by the State, when I see that the lace oi Bengal 
is once more to be covered with darkness, that once moic tho 


shadow of night and dismal superstition shall overtake this wretch¬ 
ed, this ill-starred-country, I believe you '-‘ ill excuse me if I 
go to the bottom of this controversy and explain to you liow diis 
matter stands on the documents and despatches penned and issued 
by tho authorities. Many of you, gentlemen, are no doubt 
thoroughly aware of all that has been written and so id regarding 
this question, hut as there arc others present in this meeting 
whose profession and avocation in lib’, may n >t have left them 
leisure enough to enter into tho details of this sad controversy, 1 


will begin by reading to you the Resolution of tbc Government 
of India, Bated 8th September I860, No. 3233 of the (Here tlm 
speaker read the Resolution) Financial Department. 

This official document is quite on a par with the oilier calcu¬ 
lations and productions of that praiseworthy Department, which 
delights in mysteries of figures, and finds deficit when there is a 
surplus, discovers that a sum of Ils. 19,33,520 was spend by 
State for the high education of the natives of Bengal in the year 
1808-09. This disclosure as wu to be expected whetted tho 
financial ssoal of Ui§ Government of India and hence the Refla¬ 
tion of September last. 

I need hardly mention to you that this Resolution of the 
Government i ; s based on incorrect data and erroneous calculi:! ions. 
Adverting to the comparative claims of Knglish and Vernacular 
education to the support of the State, the Governor General of 
India in Council observes. Tli principle which the Govern- 
niej.t of India h i in mu d in tin* Be-..>luti<m of kVpiemh< r 
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it. is believed, truly bo said, in respect even to the me t 
octu.illy advanced provinces of India, such as Bengal, that 
t desire tor Vernacular education, or, as might distinctively bo 
said, tor education in order to develop the intellectual powers, 
apart from the immediate purpose of securing material advnn- 
tagos, is so low as perhaps hardly to exist. It is undeniable 
that in this form education needs, and ought to receive, much 
artificial stimulus and encouragement. The Government of 
India is glad, to perceive, that though dissatisfied with the terms 
of its Resolution, tho IIoiTblc the Lieutenant Governor, and the 
Director of Public Instruction, admit the practicability of 
gradually, and with discretion, increasing the contributions 
of those who receive from the State, or by its aid, an English 
education. The Governor General in Council is of opinion that 
this should be kept constantly and prominently in view and 
that it should be, in accordance with the views express'd by 
suceessive Secretaries of State, tlio constant aim of the Supreme 
and the local Governments, co-opcratiug cordially together, to 
reduce to the utmost the charge upon the State, for English 
education, with a view to render it as self-supporting as passible 
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There is another observation on this Resolution which I cannot* 
help making, it is this. AV e are told tlmt for the purpose with 
which the Government of India iccorded the Evolution, of 
September 18G9, “ all English education must be classed high. " 


With these introductory remarks which have set forth before 
you with the object of pointing out clearly the nature and object 
of the measure which is now on the anvil «• the State 1 will 
proceed to make some remarks on the resolution which I Imve. 
tho honor to suppoit. This resolution divides iB< If into two 
hf ids : 


Hh—Tho vast progress which tlio can -* of education has made 
citp’O the til no of Lord William Ifautiuck. 

-‘id. --Tlie calamity which awaits us if the proposed retrograde 
st-'p of withdrawing or r.m-mk-rnbly dimiui 'ling Stale .id from 
Engl fall education be adopted. 
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'the first branch of 'his enquiry, I have simply to call y 
nSfcntion to the Resolution of Lord William Bentinck dated t 
March 1835, which I find in page 7 of Vol. I. of a Report on 
Public Instruction in the Bengal Presidency from 183.» to Ibo 
by J. Koir, Esq. 

It would appear from the celebrated Resolution of Lore 
William Beutiuck, just referred to, deciding in favor of Eughs i 
education that previous to 1835 the Government had to provide 
the students of its Schools and Colleges with hooks and stipends 
in order to enable them to study in pursuance perhaps of the 
custom which prevailed in this country during the ioig" of the 
Hindoo and Mahomedan Governments. The poverty of thostndents 
stood in their way and this Resolution of Lord William Bon thick 
put a temporary check to their progress, so that the Government of 
Lord Auckland considered it necessary in the year 1830 to bestow 
scholarships in the proportion of “one to every tour of the 
pupils” and Lord llarJinge in the year 1811, hold out every pro¬ 
mise of employment and reward to successful students. Such was 
the difficulty the Government felt in this period of time that 
notwithstanding all those means and devices the number of sti¬ 
pendiary students in Urn year 1843 was limited to 27 pupils 
only ! Compare and contrast this result, with what is returned 
in the report of the Director of Public Instruction 18C8-60, and 
you will find that we have at present 5423 Schools of all des¬ 
criptions English and Bengali, aided and unaided, giving instrue- • 
tion to 215,550 students. This result, to say the, least of it, esta¬ 
blishes beyond the possibility of a doubt that education is now 
fully appreciated and those who can atl'ord to receive its light are 
not content to romain in darkness. If it bo necessary to adduce 
further evidence on this point, I need only say that this meeting 
consisting ns it does of men of all grades and < nslcs ol so many 
districts and villages establishes most conclusively and beyond 
the possibility of a doubt the degroo of interest "boh is now 1 t 
by our country men in the eavivo of education (Wear hen., !■ 
whilst the number ol oi r educational institution': a . i tie l.o. 
of those who attend tlicv. io-titulious is uo doubt an ind*i. the 
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mu-lloetual progress of Bengal, it m by no means true that the 
i nbor of those who have received sufficient and satisfactory 
knowledge of the arts and sciences that are taught in Europe and 
America is very considerable. There is hardly one native who 
can make a ship or even a pin. hardly one amongst ns who cun 
teach the rest of our countrymen the science and discoveries of 
Europe hardly a score who can speak good idiomatic English. 
Gentlemen, it occurred to me when I rose to address you after 
the distinguished speaker who seconded this resolution, that if I 
failed in using appropriate words and epithets in conveying my 
ideas to you it was only because the education which i had re¬ 
ceived was materially defective. The more glaring our failure the 
more clearly it should appear that enough has not been done for 
us to teach us even the language of England (laughter.) As for 
the social and moral progress we have made it is enough I think 
to call your attention to the fact that most of out supor.-uilious 
institutions and customs are tottering fast dying away, that there 
are amongst us a number of religious and social refoimers whose 
self-imposecl mission in the cause of their country— whose perse¬ 
verance in the cause of reform is exceedingly praiseworthy and 
creditable to themself a as well as to their country (Hear Hear.) 
Tt’kai tiion are the arguments, which are used to divert or withdraw 
the funds contributed by the SUte for the promotion of English 
education in Bengal—what arc the reason assigned for root ing up 
the tree which has borne so many, to sweet, so beautiful fruit.;. 


These arguments and reasons as they appear from official vom-s- 
pondcnce may be divid 'd into three classes. 1. Social, 2. 
V inuiicial, 3. Political. «baler the first head may be classed all 
those arguments which spring from natural sympathy for our 
pe asants, our shoemaker;:, < 1 •• blacksmiths, our carpenturn and 
nil those castes and claasca of men, who live by manual labour. 
T he condition of these classes—their ignorance, thmr>uper;,tith-m 
Choir bigotry and their poverty awaken pity in the hardest heart, 
audit h.iUcu very justly said that their condition is a “ dis- 
grft c to J.md and to Him ' < 0 11 \\ 

L rot 1 may -av Ih" 'tbjem or Ration of gpntiemiui 
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to withhold the light of knowlcdgo 
ITeso eke sc.i. Speaking for myself I shall rejoice and welcome the 
day when the torch of knowledge and civilization shall becarri . 
to evoyy village and hamlet, when *a network of Schools and 
Col legos shall be spread from one cud of this peninsula to 
another, when every peasant shall lnvvo his books and writing, 
when even the shoemaker shall be competent for the Bench 


and the bar, when in fact Bengal shall ring with the noise of 
intellectual achievement, and fairly regain tho place which she 
held in days of yore in the scale of nations. (Cheers.) But at the- 
same time, I.must say that very few of those whom our paternal 
Government would thus assist, elevate, enlighten and regene¬ 
rate can under pcscnt circumstances spare their time and atten¬ 
tion for intellectual cultivation. Children above the ago of six. or 
seven are required to assist their parents in earning a livelihood. 
Imagine Gentlemen, a peasant pater fa?ni lias burdened with the 
charge of six or seven children and the wives and children of those 
children being dependant upon the produce of 20 or 25 Begins of 
land minus rent, minus cess, minus tax, minus fines and penal¬ 
ties, working with borrowed seeds and borrowed ploughs, and 
cattle, and you can well realize to yourself a portion of the difficul¬ 
ties, by which he i; surrounded. (Hear Hear). How.far is 
it possible to educate men like these ? Compulsory education 
would be more a blight, than a blessing to these men and surely 
no man can bo expected to rdad or instruct his children unless ho 
ran feed them during the pursuit of knowledge (Loud applause). 

Tho financial complaint, which presents complicated symptoms 
in consequence of the disordered and disorganised machinery 
at work and tho endless confused state of our public ac¬ 
counts is :uur ril a < urahir* disease, which admits of easy 
remedy, if our rulers will look to the alms: ; which carry off 
millioir, and apply the m b mm of retrenchment to vested interest . 
■md privileged high quarters instead of applying the pruning 
knife uvercilc.vdv and ruthlessly to hundreds of ill-paid writers, 
nutahii, du.ftark *ml pnnkliu bearers (Loud applause.) To r jwnd 
die iiiQnitr,; in .vl mm ol 0 or 7 lues out of an enormous elastic 
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yearly increasing revenue of 17 crores supplied by Bengal 
to call tins 1*000 proportion a heavy weight on the exchequer 
f the State ns a process of reasoning quite unintelligible to 
ordinary mortals and will hardly fail to excite the contempt and 
ridicule of other civilized nations, which contribute so largely for 
tho development of their intellectual resources and for the progress 
uid advancement of those whom Providence Las placed under 
their care (Applause.) England occupies so very conspicuous a 
place in the theatre of the world, that at a time like this when 
the human intellect is making gigantic strides in all quarters of 
the globe, when discoveries of all descriptions thicken upon us. 
with such a rapidity that the most powerful intellect fails to 
take a comprehensive view thereof at a time like this when oven 
despotic Governments take a sharp in the education of then- 
subjects, it ill becomes the position, the cligiiity, the prestige nav 
the honor and pride of Great Britain to renounce her noble 
mission of awakening the energies and elevating tho minds of one 
hundred and eighty millions of men from any consideration of 
finances by withdrawing its aid from high class education (loud 
cheers and cries of hear hear.) Much indited has been done, but 
more, much more still remains undone. Gentlemen, I cling with 
superstitious tenacity to the doctrine that nothing t hort of a 
very high class education can achieve the task of India’s regenera¬ 
tion, and you must excuse me if I say that to withdraw tho aid 
of the State from this class of education is tantamount to a re¬ 


nunciation of tie policy which tho Government has hitherto 
pursued. To substitute the Vernaculars for English ns a cheap 
medium of education at a time when there is hardly one work in 
any one of them, whore you can find even a raume © f thepliilo- 
£>opliical and scientific iv searches of Europe and America, when 
there are hardly words and terms in those language.; to render 
: nd translate those researches would, it strikes me, be taking too 
bold r, t top a step full of d« :,perate hazard and difficulty. The 
Jesuit, gentlemen ill undoubtedly bo, " mean reparations on 
mighty ruin?./' 

It has been proposed to raise the fees in all Government and 
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_ Engli .li Schools as a means of diminishing the contributions 

of the State for such Education so that English Education in 
Bengal may be prosecuted t( not only without carrying a chaig 
to the imperial revenue, but even so as to provide some moans 
for helping forward Vernacular Education. ' This proposal as¬ 
sumes in the first place that the students hi our Government Col¬ 
leges and School -i pay les3 schooling foes than the students in otlici 
civilized countries say England, Trance, Prussia, Italy unci Swit¬ 
zerland and in the next place the capability of the parents and 
guardians of these students to pay more. Both these assump¬ 
tions ore alike unworranted. In the University of Oxford the 
foe payable under a recent statute is £3 10s. per annum. In 
France the foe cliarg- <1 in all its colleges (Lycces) range from £6 
to £10 per annum and the fee for the Communal colleges (whhh 
resemble our district schools) is £1 per annum. In Prussia the 
average foe rate is a little lower than £2 14s. per annum and the 
highest fee rate, appears to bo £4 per annum. Mr. Arnold calcu¬ 


lates that in Italy a State so newly constituted and engaged in 
struggles with such gigantic difficulties tho yearly average cost of 
a student for maintaining Jiimself at tho University all charges in¬ 
cluded is aljout 3£. As for Switzerland tho same author observe, 
that the fees aic low and tho staff of professor is excellent.” Mr. 
Arnold also tells us that France spends £3 7s. Italy £d 12 from 
the imperial exchequer and that Li the year 1801 Prin.-sin spent 
£70,620 to meet a sum of £2701 from the students’ fees, endow 
meins &c., yielding a further sum of £21,100. Now, gen demon 
compare tluvso figures with tho statement in page *3 of the lioport 
of PubUc instruction 1868*69 and you will find that the cost of 
each pupil to the State in Bengal is Ps. 10 1 -2-/ only. Can it 
be said in this state of facts that tho students oi Bengal retci*. c 
a charity education ? Can it be maintained for one monmnt tint 
parent.:, and guardians of our students pry nothing foi the 
Education of their children when they spend lacs and lm s for 
1 . 1 Th« argument speaks for itself, aud it u 

onlv to ho wondered m thut if should find utterance from num 

uuch I .. to die State hi wHioh they v.. r. «4u 
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children of Bengal It lias been said that the position 
mid wealth of the students who read in our Government College.: 

d Schools is such that they can easily pay an increased fee for 
their education. To rebut this assumption I have only to read 
the remarks of Mr. Sutcliffe Principal of the Preaid ■ v College* 
reported in page 431 of the Report on Public Instruction for 
1868-GO. After giving a full analysis of the positions and 
occupations of the guardians and parents of the students the 
1 arned principal says that 25 per cent, of the students are 
dependent upon their Scholarships for ctofroying their college 
aises. Tills remark of t he Principal of our most eacppmnv!? 
Government institution has an eloquence, which I can hardly 
surpass, and if with fact: like these the Government should still 
insist on an increase of the Schooling fees, it would only 
strengthen the impression that under the high-sounding name of 
musa-cducation lurke an intention to bring about a dissolution of 


our great Educational Institutions. 

Before I resume my seat I wish to crave your indulgences 
and ask your lorljcanm.ee for a few minutes more. I would ask 
you to consider the arguments which have boon printed and 
paraded so otten and which art <hawn from e forced construction 
of the Despatch of 1854, a document which has boon tortured 


0&& tormented to suit tlm ; ivmoditakd views of those well- 
wislieio oi Bengal who maintain that the time lias comowli.cn 
i State should withdraw its aid from liigli elftss and English 
Education. Those gentlemen inuint tin on the auiUnity of the 
f; 2nd e A 8f>th paras of the Eduononal Despatch for 1854 that 
tip Engli-.h Colleges and Schools maintained by the Si ito should 
lu' . luwd. But if they will turn their cyco to tho 2nd, III , 7th, 
97th and 100th pains of this Charter of Education, they 
wdl lind the rover-ic. “V.Tiufc wo desire to uoo extended in 
I. iit is that which La; for it:; object tho <1 iffr;ion of tho 

Our object i> to ox lend European knowledge throughout all 
civ of tho people. “ We hive hown tluii wm Object must U« 
effected by means of tho EnglEh k the frigid I udaa 
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uation.” Is tlie system of education that Inis 
1 in Bengal entirely provided l>y the GovcAuncnt! Do 
we not contribute very largely if not equally with tlio State r 
tills system ? The receipts and disbursements of the education 
department for the year 18G8-G9 as given in page 14 of the 
Cal cat't, Ct (-jite how that out of a total givs* outlay of £2,95,150 
£1,19,051 is from private sources. And only £1,75,499 is paid 
by the State (Hear hear.) But apart from this circumstance the 
argument bused on the G2nd para of the Despatch carries its own 
refutation, for that very para contains these words. l% But it is 
jar from oar wish to check the. spread of education in the slightest 
degree by die abandonment of a single School to probable decayB 
Now let u.j «urn to the 8Gth para. Can it be said that sufficient 
provision is found to oxist in many parts of the country for the 
education of the middle and higher classes, for the diffusion of 
a knowledge of the science, philosophy and literature of 
Europe, so that Government institutions of the higher order may 
bo safely closed i Let me ask you in the name of truth whether 
the fact is not entirely different % whether even tlie higher order 
of Government Colleges teach any thing which may he called 
a sulUeiem diffusion of the knowledge of European aria and 
.Science ? Do wo know enough of European Sc ience—are v.o 
taught enough of European philosophy, when the mom advanced 
students of our Colleges cannot carry on a Geological Survey 1 
Yes, enough has really boon taught to ur.—the time has really 
como for a discontinuance of English education v lien there not 
half ix dozen .natives who can properh translate the scientific 
works of Europe and America l Would it redound to tho 
cn.-dit. of Great Britain if India vm.iv thrown bade l..df a cen¬ 
tury ago, if superstition wermto regain its dominion over her ? 
Would it rolleet much credit outlie English press which might 
justly clklm in it« vni ! soinp of tfifl ablest and philanthropic 
imn of our time if they hhmdd lend th- ir support I o a policy 
which V;. nt nee. fallaer ts, iliUnal, and u tivgnule in its 
ch:n iioter. u ju'bry which was the off spring of antiquated idut 
and fraught wit!. jn.nij um , ''Hunatv con vquonc* C It i* D ue, 
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State might feed tlie intellect of the masses, hut I sayj" 
emeu, that England would drink to the dregs the cup of 
he. shame if she were to accomplish it by starving the intellect 
of those classes, who in every country and clime in all ages 
and stages of human development have so materially and essen¬ 
tially assisted in the improvement and elevation of the masses 
( Cheers.) Gentlemen, I now come to the most important and 
interesting aspect of this controversy—its political aspect. In 
1 ara. il of the letter of the Director of Public Instruction 
dated 30th November 18G9, a letter from which I have quoted 
so often and so much, a letter winch does credit to his sincerity 
at the same time that it does honor to the goodness of his heart, 
after pointing out that “any sweeping measure as to increasing 
the schooling foes,” such as is now suggested, will certainly not 
result in financial success the conscientious Director observes, 
il the benefits of these institutions have conferred and are still 
conferring upon the country, in the improvement of every branch, 
of the public service, and in tho advancement of general civi¬ 
lization and enlightenment, are so striking and so overwhelm¬ 
ing, that the possibility of such an intention would never 
have presented itself to my mind werojt not for certain recent 
that there are misgivings existing in high"quartcrs 
regarding tho political results to bo anticipated from a wide 
diffusion of a high English education among the ’pcopl of 
Bengal, and suspicion suggested by them that there may not 
impossibly l>o a latent desire to put a drag upon it:. progr< *3 
lay the application of a money pressure, for which plausible 
grounds can now be adduced in tho disordered state of the 
public fin mec i. Thi.. is not a suitable occasion to discuss a 
question of such vast importance, Jmt I must venture to express 
my profound conviction that such fears regarding the insults 
of milightonmciti. and intellectual culture are absolutely chime¬ 
rical, and rest, on no more stable foundation than tho similar 
views ' I"- It wore biill current in England .. quitter of u etntuyy 
ago if gardiug the danger to be anticipat' d to society from the 
rpuad of education among tho nirv.;.*:> of our own fellow-coun 
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What arc these anticipated political results? W 
iese misgivings which exist in high quarters'? Is it that 
the schools and colleges of Bengal supply roots which IV 1 
sedition and rebellion? ( Cheers'). Is it therefore that the 
trees which supply theso roots must be starved in order to 
famish their fruits l ( Cheers). If so, our Inspectors and Bi- 
rectors are much indeed to blame : they should learn their 
lessons again and begin their task anew, rather than draw high 
salaries for teaching and preaching sedition to a class of men, 
whose religion teaches them to be loyal, meek, passive and 
submissive, whose theory is that the Flesh onl\ suffers and not 
the Soul, whose physical debility and constitutional weakness 
is a sufficient guarantee of public tranquillity. Is it possible that 
a nation that respects even the person of a cow for the sake of her 
milk, should rebel against a Government that has fostered it 
with all the fondness of a father for eo long a time, and revived 
in it love of learning with such preserving efforts aud conferred 
on it inestimable blessings j (Loud applause.) Is rebellion ever 
known in the history of Bengal ? I can scarcely conceive that 
this is ono of the misgivings, which lurk in the mind . of our 

rulers_I would rather believe that the Director of Public 

Instruction 1ms been misled than that the Government enter¬ 
tains such ungenerous distrust, for after all ignorance is not the 
b> it sentinel to keep the peace ! (loud and tremendous applause.) 

Carried. 


Baja u Suttyanund Giiosal Baiiapooh moved the second 
Resolution which was as follows : “That this meeting, while 
strongly advocating the diffusion of English Education, docs not 
the less desire the provision, by every reasonable means of 
Vernacular Education. But in the opinion of thr. mooting Iho 
only satisfactory basis of Vernacular Education is the cultiva¬ 
tion of Western literature and science." He said after nil the 
elaborate speeches ho had hoard, be had very little to add. 
The want of education in the Be ngatecs bad always drawn the- 
■ tioub consideration ot the paternal Government, cniacula. 
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wag no doubt a very desirable thing, but dill it, enk. 
'depended on a full and complete knowledge of western 
] .raturc. He thought that it was as much necessary to diffuse 
Vernacular education as it was to supply the wants of English 
Education for the middle and high classes. Yet, preference 
should be given to the science and literature of tho west, and it 
would be very impolitic on the part of Government to withdraw 
the one in order to support tho other. 


Baboo Kissoby Chand Hitter rose and said : Baboo 
Bonmnautli Tagore and gentlemen. T have been requested to 
second the Resolution which has just been moved by my friend 
Rajah Suttya Nundo Ghosal, and 7 do so with great pleasure. 
The history of education in this country and the marvellous 
changes wrought by it during the last two quarters of a century* 
afford in my humble judgment tho strongest condemnation of 
the educational policy propounded by the Government of India 
and also the strongest support to the Resolution itself. For 
some time after tho establishment of \ho British Supremacy in 
India no thought could bo bestowed on tho education of the 
people. But when the empire was consolidated and peace was 
proclaimed better ideas dawned on our rulers. Warren Hastings 
was keenly alive to tho importance of extension of Oriental 
learning. Lord Moira locorded a minute in tho judicial ad minis- 
t ration of Bengal in which lie fully recognized the duty of the 
fitnt0 td promote tho moral and mental advancement of tlio 
people. Several English Schools were in tho meanwhile estab¬ 
lished in Calcutta and tlio metropolitan districts, the first of 
lhnsc being ouo tic.L up at Chinsuruli by Mr. Robert May a dilut¬ 
ing missionary and which culminated in the College of Mahomed 
Moslem. These school# spread a taste for English learning. 
Availing themsolv'cs of this altered si ad; of i\.f ling Bavid Have, 
$ ir Hide East, and the leading member** of tho muiv* community 
iu 1810 established the Hindu College. Tho Hindu College, 
dii, proved a brilliant success. Its alimiul were the (b'?( band 
of lefqrmavi who nude noble -xertiom to improve and elevate 
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. Tho* were eager to commumoate the knowlJ 
iJflmd acquit d at the College’ to their less fortunate couiuiy. 
men and they established for this purpose several schools in an . 
around Calcutta. Of tlicso schools I have given a detailed .list 
in a paper road by itio at tho Bengal Social Science Association. 

In 1835 tho battle between the Orientalists and the. Anglicists 
Was decided in favor of the latter, and a new sy6t< m <d edmafion 
was inaugurated. It was based on the dictum of Macaulay that 
a shelf of a good European Library was worth the whole native 
Library of India and Arabia. Tt was announced in a Besolution 


of the Government which I shall read to you : 

« The Clovornor-Coneral of India in Council has attentively 
considered tho two letters from the Secretary to the Comm it too 
dated the 21st and 22nd January last, and the papers referred 
to in them. 

2nd. IIis Lordship in Council is of opinion that the great 
object of the British Government ought to be the promotion 
of European literature and science amongst the natives of India, 
and that all tho funds appropriated for the purpose of education 
would ho best employed on English education alone. 

3rd. But it is not the intention of his Lordship in Council 
to abolish any College or School of Native learning, while tho 
Native population shall appear bo inclined to avail them¬ 
selves of the advantage which it affords, and ilis Lord.Lip in 
Council directs tlinf all tho existing professors and students 


of all Institutions under tho Superintendence of the Committee, 
shall continue to receive their stipends. But his Lordship in 
Council decidedly objects to tlio practice, which has hitherto 
prevailed < f supporting tin* utudonts during the period of their 
education. lie conceives that the only elloot ot such system 
• •an bo to dvc artificial * i.couragcmem. to brunches of learning 
which in the natural course *>f thing- would ho sup- I'acded by 
more useful studies, and ho directs that no stipend shall ho given 
to any Indent who m.r, hereafter enter at any of tin .' inatdu- 
lions and thtu when any professor of Oriental learning shall 
vacttto his situation, ILe committco ah.\U report to the Govern. 
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the number and. state of Uie class, in order that the 
'Veminent may be able to decide upon the expediency oi 
Ippoiuting successor. 


4th. It has come to the knowledge of the Governor General 
in Council that a large sum has been expended by the committee 
in the printing of Oriental Works. His Lordship in Council 
directs that no portion of the Funds shall hereafter be so 
employed 

5th, His Lordship in Council directs that all the Funds 
which these reforms will leave at the disposal of the committee, 
be henceforth employed in imparting to the Native Population 
a knowledge of English literature and science through the 
mediuni of the English language, and His Lordship in Council 
requests tho Committee to submit to Government with all 
t xpedition a plan for the accomplishment of this purpose. 

(Sd.) H. T. Prinsep, 

Secy, to the Government. 

The adoption of the English language as the sole medium of 
iu. ii setion to the exclusion of tlio Oriental languages was as 
grave an error as the present proposal of excluding English edu¬ 
cation and adopting the vernaculars. Now while I yield to none 
inn., high, appreciation of ^je English language and the value 
of the treasures contained in it, I maintain that the learning of 
India and Arabia is not altogether so false and valuelcrs ns Lord 
M aeautn; would have us believe. India was the cradle of 
knowledge and ha;; given birth to a host of phiL 'pin ts, 
pin '-.rv’U*. and theologians who have developed new linen of 
thought. Arabia followed in the footsteps of Athens, which 
coni ..lined to speak, the concentrated intellect of Europe. She 
* jltivub 1 mathematics, physics, and medical science with great 
vigor ami success. That tho philosophical labors of India and 
A • bri success lively resulted in myoticirnu, and bteulUui, scepticism 
and.v.isoii ilinu, is not to be w< derccl at.because they were the*solo 
ador.s, in tliat intellectual arena where iu all age and among all 
civili/ed n a ions they are in turn iu the position of combatant. 
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sovereigns. 1 can, therefore, well understand the 
in of the orientalists for {Sanscrit and Arabic, but I lament 
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Hogveat mistake which they committed in making those d< l 
languages the sole media of instruction, a mistake which would 
have, done harm if it had not been exploded by the keen logic 
and incisive generalization of Lord Macaulay. Happily for the 


cause of education the General Committee of Public Instruction 
entrusted with the duty ofcanying oht the new system inter¬ 
preted the Government Resolution liberally and broadly in 
respect to the vernacular languages. In their report on the 
operations ol the educational institutions in their charge for the 
year 18.% they make the following pertinent remarks : 

e are deeply sensible for the importance of encouraging 
the cultivation of the vernacular languages. Wo do not connive 


that the order of the 7th of March precludes us from doing this, 
and we have constantly acted on this instruction. In the 
discussions which preceded that order the claims of the Verna- 
cuhu languages were broadly and prominently admitted by ali 
parties, and the question submitted for the decision of Govern- 
menl, only conserved the relative advantage of teaching English 
on the one side aid the learned Eastern languages on the other 
\\ e, ihem kne, conceive that the phrases 11 European literature 
and science,” “ English education alone,” and “ imparting to tho 
native population a knowledge of English literature amf science 
through the medium of the Sanskrit and Arabic languages” 
are intended merely to secure the preference to European learning 
taught through the medium ol the Sanskrit and Arabic 
languages, a« regards the instruction of those natives who 
receive a learned education at our Seminaries. Three impressions 
have, a.- wo nub f\ui ! them, no reference to the question 
through what ulterior medium Rueb instruction as the mass of 
the people is capable of receiving, is to be conveyed. If English 
had been rejected and the learned Eastern tongue* adopted Urn 
pe qdn mo a . < qnally have mr, rived them through the vernacular 
' ! »b . I It way, lher loro, quite unnecessary fur the Government, 
io takc a,, * > nolicc thc verna,ulur longue. and n-^oquenilv 
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thought that nothing could reasonably bo inferred from 
~Tfs omission to take such notico. 

' We conceive the formation of vernacular Literature to be 
the ultimate object to which all our efforts must be directed. At 
present fcho extensive cultivation of some foreign language, which 
is always very improving to the mind is rendered indispensable 
by the almost total absence of vernacular literature, and the 
consequent impossibility of obtaining a tolerable education from 
that source only. The study of English, to which many circum¬ 
stances induce the natives to give the preference, and with it 
the knowledge of the learning of the West is therefore daily 
spreading. This, as it appears to us, is the first stage in the 
process by which India is to be enlightened. The natives must 
learn before they can teach. The best educated among thorn 
must be placed in possession of some knowledge, before they 
can transfer it into their own languages. Wc trust that the 
number of such translations will now multiply every year. As 
the superiority of European learning becomes moio generally 
appreciated, the demand for them will no doubt increase, and 
v/ j shall be able to encourage any good books which may be 
brought oui in the Native languages by adopting them 
extensively in our Seminaries. 

The proper policy for the furtherance of education, the policy 
that has in point of fact been always nd ought always to bo 
acted upon is embodied in the foregoing observations. It is 11 1 o 
only possible and practicable policy and its reversal at the present 
.moment will prove an irretrieveabl misfortune. It implies high 
English education for the higher and middle classes and primary 
vernacular education for the lower orders. 

In their report on the educational operations for 1S37 the 
General Committee of Public Institutions observes a> follows : 
“ A further experience and a more mature consideration of the im¬ 
portant subject of education in this country, lun led us to adhere* 
to the opinion formerly expressed bv us, that our efforts, should 
hu at firs, concentrated to the Chief Towns or Judder Stations 
of district- and to the improvement cl education among the 
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g^j/and middling cla»ses"of the population, in the oxpecta 
through the agency of these scholars an educational reform 
will descend to the General Vernacular Schools, and its bend' 
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be rapidly transferred among all those excluded in the first in¬ 
stance by abject want from a participation Jn its advantages.” 
.the expectation of the Committee has been amply fulfilled. I 
know a host of educated natives who have communicated their 
knowledge to their los3 fortunate countrymen in their own lan¬ 
guage and in the manner and form most acceptable to them. 
The cry that has been raised against them, that having received 
a charity education in the Colleges they have done nothing for 
their country, is an unreasoning cry. Now the truth is exactly 
the other way. The education they have received is neither a 
charity education as shown by Mr. Atkinson and by the fact 
that the Hindoo School and Flare School are nearlv self support- 
ing nor is it true that they have failed in their duty as educa¬ 
tors. I ir from having dono nothing they have done a great 
deal in furtherance ol the cause of education. They have been 
foremost in organising schools, literary Societies, and newspapers, 
and in prompting and extending popular education in every 
possible way. Their exertions in this direction have been most 
indefatigable and laudable, and instead of evoking the oblu-juy 
of a digue deserved the lasting gratitude of the public. 

The same policy of imparting European kuo -.lodge through 
tho medium of English to the higher orders and through tin 
Vernaculars to the lower orders is confirmed and repeated in the 
Despatch of the Court of Directors.” We mint emphatically 
declare that tho education which wo dcsiru to c jc extended in 
India is that which has for its object the diffusion of the im¬ 
proved arts, science, philosophy, and literature of Europe ; in 
'•bort of European knowledge.” -£ In any general o.cm of edu¬ 
cation, the l.i.jglbh language should bo taught where there is a 
demand for illmteueh iii.-i) u«.li m sln-uld always be coinbinu 1 with 
careiul attention to the tn ’v ui the Vernacular languages of 
India together, .i- Mio media for tlivglitlu <ion »>l European know 
; ‘ u ’ 11 our dean i to ;/cc them cultivated together in all 
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is? in India of sufficiently high class to maintain a school 
laster possessing the requisite qualifications.” 

Wwit the Court of Directors aimed at was the dissemination 
ol western literature and sciences to the people through the 
media ot both the .English and vernacular languages, but they 
never dreamt of separating those two media of instruction bub 
on the contrary contemplated their indissoluble union. It is 
the Government of India and not the homo authorities that now 
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attempt to separate the English and vernacular education, to 
compare the one with the other, and award the palm of supe¬ 
riority, to “ vernacular education as better calculated for the 
development) of the intellectual faculties.” I deny thin position 
as the English language is the key which opens the door to an 
endless series of secret and an untold treasury of literature, where¬ 
as the Bengalee language is still very poor and rude and the 
curriculum of the Patsalla may bo mastered in three years. It is 
because 1 look to the Bengallce language being enriched by the 
lucubrations of the recipients of a high English education that 
1 advocate the diffusion of vernacular education among the mas- 
^cs. At present not only the material advantages but the intellec¬ 
tual advantages are all on the hide of English education. To 
strangle English education would bo therefore to arrest progress 
among all classes and to put back the clock of improvement for 
an indefinite period. 

The vo'iolui ion, whilp recognizing the supreme importance of 
English Education, affirms the necessity of the promotion of 
\ l macular Educations. But l hope and trust that. Jho primary 
education which Government proposed to iiiipavt should not bo 
exceedingly primary or primitive or infiuitessiin.tl in its quantity 
and quality, but something worthy of tlm mime of «>du..ali<>v. 
At r. recent meeting of thu London Social Science Association, 
John S. Mill delivered a lcc<uro on National Ediu-atinn, in the 
conr .o of whir h he said that education is soitu thing more than 
i j lend, write und cast accounts. So thinks tin b.*a«h i ot English 
thought. But so doctj not Mr. Iluwcll think. That watte 
precis writer that it is not intended that the proposed 
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l' school:; should elevate the students above their sphere 
in life. \\ hat iu the name of goodness and common sense dc 


education aim at but. the elevation of its recipients ? I would 
not care a cowrie for an education which would perpetuate ignor¬ 
ance and superstition—an education which would fail to dissipate 
that intellectual darkness in which the mind of the mass is en¬ 
shrouded. Wlmt is imperatively wanted is an education which 
will not be a. shadow but a substance—an education which will 
teach not merely words but things—an education which will 
be both objective and subjective, an education which will teach 


not only the head but the heart—develop not only the intellec¬ 
tual but :ho moral and the emotional part of our nature. 
Education, moaning, as it does, the educing of all our powers, in 
required for all classes of men and of all countries and dimes and 
creeds and for all time. 1, therefore, emphatically repudiate the 
dUinction made by the Resolution between the claims of the 
higher ami those of the lower classes to education. It is as 
untenable and unreasonable as tho comparison made between 
English and V«>rn . ulav Education in favor of the latter. True, 
English Education is fraught with material mh milages, but are 
they not of importance to a country '1 Are they not the motive 
power to education here anti elsewhere, in tho East as well as in 
tli<’ est ? Learning for the sake of learning is a transcendental¬ 
ism of which most men are innocent, ller votaries aro few and 
to be found among men of exceptional natures and loity minds 
hungering and thirsting for knowledge irrespective of any tem- 
poral benefits to bo derived fiom (ho pursuit of tho kuu*. 
Lf ides, it is necessary that certain classes of men should ho 
Placed above want to enablo thorn to pursue knowledge and 
dLsenunulo it among their fellow men. Why is it that India 
and Egypt were the earliest civilized ; baeamo, thanks to the 
Utilizing power* of the Ganges and tho Nile, the meanc of 
subsistence wore abundant, 

r wmiM Jim c it dmlinctly mulcvstOotl time, tlicmo who have pro 
moled Oiio rmvtiiig ar<> not in auv ecnao oppos-U 10 llir 
cilucatiou oi* I he mama Souie of them have ). rcn umi . | 0 -„\ 
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Voters of education. TLcv liavo been instrumental in os* 

* blishing a considerable number of schools and Patsallahs. 
From thorn the educational institutions both for the higher atnl 
lower classes have derived substantial aid. To their munifl- 
cence and intelligence must be assigned the credit of advancing 
and stimulating popular education. I cannot, Sir, conceive how 
an educated or a civilized man can be insane enough to resist 
or be inditfereut to the education of the masses; for it means 
every tiling, h means, the improvement of tho social and 
political, the mental and. the moral condition of the country, 
ft means the material as well as the spiritual well-being of the 
people, ft means the development of our resources and the over¬ 
throw of that debasing and demoralising superstition, which lias 
dwarfed and paralysed the powers of the mind. It means the 
humani/aikm and illumination of the myriad millions forming 
the basis and body of the social pyramids, Tn conclusion I 
would repeat what I declared in 1844 at a public meeting of 
the native community convened for tho purpose of conveying 
their gratitude to Lord Hardinge for the promulgation of his 
Educational 'Resolution. of 4th October of that year, giving 
profit rence in appointment to public offices to educated over un¬ 
educated natives. Educate the people, and they will cease to 
be fleeced by the mahajan , oppressed by tho police and victimiz¬ 
ed by tho a.ndah Educate tlio people, and they will learn to 
rc.ccrt their rights as well as respect their obligations. Educate 
the people, and tho country will ■ oon wear u dill ren£ aspect 
end assume her proper position in the scale of nations.' (Loud 
applause.) 


Eabeo Chunder Nath Hose, m. a., (Pleader, High Court) ill 
supposing this resolution spoke ns follows :—• 

Mit Cuaiuman akj> Gr::TLEMi-:»,—I take ii to l>o an axiom 
that no nation in modern times can make much progress in 
civilization and material prosperity without asleep ami «•;%' . usivo 
study of the higher branch-' of knowledge. And 1 erm not be¬ 
lieve for a ingle moment that England, v. how own matvihd 
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\-$£p&v itv in the result of a long ami earnest study of tlic natural 
sciences, does not know that India must think and study in t 
way she herself has done and is doing in order to become great 
in the world. {Hear hear.) I cannot also believe that England 

does not know that notwithstanding what she has done, she 
has not yet given anything like a sound and scientific education, 
to the natives of this country. Gentlemen, you all know that 
the Englishman Newspaper lately compared Bengal to a box 
of lucifer matches, that a high functionary of the State itself 
—no loss a man than Sir Richard Temple—recently declared 
at a meeting over which he presided, that the education 
Of our countrymen was extremely poor and extremely un- 
Hatibfactory. ( Ilcar hear.) Now, Gentlemen, what does all this 
mean d Surely it implies that our rulers know that they have 
not yet given us anything like education. What then is the 
meaning of the proposed educational policy 1 Is there any 
colour of reason in the proposal to withdraw all State assistance 
from high English Education 1 Whatever be the answer return¬ 
ed to this question h-.ra, I am sure, Gentlemen, enlightened 
Europe will lelurn a strong negative to it. {Ilcar, 1: u.) Then 
again, is it not known to our rulers that the few attempts at 
social improvement which we havo hitherto made have only 
proved that the education which, we have received is singularly 
unsound, singularly unscientific, singularly unpractical) I 
i(link. Gentlemen, 1 have a right to assume that all Englishmen 
in India and the Government of India m particular, know all 
this and something more. (Hear, hear.) 1 have a light to a: anno 
that our micro know that the Natives, in order lo be able to 
civilize? them Ives, must be provided with fur better education 
than limy hnve vet received. Whv t hen this warfare against 


High Education, this uuwiilingncr.* (<> deprive a of rho paltry 
mm of six oj seven laes of rupee* 1 I am run-*- many will ..»\ 
that 1 run wrong in owing tho word *• warfare" in spent ing of 
the pr ’pe-jcd v, irtahaw. I «. lhj Stats grim fn-m high edn d' >:«, 
bcenm.s 1 have heard it said hi certain quarters that as the 
Ke solution of the Government of India is based on t ie suppo.fi 
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S frtid i&liat the higher mill middle classes rive now chi able of 
• iieating themselves, it would be a serious mistake to think that 
ilie Government intends to discourage or put down English 
Education altogether. But, Gentlemen, in spite of all that 
people may say against this view of the question, 1 will repeat 
most emphatically that the Government of India docs con- 
template waifare against High Education. Docs not tlio 
Government of India know that the paltry sum of. six or seven 
1 acs, which it has determined not to givo us, would be but ns a 
drop in tbc ocean, considering that the entire cost of educating 
the masses of Bengal alone must amount to forty or forty-five 
lacs of rupees? {Hear, hear.) Docs not pur Government know 


that tin* great middle classes of Bengal are crying out from ono 
,1 0 f the country to the other, honestly, earnestly and piteously., 
that they are as yet incapable of educating themselves 1 And 
will the Government deny us live or six lacs in spite of all 
our entreaties and exhortations! Gentlemen, we ail have a right 
t *i 1; our ptiiernal Government why it grudges us only a lew lacs 
ior lire education of our children and our children’s children. 


l,\ lt iny.se: f, Gentlemen, I cannot conceive any reasonable answer 
to these questions -the re olntion of the Government of India 
rcoins to mu u riddlo move intricate than any’ that human 
ingenuity t .m devised. (Hear, hear). 


Cut, Gentlemen, we must not, in our advocacy of high 
education, forget niau-j education altogether Yes, Gentlemen. 

education is said to be desirable. Pm haps it is so ; hut 1 


cm .not believe for a moment that it will product* quite n *ooiiil 
;md intellectual milh mriiuu as some beem to think. 1 will, how- 
in the name of coxumM sense, ask y ou to consider whether 
i: ... ,?id ho po able to weik out, the gigantic system of popular 
feltiatUoff (Min tern plated bv .the Government of India without a 
tiw ageuey. l.ouk ; .t the PaUludlaa system. 
This sy sum ii, Gentlemen, ns you all know, wac planned by the late 
>Sir John Peter Grant for the education of the lowest classes 
the cviumuility, and it U perhaps ..upmfluoUB to add that it has 
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to a considerable degree of development within the cighi 
or ten years that it h is been in exi: (.once. But I will exhort ovc i > y 
Englishman residing in India to toll me whethor this Patshanu 
a stem, which is meant for the lower orders of the people, could 
have attained so much excellence—nay more—could at all have 
been organised, unless there had been in the country a man like 
balm Bhoodeb Mookorjoa, gifted with vast intellectual powers, 
unfailing energy and uncommon force of character, and possess 
ing, as he does, a truly philosophical acquaintance with the 
manners, customs and institutions of Hie people. If not, should 
it not bo manifest to you. Gentlemen, that it would 
require thousands of Bhoodebs with a Hundred thousand well- 
educated Deputy Inspectors beneath them to educate and to 
superintend the education of the counties population of India, 
a country of truly continental dimensions! (Hear, bar.) Then 
again, Gentlemen, is it not clear that the condition of the masses 
would not bo bei iciwla bit without technical education (—that the 
people must h ive some knowledge of the practical arts in order 
to bo able to make their lot a little more happy and contented 
than it is at present ! But has tho Government, I ask, given 
us any scionlilic education whatever ?—lias the Government 
yet enabled us to produce ono single man who Lh fitted to in¬ 
struct tiro masses in tho industrial nits! Gentlemen, it is no 
doubt humiliating to you to confess there is 110:103 among '1 you 
who is fitted to do this. But you can rest assured ibai your 
ion 1 ■ {})■■ humiliation which England will 

’itku- indie eye* pf lli civilised world, whoU tho onliglit^n^d 
nations ot the West shall come to know that tho Great British 
Ahitio.i, wl»ilo attempting to sympathise with ill:. vast : 11 : 1 s a of 
th.'ir subjects in Asia, had ? jr $ml <’• fyt wn '•<;”/ n 

«loiic<l the ono indi-p. usable method of don g them good. (Ilo >\ 
A cor.) Gonih’ineu, 1 haw done. But before resuming my teat, 
1 will inform you, with miy great phiumro indc >\ t ‘fluitniy 
biotlior gmdu.itcsj ol Ik* Gni>i.rfiitof Gahutl-a fully sympathise 
^ r h the ohh . I I ..a * which thw Meeting ha; been eniiveimd. 
( /v>ol c/ieev ) 
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Broadly then rose and said :— 

President and Gentlemen,-—' Through the courtesy of 
■ uUr President, I rejoice; that one Englishman at least will have 


an. opportunity of placing on record Iiin sympathy with the- ob¬ 
ject of this important Meeting. On no common occasion would 
1 have v -n hired to intrude my observations upon you, but I am 
new led to do so by the paramount importance of the subject to 
your country and to mine. When T say, Gentlemen, to your* 
country and to mine, I do not mean to England and to Bengal— 
I refur to Bengal alone. I do not admit that the accident of 
birth settles definitely the “final nationality of a man, I believe it 
to be determined rather by the country in which he spends the 
active years of his life and in which his influence is felt for weal 


or for woe for good or for bad. My lot has been cast in Bengal, 
the working days of my existence will bo spent amongst the Ben¬ 
galis, and for this reason, I say, your country is my COtintry. I 
beliore most sincerely that the object of this Meeting is the ’good 
of .our mutual country. Let us look back thirty years to the days* 
of£ord William Bentinck, and compare Bengal of his time with 
B, igal of to-day. "Wlml a wonderful change moots our view ! 
♦Look at the science of medicine or the science of engineering, 
for instance, and the change—the change for the bolter—strikes 
\\r\ at once. If proof is wanted that High Education has done 
much b V Bengal. I find it in the possibility of such a meeting, 
as wo see aesouibled to-day. But because we have done much, it is 
11(1 ren. we should not advance further, and I cannot, I dare not 
believe, that the Government having helped to t ach us to walk, 
will abandon ua before it Ji;>, taught us to run. Gentlemen, I will 
not and I cannot believe this to be the intention, or oven the 
policy of Government. I In vc not : pent all my days in England. 


I have travelled over many of the countries of Europe and with- 


nu; willing to flatter you in tike slightest degree, I must say in 
mv humblo estimation U»mv G na nation under the sun, ■ diiru 


has .»ppj eriateil the Ihigli b language so Emch ns the lutlhea of 
ibis country. I have lmt one mow word to /my nhd that is, 
•vith reference to a remark which fell from the Jjps of one of the. 
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Sukers, to the effect that. Government was about to withdraw 
the aid it hud previously given to High Education, because throe 
or four native gentlemen had been successful in competing 1 
Uio Civil Service of India—a service to which, I am proud to sa\, 


! belong. Gentlemen, I am assured such a mean—1 may almost 
say ‘despicable—idea lias never entered for one moment into the 
minds of the rulers of this country. I am certain, when these 
gentlemen return from England, there will not be one of them, 
who will not tell his brethren in this country, how keenly he is 
sensible of the kind treatment he has received in the distant 
West ; and though a few might bo jealous of their success, yet; 
the best and ablest men of England—men like Dean Stanley, 
were only too glad to hold out to those Bengali youths, first the 
cordial hand of welcome, and secondly the equally cordial hand 
of heartfelt congratulation. May their success bo an incentive to 
others to follow in their footsteps ! Gentlemen, I cannot conscien¬ 
tiously take lip more of your time, but before I resume my scat, 
1 must iv sure you that there is no person here, who sympathises 
more deeply with the object of thi i meeting than myself. 


Carried. 


Baboo Joykisscn Mookcrjeo said :— 

I beg to move the third Resolution, which is as fellows 3. 
That while by the spread of a high and liberal education, by 
moans of the English language* the British Government would 
nofit fully ttccqmpli h it» minion, in this coilntry, i woul 1 at • 
iKuno time derive from it moat important economic advantugi . ; 
mumnueh a; it would thereby les>cn tho cod of udinini: tration; 
would greatly facilitate commerce ; would wader iw laws in¬ 
telligible to till elas:>va, and would cstablMi a bond of rympathy 
between tho rulers and tho ruled." 

The Resolution speaks for i< elf. No act of tho Britt--h G ' 
vernnicnt in India las d am mon to rev-anile tho p^-plo to a 
foivigu rule and to <uh! lu-e to ita «>wn • lability in thi ■ cmiilvy 

on a firm, rutienul, and 1 cmiomieul t ra ih * sipj ’ * \' bicli 
ilhaahUhcrl given to the dilfudou of high ami libel a 1 cdu 




m .^vf®on among fclic people. However limited that support may 1 *c, 
and however disproportionate to tlie immense revenues of the 
c entry, it has succeeded in bringing about results which have 
been of no small importance to the country. To the Government 
itself tho advantages accruing from the spread of education have 
hot) been insignificant, and in fact,. the system which lias been 
hitherto pursued has tended mainly to train up young men for 
the different departments of tho public service. The country 
has only just awakened to the necessity of a reform, which will 
•recognise the cultivation of tho physical sciences not only as the 
proper discipline to the highly inductive character of the Hindu 
blind, but also as tho moans which will enable the people of 
this country to develop those vast agricultural and commercial 
resources, for which the CQiuitry has always stood pre-eminent. 
If Government bo therefore really earnest in its professions of 
regenerating, the country and qualifying its people for a higher 
. and politic,.1 existence, it should allot a larger 
.share of its revenues to meet this increasing demand for high- 
•education. The material benefits which the country has derived 
from the British Government and all that is nohlo and praise¬ 
worthy in th'- progm s of the people are due to English education, 
and it is not too much to ask our enlightened Government to 
join] i ich’it has s< begun E 

low consideration of X. 8. and d. the economic advantages io t !*«' 
Government from the spread of high education among ’ too 
people havo been immense, They have repaid a thousand fold 
the cost;: that h ive been incurred for it. It is diitieulfc t-» von 
reive what would.hij.vo U-on the financial position of tli*Govern 
ment and what the burden of taxation imposed on the. people, 
it tho numerou* appointments which are now held by educated 
native? in tho \ rioi partinonts of th ad frustration had to 
be idled and recruited by men brought out from England. But, 
thunk i to E : dish. Education, the eux of udaiinistration lets been 
limit -d i • a no mii ill degive by tli< * ijtployit" -'d of e.niv« ;"Vne\. 
Whether m ib" .Individ, Executi e. Medical, Engineering or 
E iu .lion ■•a vivo, or in the dej mi Uncut ol Public Accounts, tin 


oAu&es have 
position in w 
tiio -amount 
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which codmuvncls their services at loss tl\an om*thiid t c co. t 
which would have boon otherwise incurred. I niignt quote, 
mi ill list ration, the case of the districts* of liooglih an 1 Ho j - > 
in which the services of two Covenanted Judges co>t the St t 
move than the services of the three Subordinate Judges and mnr 
Moonsiffa taken together. The disparity of cost with ie^au 
the executive service is equally apparent. English education 
not, hov ever, simply saved the State an enormous portion of its 
cost of administration. It has as well saved the country from 
the hon ors of taxation which, under a highly j id administrative 
agency, would have assumed a form, which it is fearful even to 
contemplate. 

The means which English Education affords for an intelligent 
apfp^eciadon. of. the policy and wisdom of legislative enactment 
and executive measures of the State ha ve been no less benetieiul 
to the Government and the people. Nothing could be more 
desirable for the peace and stability of nv empire than such mi 
appreciation by the people, and the history of the British ad¬ 
ministration in Indie li.i.i amply shawm that ciroumat mures which 
have led to a cm Htttlioiml representation of their grievances on 
the part of t he English educated people of Bengal have given rise 
to indications of disloyalty and even to a disregard of lawful an 
tltoriiy and outbursts of violence .in lobtf fhYOred pms ol to 
country. Vernacular schools were' attached n- evry native re¬ 
giment, but they did not uvo the army from the horror- of the 

Sepoy Mutiny, m to Biptoi of il 

education.such ants advocated by the "\ ema.cul.uU*..-, v-ib JtV ’ 
dissipate that, ign<’\ineo. Indeed, it lm . always been mj 0] *uh. 
that if the SnbtuLira and ILmhlur m Mnjois and the Native 
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of tliis country familiar with tho character, history,^ 

^ *^3&ftitutipns of Englishmen, and thereby creating a bond of syne 
^between ih two u .wim- , which will be productive of tho 
happiest results to both. The political advantages of English 
education cannot be therefore too highly valued, and it is a 
matter of surprise that in the face of these obvious advantages 
a proposal should lie even for a moment entertained for gradually 
diminishing, if not altogether withdrawing, all State support 
for English Education, and thus striking at its foundation the 
most cruel blow which it is possible to conceive. That the 
proposal should have been made with a view to provide funds for 
giving elementary instruction to the masses, takes away nothing 
from its character. In the absence of a sufficient appreciation 
of the benefits of English Education by a majority of the higher 
and middle classes of the people in the interior of the country, 
it is easy to see that tho time lias not arrived when English 
Education will be entirely supported by the people themselves* 
and that the proposed measure, if carried out, will put a serious 
check to the cause of education and to the further progress of 
the country. Tho education, which 011 tho other hand it is 
proposed to give to the masses, will, in the absence of all demand 
for it, meet with every possible obstacle in its way, and even 
if successfully carried out will, from its ext remedy elementary 
character, be of little avail either to the country or to the 
people thcnis'dvesj Even without such education tic masses 
are being gradually improved through the medium, and by 
the example of those who h ive received English Education, 
and to whose influence, direct and indirect, doc.-> the country 
owe that gradual spread of ■ desire for education, and that 
perceptible diffusion of liberal ideas in matters of sociology, 
politics, and religion, which aro daily becoming more and more 
apparent. The proposed measure would reverse this natural 
course of tilings. Eotunnlely, however, wo have, at the head 
of our local admimat ration, a statesman v. ho, under the most 
• rill .d'vivcv m lances, has not hesitated to advocate tho..cause 
»f high education with an enlightened zeal and masterly ability, 
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eroly hop that the rumour of ITis Honor’s intention 
to lay down ore long the burden of office has no foundation iu 
truth. The state of my health will not permit me to say more, 
but 1 am sure that the Gentlemen who will r.econd ami sup¬ 
port the Resolution will do it full justice. Allow me, however, 
to say one word. Lot it not he supposed from what I have 
said this day that I am in the least opposed lo the education 
of the masses. It might be egotistical to say so, but as I have 
never spared money to assist in the diffusion of education, 
among the masses, and in the promotion of their general wcl 
fare, 1 hope, that that fact will protect me from any such 
insinuation. All that 1 wish is that English and Vernacular 
Education should go hand in hand, and that nothing should 
be done to starve tho English institutions for the sake of 
feeding vernacular schools. ( ApjAausc.) 


Dr. Mahendralala Sircar spoke as follows : 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen, —In vising to second the 
Resolution just moved, 1 mult tell yon, I do so with considerable 
hesitation, and that, Sir, on moro accounts than une. I am 
afraid, my appearance this evening i:: likely to be ascribed by 
those who do not know me arid who have not appreciated tho 
.iguilicanco ot this Meeting, 1 am alia id, Sir, my appearance 
with you will ho ascribed to motives other than those which 
actuate mo. 1 might ho suspected of being iu league with the 
British Indian Association, with the Zemin dais of Bengal, against 
tho masses of Bengal. Gentlemen, allow me to tell you, and I am 
proud to toll you, I am a veritable plebeian myself, piling from 
tho masses, from tho class of tillers of tho noil, pviimwal Zemindars 
B you like. 1 would not have come <o this Meeting had J not be¬ 
lieved that tho abolition of English Education, which would in- 
vitably follow if tho schooling rates of Government Institutions 
wcioincreased by (ho fed uf Govcrimv.ut, wc uldiGorn Urn mass*-a 
to a atuto of perpetual misery and perpetual ignorant. 1 would 
u0t 14lV0 Kmf U1 >' hifluence to this Meeting, infinik-aainml aa l 
know that inlluenco to bo, I would not have lent un iuflue-nco, 

a 
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Imd not believed that ny e: veiling this Meeting th? 
British Indian Association has done a noble act of duty, the 
noolest it has done since its foundation—a duty not only toward. 1 : 
itself, but towards the Government and the masses, the so-called 
lower orders. 

T have hesitation on another ground. It is due to myself to 
toll you, Gentlemen, and that I am altogether unaccustomed to 
speaking in public. And I must tell you also, that 1 feci 
paralysed by the sight of this grand gathering no les: than by 
the suffocating air, ay, and by the suffocating eloquence of the 
speakers that have preceded me. I am therefore afraid that 
my incompetency, aggravated by a sort of physical arc! mental 
paralysis under which 1 am laboring, might tend to mar the 
effect of the brilliant oratory that has just preceded, and the 
no les3 brilliant oratory that, I have reason to expect from the 
names of the eminent and practised speakers still in the 
programme, will follow. I shall therefore be short, leaving those 
who come after me to be sweet and eloquent. 

Ami gentlemen, I can afford to be short. From what has 
ini len from the lips of the venerable mover of the resolution 
which I have the honor to second, I think it is scarcely necessary 
for me to say much in support of it. In fact, the resolution 
v hich I have to second embodies a series of truisms which need 
mJy to be expressed in order to be assented to. It is enough to 
tell you that the necessity in an utilitarian point of view of 
State ntppori to High Education js being seriously felt and 
warmly discus; ?d in England, in spite of what is known abroad 
A her civiliza’, n, of the advances made by her savants in 
various departments of the sciences. Matthew Arnold, in his 
Import on the Secondary Education on the continent, relates an 
amusing conversation with a scientific friend, a mcclianemn 
and a mathematician. On remarking to him that <{ in one de 
partment it least, that of mochmics and engineering, we seemed, 
m spite of the nlnvuce of special schools and the idea of sen v.- r 
tu get on wonderfully well,' he received the following reply :— 
On the ; v <idr;,ry vv get on wonderfully ill. Our Engineer 
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scientific instruction, and we let them learn their 
business at our expense by the rule of ihe thumb , but it is a 
ruinous system of blunder and pi under. A man without uie 
requisite scientific knowledge undertakes to build a difficult 
bridge ; ho builds three which tumble down, and so learns to 
build a fourth which stands ; but somebody pays for the three 
failures/’ In ninety-nine cases out of a hundred, Gentlemen, 
hat somebody is the State, and whence docs the State derive 
the money to pay for the blunders of its officials, but from the 
life-blood of the masses in the ultimatum l ^ If such, Gentlemen, 
be the state of engineering science in England, what is the 
state of that science, or of any science, likely to be here ? 

India, Sir, is emphatically a land of famines and epide¬ 
mics. And how are these calamities, which have sadly 
become no frequent of late, to be averted, cxcopt by a 
profound knowledge of natural laws, a thorough acquaintance 
with the medical and the collateral sciences l And how 
can these sciences be best cultivated except on the basi • 
of High Education Gy which, of course, I mean High 
English Education? Ask the Professors of the Medical College, 
and they will toll you how sorely they feel the want of a High 
English Education in their pupils. Now, will Government 
derive no economical bone tits, if famines and epidemics are 
averted? What is Government without the people? And how 
van any Government prosper without its subjects prospering 
also? These are truisms which require no demonstration, 

But why need wc multiply arguments to show that the British 
Government itself will derive economical advantages from the 
:,pread*of n :ound and liberal English Education* Is it not 
under moral obligations’to educate the people of India? His 
not the British nation, in the fact of its possession of India, 
a most solemn and sacred trust,—the regeneration of a vast 
dependency, of the once glorious Hindu nation, the re awakening 
try life and liberty cl upwards of one hundred and eighty 
millions of souls'? Would not England'.-., true glory run//, not 
in iimplv ho Mi ui. main subjection the people of India, but in 
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iu the scale of nations, in taking them by the 
y^A/v\ reconciling them to their long alienated brethren, her 
"o>'adiildrcn ? Lot us see, Sir, if England is not under the highest 
moral responsibility to do all this. What would you think of 
the physician who undertakes the treatment of a case of apop¬ 
lexy —and it matters not whether he has been called to treat 
the case, or comes across it by pure accident, whether he 
is paid for his services or not.,— what would yon think of this 
gentleman, if, after attending upon the patient for a time anti 
cucceediug in restoring him to consciousness, he abandons him i 
"Would you justify him, would you exculpate him from the 
heavy moral delinquency, if he were to tell you that lie ha s 
placed medicines within reach of the patient, nay that lie has 
placed medicines in his very hands 1 The patient has indeed 
been restored to his consciousness, but lie continues in a state 
of paralysis. lie secs the medicine.; that will do him good, 
but he cannot stretch forth liis arms to catch hold of them, 
or, if indeed they have been placed in his hands, he cannot 
lift those hands to his mouth. Now, is not the relationship 
of England to India exactly parallel to that of our supposed 
physician to hi3 patient with infinitely heavier and more solemn 
responsibilities 1 If is only a few years back that England 
appeared in India in the shape of a few merchants or traders. 
Clod, in his Providence, converts these traders into governors and 
king 3 , their* balance-rod into a sceptre, a sceptre, Sir, which 
now sways the destinies of one of the fairest regions on the 
face of the globe. And when England assumed the sovereignty 
of India, what was the condition of tho latter 1 Was she not 
lying, as it were, in tho stupor of apoplexy, which has been 
upon her for centuries without number, paralysed in aii her 
energies, and rotting in her very vitals from wounds inflicted 
-pon her delicate frame by a succession of the most despotic 
and tyrannizing conquerors! The Anglo-Saxon of tho.c days 
who represented England, out of tho abundance of tho milk of 
human kindness iu them,—and am I to suppose and believe that 
tb it milk ha> beta dried up from the heart of th Anglo Saxon 
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ucsmit,—the Anglo-Saxon of tho*o days, England’s faith¬ 
ful and dutiful sons, out of this abundance of kindness, tool- 
compassion upon India’s deplorable condition, the deplorable 
condition of a nation, which, at a time when the rest of the 


world was sunk in primaeval barbarism, produced philosophers 
unsurpassed by the philosophers of Greece,—orators, (I beg your 
pardon, orators wo had none), warriors, wlib could compare with 
the warriors of Rome,—and a system of religion, Sir, the 
noblest that the world has produced, inasmuch as it was the 


most humanising, the most elevating, because the most spiritu¬ 
alising, the Anglo-Saxon of those days, sent to our rescue by 
Gods merciful providence, saw and took compassion upon our 
deplorable condition, and, Sir, nobly set themselves to work for 


our improvement. Under the stimulus of education in Western 
literature and science, and under the healing balsam of a benign 
and fostering Government, improvement does take place, arid 
tub s place most rapidly and almost unexpectedly. The apoplectic 
stupor of ages is broken. The people recover their conscious¬ 


ness. Ihey begin to perceive their own sad condition, which is 
one of absolute paralysis of all their euorgies. And it is at this 
moment, Gentlemen, that our Government has determined upon 
wo h drawing that aid which has, in the course of .so short a time, 
worked so mighty and beneficial a change in our condition. Rut 
mighty and beneficial as that change is, it is far from being what 
•lit to be, what with the continuance of that aid, it will ere 
long be. That we contiuuo still paralysed, Sir, the fact of this 
Meeting abundantly testifies, and it testifies to the lasting glory of 
English Education and the lasting shame of ourselves. If English 
Education had produced all its effects upon the gentry and ansto- 
cracy of the land, would not they Igive come forw; rd with open 
purses and liberal hards to endow colleges and schools, instead of 
holding ] ici Meetings like t!ii» f Would they not have said 
lo our rulers, ‘ Well you are lacking in yam dutv, hut we havo 
»>cen too well taught by your hives, to lack in ours f 


furthei .wider . wanbd to shew the t I--1EL Education 
I,ai not vei borne lull fruit* ? I beseech y y, sco it m the 
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^_ _4s 6 which the Science Association Movement ha.' mack. 

InuTthc honor to inaugurate that movement upwards of six 
months ago, ancl in the course of these six months, 1 have been 
able to get in ray list only Its. 13,500 as the amount of sub- 
scription in aid of an institution which will cost at least a lac 
of rupees for being started, an institution which will redound as 
much to our credit, as to the glory of our rulers 1 And, Sir, who 
are they who have come forward in aid of this Movement 1 Are 
they the ignorant and the uneducated zemindars who have not 
yot learnt the use of their wealth 1 Are they not the educated 
zemindars and patrons of education ? But how few their num 
her is, the Subscription List shows, and it shows therefore most 
conclusively that the time has not yot arrived for Government to 
withhold its aid from High Education, if indeed at any stage ol 
education, Government ought to withhold its aid from it. There 


are other speakers, gentlemen, to come after me, and I cannot 
now trespass on your time by dilating oil the limits of the func¬ 
tions of Government in a philosophical point of view, but I 
believe that it will remain unquestioned to the end of time that 
one of the primary functions of all enlightened Governments 
u the organization of education, of education in the highest, 
seme of the term. (Load and continued chccrmj.) 


Baboo Jadu Natlia Gliosha rose and said 
Mb. Ciwibmah and OKMLnuw,-Thou S l. my name fc 
not occur in the list of Uw speaker* elect tor Uiw eveinug. 
V:L i i, 01 „. you will allow wo the indulgence to say a lev. 
words in support of the, resolution just seconded by my 
fi-icutl Dr. Sircar. 1 shall be as brief as possible so as not to 
unnecessarily trespass upon your valuable time by vain al¬ 
to mpts at oratory. Gentlemen, I disclaim all pretensions to elo 
(ivct.ee and would have certainly remained silent m this Assem- 

My, we: o f not impelled by a strong sense of duty to contribute 
my'mito of piotoBtatiou against what 1 cannot help believing a 
most seriously calamitous >cauurc threatened by our rulers to 
be carried out to the ruin of the meet ehecting prospects o 1 • 5 
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prosperity of our father-land. Gentlemen, tlio 
proposed policy of the British Indian Government in the Educa¬ 
tion Department to encourage the so-eallcd mass education at the 
< xpenr e of the higher culture of the country seems to me as 
f.hort-sigfitcd as it is singularly ungraceful. I cannot better 
illustrate it than by applying to it one of our homely Bengali pro¬ 
verbs, t\ic wit and wisdom of which so recently engaged the atten¬ 
tion of the foremost friend of the masses,^he Rev. Mr. Long, This 
policy is an instance of u lfft” (Gam hiarcy juta dan) 

“giving away shoes by killing cows.” Who can deny the merit of 
the gift of shoes to the Brahmin 1 And yet,whatever be the quali¬ 
ty and quantity of that merit, few orthodox Hindus will dare 
acquiio it at the risk of incurring the enormous sin of destroying 
the sacred animal in gratitude to whose milk it is so tenderly 
t reated. A few pairs of slices into which the cow's hide is capable 
of being converted are no doubt necessary conveniences of civiliz¬ 
ed life, but what sane man will therefore sacrifice his milchcow 
to subserve such a purpose ! When animals of this class tlio r 
natural death—and there is no dearth of such occurrences in 
t his death-stricken world—there is plenty of materials for tho 
shoe maker to use. Cow-poisoning, tho not uncommon crime of 
Bengali Moocltiw (shoe-makers) to promote the briskness of 
their trade, cannot certainly be permitted to be perpetrated with 
impunity even if the extreme alternative wore for people to 
•walk barefooted. When the highest education of ib.it portion of 
our population which is capable of profiting by it had been o 
amply provided for by the voluntary endowments of private liber¬ 
ality as to disengage the public grants, at this moment absolutely 
necessary, barely to keep it body and soul together, it would bo 
time enough for diverting tho State funds devoted to tins end to 
further the cause of mass education. I am extremely humiliated 
to find that those statesmen, holding some of the best-paid offices 
in tho gift of her Britannic Majesty in India, who are the loudest 
in support of moss education, have not yet shewn a single example 
of their real ea neatness by coming forwiml with their private 
liberality to set free the State fund, for purposed which they hold 
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imperatively demanding Government support, 
we an Indian Wykeham iD Lord Lawrence, or wliy will n»vc 
grateful science still adore her Mayo’s holy” name within* the 
walls of an Indain Eton? When our Govcrnors-General a-ud Se¬ 


cretaries of State—not to mention minor functionaries—set the 
example of founding and endowing collegiate institutions in a 
country, the lion’s share of whose resources are absorbed in. their 
salaries and allowances, our Zemindars and Kajahs and merchant 
princes, might be expected to follow these blatant bell-wethers in 
the path of raising the standard of national education in India. 
Till then tho pseudo Friend of Lidia's bowlings week after week 
in support of mass education at the expense of high education 
should be suffered, as its maudlin sentimentality well deserves, to 
fall flat upon the car of all right-thinking men. The English 
Government in India might not 1 hi inaptly likened to an agri¬ 
culturist having immeasurable intellectual fields to cultivate. 
Its wisest policy has hitherto been not to fritter away its 
resources in attempting to grasp soils of inferior degrees of fertili¬ 
ty almost verging upon barrenness as was singularly demonstrated 
by the almost complete failure of tho one hundred and ono Ben¬ 
gali Putshallas established by orders of Lord Ilardingo in 1841, 
and ns the senseless supporters of mass education to the neglect of 
a higher ono would fondly wish it to bo again guilty of, but to 
till those portions of its wide domains which promised the richest 
harvest How rich the harvest has been even its bitterest ene¬ 
mies davo not deny. What is the plain path of duty for it at 
present to pursue ? ISTot surely to abandon these blooming gar¬ 
dens tp be run over by brambles and jungles of ignorance and 
superstition under tlio idea that they arc tulip gardens, which it is 
immaterial to take further care of, indeed if not continued folly 
any longer to cherish, bub really to value them as fittest nurseries 
for .supplying seeds and seedlings to advance the tillage of wider 
regions heretofore tying fallow for lack of tillers and took. Our 
English Colleges and Schools arc alone capable of furthering 
popular education on a sound basis, It is they that will supply 
die latter With rflioieut and well informed teachers and readable 
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&ilfctiy literature. Any coherne that v.anild suffer Engl 
caltication to droop and die before it bad taken deeper root in the 
soil than it yet seems to have done, before in fact the little mu- 
sery, to which the existing high educational institutions may be 
properly compared when vieve 1 in reference to the vast fields to 
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be sown by tlicir aid, has been transformed into an intellectual 
Sunderban where exotic science and indigenous literature will 
continue to flourish side by side in all their native luxuriance not 


needing artificial aid, let no real Friend of India think of starving 
out its. goodly growth by drying up its sap-producing moisture 
supplied in the shape of State support. Mass education, unless 
fostered by men wbo have themselves been benefitted by high 
English culture, will be only another instance of blunder and 
plunder in the department of education more than the one no¬ 
ticed by Dr. Sircar iu the Department of Engineering. - Unless so 


carefully looked after as soundly educated natives and their 


equally well-educated philanthropic European fellow subjects 
alone can do, this scheme will be merely a me..us ot proselytizing 


in the hands of those Christian Missionaries with whom the end 
sanctifies the means—such an abuse of public funds, the’ jealous¬ 
ly watched over by the nation, whoso highest interests it a fleets is 
not seldom perpetrated, to their not small mortification ana to the 
eternal discredit of that theoretically impartial British Govern¬ 
ment in India, who arc unwittingly made a party to the guilt of 
using the unbeliever's hard wrought money to the perversion of his 
kith and kin. Is not this au illustration of our adage, f*t*l 

ctStS <T5lf<l •stA? irt£>53 C?rt\£l” (tkore sil thorn nent, 

thoree vanyco dantcr gova )—it is your own grinding stones do I 
use to root your teeth out of ;ouv gums V if, howovor, there 
would be no such thing to fear in the missionary management of 
masa-education in future, I would only be agreeably surprised* 
(some body prompted the speaker, deceived,) deceived it you like, 
gentlemen, if I make mistakes in the correct use of English 
words, I only furnish afresh proof that the work of .English Edu¬ 
cation la Bengal is by no means sa complete as to be independent 


of public suppor i 
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word more aiul I shall cease to take up your time, 
fears to me somewhat inexplicable that at the present moment 
-hen nearly the whole work of Government is carried on in Eng¬ 
lish, when in the administration of justice in the highest Court 
in the land English is the sole medium to the subversion of Per- 


man and Urdu or any other native language, and again when 
there is so little likelihood of English soon making room 
for Bengali in thede departments, as N .orm an-French did in 
favor of English in the days of Edward I., why is the culture 
of Eiiglibh to be discountenanced ! Gentlemen, let not our Govern¬ 
ment bo guilty of putting the cart before the horse, let it first 
make the Governing classes capable of understanding the people's 
i ernaculai before that vernacular is allowed to supersede the 
language of the ruling class in the work of education, which 
rightly understood is but an apprenticeship to tho duties of life. 
And unless Government means (which is far from its intention) 
to shut out its native subjects from the benefits of foreign com¬ 
merce both in regard to exchange of the produce of the soil and 
of thoughts, as well as from the service of their mother-country 
in those higher posts were a knowledge of. English will yet be 
deemed a sine qua non qualification, let it by no act of its own 
discourage the* cultivation of English and thereby make L ; mo¬ 
tives liable to be misconstrued. The Hindus in tho acme of 
their power disallowed any but the twice-bom the privilege of 
studying Sanscrit literature, let not our present rulers be guilty 
of a like selfish policy. If it is still necessary to teach Latin, 
tho language of tho Roman Conquerors of England, in schools 
in England, ay in tho Grammar schools were certainly the hum¬ 
bler classes and not tho elite of England are taught, let English 
be yet awhile cultivated in our schools aa extensively as there is 
means for its teaching and desire for its acquisition. ( Applause) 
Carried . 


Baboo Issur Chunder Ghosal said: 

OnNTLK&Etf,—I have great pleasure in moving the 4th Re- 
solution with which I have been entrusted. It :s as follows: 
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Inn in no civili an1 country are the great seminaries of learn- 
supported solely by payments from the students; and the prin¬ 
ciple everywhere acknowledged that it. is the duty and interest 01 
the to encourage a liberal education, is applicable with still 
greater force in India, where the class of students is poor in 
comparison to that of any other country, and where the necessity 
of keeping up a stall of European Professors greatly increases 
the cost of education. 

I will not inllict upon you a long harangue at this late hour 
- an ^ even if I wished it, the state of my health would not pormit 
the exercise; and the eloquence of the gentlemen who have 
already addressed you is a further warning that I should not. 
trespass upon grounds which have already been trodden. I shall 
therefore bo as brief as possible, and I doubt not that my short¬ 
comings will be more than made up by my learned friends who 
will follow me. It is sufficient to state that wo arc all agreed 
"' c - 1 to the vast importance of the subject, and the immense ad¬ 
vantage and benefit which both the governors and the governed 
derive from a community of languages. Indeed, gentlemen, T 
estimate the value of this bond of mutual sympathy between 
the rulers and ruled, so highly that it is difficult to express ade¬ 
quately my feeling, and it would I think be the height of impolicy 
a dereliction of duty and something worse if cith r party went 
to cast away Him priceless jewel that is now within our grasp. 

My learned friend, who seconded the first Resolution has 
shewn to you that both the nations of Europe and America con¬ 
sider it llio first duty of Government to impart t high and 
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liberal education to thoir subjects, he has also shown to )cu the 
cliiTorenco in the cost of education between Germ any and <v .kmi 
on the one hand and India on the other. If wo look to the ra¬ 
tions of the Eat, !> ' Egyptians, Arabs, Persians, -aid Turks, 
we find that they have carried the idea of State Education further 


•hau the nations of the Wait, for they not only find Profc^nrs 
'it their Eimunburus and Mudr.i t > lor the * ‘ducat ion of the p- pie. 
but also food, iv.iim nt, and lodging and sometimes e ven stipend.-, 
of pooi ami meritorious ./udem-i. In China tiny go dill 
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y } for every p. teni of nobilily in tlia(. counrlry i t a diplo 
rfn ono of their college;;, an example worthy to be followed by 
nations who call < :m ielves better civilized. Again, if we look 
l(> our own country, we find that it was the glory of <">ur ^ancient 
kings to- hr; always surrounded by a galary of learned men of the 
highest. Indeed a Hindoo Prince, intellect who did not en¬ 
courage learning, v.vo held in such disrepute that no priest 
would accept his gifts. Even now amongst our learned Pundits 
it i;s a rule which not one of their body dares break through 
to 'Hun Itp Hie students who attend their class free of all ex¬ 
pense. Wo arc all aware, however, that the code of social law.’ 
.nnong.wt the Hindus is so closely interwoven with tlieir religious 
oyrdorn that knowledge, though so greatly encouraged, was 
dh i> led umonget the different castes which composed the commu¬ 
nity. Ono caste had theology and philosophy and astronomy for 
their special study, another caste had entrusted to them the study 
of medicine and physics, another was entrusted with the study 
of the science of navigation and commerce, and so on, but the 
professors of each class of learning had always the support of 
the Slate for the prosecution of their studies and the diffusion 
of such knowledge as they had charge of. 

It lias been remarked by some that'though amongst the ancient 
Jlindus education like mercy was doubly blessed, he that received 
as well*as ha that bestowed it, by largo endowment:; and grunts of 
land, that spirit has not yet shown itself amongst the people of 
tin; present day in the encouragements of Western learning. Those 
gentlemen, forgot that a nation that lias become dormant like the 
present Hindus through various causes cannot ' in a 

day. I’xjL Western civilizat ion exercise the sanm influence over 
the nation which religion did of old : and I doubt not the 
stream of benefactions will flow freely as when the Sans¬ 
crit was the language of the people. 1 must not omit 
however to mention here that our Universities though only 15 
years old have already received endowments of no moan eh amp¬ 
ler. It must also be. recollected that we arc nut only building 
in. civilization but uprooting one, which, though effete at 



* present day, is national, clay of glory and is still surrounded 

l>y the halo of many old associations. This is no easy task iu 
any country, and it is peculiarly difficult in India where the 
good.has degenerated into bad, and the prejudices owing to the 
subject position of the nation have become highly intensified. 
It lias then fore become to them a shield against all foreign 
intet lerenco, and the only source of combination left to the 
people, it has therefore become to them almost a privilege, 
and they tenaciously hold to it as such. 

1 hough the old Hindu College, if it had existed, would have 
now been nearly fifty years old, the Government system of 
education on a comprehensive plan commenced only in 1855- 
56 when the celebrated despatch* of tho Court of Directors came 
into operation. In that year the number of Anglo-Vernacular 
Schools was only 25 and that of Vernacular schools 5-1. The 
fast published Education Report of Bengal for 1808-G0 shews 
that within these fifteen years the former has increased to 070 
and the latter to 2062 and the number of students has alo 
increased in the same proportion. If this is not progress I do 
not know what that is. Tho cost of education in Bengal and 
the answer to the charge of charity education have been so well 
set forth by my learned friend Babu Rajendralala Mittra that 1 
will not take up your time by repeating what ho has said. If 
Government is determined not to give an English education 
in other words liberal education except at a cost which would 
lc beyond tho means of the middle class, I for one would 
propose that they withdraw from the held of English education 
altogether. Let them ride their Vernacular hobby with tho mass, 
ilicn the middle and higher classes would have an opportunity 
of combining knowing what to do for the education of their 
children. And hero let me ask you what lias hitherto been tho 
policy of the Government on this important subject. You all 
remember tho fate of lb, Hindu .Metropolitan Col logo, founded 
hy my philanthropic friend Babu Bujendia Dulfc. Would that 
Colb'go have met with a premature death, if the Government 
had not et00d out in formidable rivalry ; Again, only tho 
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_ rfM )/my respected friend Pundit Ishwarchandra Vidyasagor 

shuglvt to raise his excellent Calcutta school, the Metropolitan 
Institution, to the ranks of a College, but the Syndicate of tho 
University refused to affiliate it. Similarly my public-spirited 
friend Babu JoykrLshua Mookerjeo offered to convert the 
Ootterpara School into a College and to endow it handsomely 
and applied to Government for such aid as was accorded to 
Missionary Colleges, but our enlightened Government declined 
to comply with his request. This is the way the Government 
meets private efforts for promoting liberal education and yet 
we are taunted for not exercising self-reliance ! (Cheers.) 

The principle of an education tax or cess is in till civilized 
countries connected with the system of compulsory and gratui¬ 
tous education. Is our Government prepared to go that length* 
K.membering that the Rulers and the Ruled in this country 
differ widely in race, religion, and feeling, and particularly 
that our Missionary friends are sure to have the lion’s share of 
the work with a view to swell the flock of so-called Christian 
converts. I do not blame the Missionaries, for it u their 
vocation. I mean to make as many prosylyles as they can, but 
will it be wise on the part of the Government to adopt an 
educational policy, which will render their motives liable to bo 
misunderstood and misinterpreted ? I may however here fedl 
their proper vocation is preaching and not politics. And is not 
the foo contribution from the people for educating their children 
a eras more equitable and more elastic and less harassing Ran 
any direct tax would be ? Public spirit in paying for tho benefit 
of others is no doubt commendable, but surely no on© likes to 
give charity under compulsion and to see his hearth and home 
sold in default. 

Again, it needs be lemetn bored that the cost of English edu¬ 
cation in Indi a is greatly enhanced by the employment of Euro¬ 
pean Professors, but that is unavoidable. European knowledge 
without European Professors to impart it would be like a body 
without a soul. Our native teachers are no doubt ethoieufc to a 
certain de ;rf>> but will they be able to impart .hat .qfitil to 
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^ ^^^/pupils, which a European is alone fitted to do by reason 
of his having acquired it with almost his mother’s milk. Eng¬ 
lish teachers are certainly more expensive than those imported 
from oilier European countries, and if the worst should 
come to the worst I would certainly recommend the emplo} T - 
mont of these cheap European teachers. In conclusion, gentle¬ 
men, I must thank the British Government for what they 
have already done for diffusing European knowledge amongst 
us and I would beseech them not to make English educa¬ 
tion an exceptional advantage for the benefit of the rich only. 
If they do not approve of the present system of English educa¬ 
tion, let them give it up altogether, for in that case as I have 
said before tho rich and the middle class would be placed on an 
equal footing. Gentlemen, I do yet hope that the Government 
will prove more generous than they profess to bo. I have known 
the British notion long enough not to know that they value pub¬ 
lic discussion and are never slow to profit by it. I have there¬ 
fore no doubt that our united voice lifted from one end of the 
country to the other will have duo influence upon our rulers. 
The warm sympathy which Mr. Broadley has manifested this 
evening even my humble opinion is a sufficient indication that 
the Bengal Civilians at least stand by us in the hour of our mis¬ 
fortune, and their help I feel confident will parry us a long way. 
(-1 pplause.) 


Baboo Amahendra Nautii Chatterjei:,— B. L Pleader, High 
Court, in seconding the 4th Resolution, said, he would not detain 
the meeting long at that hour of the evening, it being 5 minutes 
to 6 o’clock. Nor lio a he much to say as the question had been 
discussed thread-bare by tho able speakers who have gone before 
him. The subject however was so tempting that oven at that 
late hour lie would claim their indulgence for a few minutes. Tt 
has been said that the money question lies at the root of the 
Resolution of the Government, but that question had always 
been before the Home Government in England. It wwi before* 
the Court of Directors when that honorable body rejected the 
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c^-il/of Lord JTmxUir.ro’:.- Government fur the ehtablLshmeikL 
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s ^of^^ er Univci.-ntics in India. The Court of Director., in tlieir 
reply to Lord Hardinge’s Government expressly mentioned that 
although they considered it was the duty of Government to 
render the utmost aid to tho intellectual advancement of the 
people by a wide and extensive diffusion of a sound and liberal 
English education, and that to the furtherance of that object, it 
would be highly desirable to found the universities proposed 
by the Indian Government, still the establishment of the uni¬ 
versities would necessarily entail an amount of expenditure, the 
State could not bear. Such was the reason which had led the 
Government of the Hon’ble the East India Company to hold 
back* But, happily, the Hon’ble Court of Director; came to a 
different conclusion in 185 i, and its despatch of that year to 
the Government of Lord Dalliousie, sanctioning tho establish¬ 
ment of the universities, and laying down for the guidance of 
the Indian Government an elaborate and comprehensive scheme 
for the education of the people, has, therefore, been appropriately 
termed by an able Historian of India as the intellectual Char¬ 
ter of tho people of India (Loud Cheers.) Since that time, 
the resources of the State have vastly improved ; commerce has 
expanded ; peace and tranquillity reigned over the land. Was 
this then tho time for the Government to put forth the plea oi 
necessity and disown its most sacred responsibility'? He, the 
speaker, hero dwelt upon the intellectual condition of the country 
in Lord William Bcntinck’s time, and referred the Government 
to hi.. - Bcport on the state of Education in Bengal in 

1SU. The importance of a sound and liberal English education 
ha ; for the last quarter of a century been in groat don md with 
I lie people. Time was, no doubt, when religious fears prevented 
people from availing themsolw ; of it. But its great importances 
and absolute necessity, oil at least political considerations, were? 
unquestioned- He would refer the Meeting to Kajah Ham 
Mohuu Hoy’s letter to Lord Amherst, in which Hint fir seeing 
philosopher and philanthropist urged upon the Governor General 
Ur* claims jd the people to a useful English Education. He, 
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, would not cave to discuss the comparative advan¬ 
tages of an English ancl a Vernacular Education. Bub one fact 
was patent io ns all—Anglicists and Orientalists would, at any 
rate, agree in tin’s, that more Vernacular Education would nob 
raise the people of this country on a level with their English 
Rulers. (Loud cries of Hear Hear.) No Vernacular -Educa¬ 
tion would render people qualified for the high offices in the 
State. And it is a duty of the British Government to throw 
open offices of distinction to the people of this country, if they 
are qualified for sarao. 

It is said that the Government ought not to encourage 
English education, because people seek for and pursue it in order, 
that they may better their prospects in life. He, the speaker, 
-lid not think it was at all necessary to consider this objection. 
It was futilo and puerile ; it carried its own refutation. Nobody 
would doubt for a moment that Education is universally sought 
for the sake of material advantages. Of Sanscrit knowledge 
alone it could bo said that it was pursued for its own sake 
A more disinterested class of students could not he found than 
the ancient Risliies of India. But such was no< tho spirit of 
modern civilizations. And yet the lovo of knowledge for its 
own sake was not altogether wanting among his countrymen, 
lie, the speaker, would point to his College friend Baba An undo 
jtlohun Bose, Premchand Roycbuud Student of the Calcutta 
"University, who after receiving the highest education that an 
Indian University could give him has forsaken all immediate 
prospects here, and matriculated in the University of Cambridge. 
(Tloar / Hear]) He tho speaker thought thoro were three 
points involved in the present controversy which Mould bo 
kept steadily in view. 1st. The Rulers should understand the 
Ruled ; 2nd tho Ruled should understand the Rulers, and 3rd 
India being a vast continent, there should be a community of 
Heutimont and holing among its diverm nationalities tor the 
'uL aneement m the common wool. And what could he > mows 
powerful instrument for the accomplishment of these important 
tfhjocU that tho wile division of English Education. Tim-iitr 
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that although the natives cried .for Ivn^liali IvhscaLon 
f'iey were riot willing to pay for it. Now it was well known 
Hint since tlie Education Despatch of 1831, Schools bud been 
multiplied at an astonishing late in the Presidency and in the 
interior, and who were chiefly instrumental in founding them? 
Were it not the English educated natives and did they not 
pay two-thirds, and in many cases three fourths ot the cost ot 
those schools! Thanks to Deputy Magistrates and Deputy 
Collectors, Moorish)':! and Subordinate Judges, Pleaders and 
Sub Assistant Surgeons, and enlightened Zemindars and Talook- 
dars. the cause of education was daily gaining ground. Would 
it lie wise or politic for the State in this frame of the national 
,:,iml to withdraw its aid from English Education and thus stop 
tho goo.) works. Permit me, said the speaker, to conclude by 
saying that in the name of every thing sacred and in the interest 
of the whole nation I adjure Lord Mayo’s Government to watch 
and wait, not to be precipitate, not to arrest the tide of progress 
by sudden fit of economy or a misplaced seal for vernacular 
education ! (Loud A0lau 


Baboo Bippro Dnss Banncrjee said :— 

Mm Chairman and Gentlemen, ■—Since the beginning of this 
educational controversy, 1 have gone into hundreds of villages 
and talked \tiih thousands of peasants. After the fullest enquiries 
l have coroe to the con.clm.ion that the extensile system oi verna¬ 
cular education contemplated by Government would'--ho prema 
ture. 

Much ha, been said by the preceding speaker* regarding high 
Eu-liih education. 1 ’shall content myself with telling you that, 
out of Rs. 20,51,508 spoilt for education in Bengal, Rb. 10,20,002 
is spent for direction, inspection, and professional institutions ; 
Ri, 11,00.510 are contributed by private individuals, the actual 
net cost incurred by the State for English Education w Ra. 
7,2.»,9g8 only I In the face of those figures, the proposed policy 
ot the Government of India to say the least of it would be highr, 
impolitic,” I appeal to all Englishmen, whether it is ‘expclient 



all at once ? 

The Government of India in their resolution dated the Sth 
September 1809 have said that English education has spread so 
rapidly and is so much appreciated by the people, that it may 
be loft to itself. I deny it; there are at present J,02,671 
a indents in Bengal, of these 43,680 belong to the vernacular 
schools in Bengal under Bab us Bhoodcb Mookcrjca and Kashi 
Kant Mookcrjea. Assuming the number of boys of school-going 
age in Bengal to bo 1 millions, and 2 millions belong to the 
high and middle classes, 1,16,001 boys receiving English educa¬ 
tion form a very low ratio. There aro yet persons belonging to 
the high and middle classes, who object to send their boys to 
English schools, because they consider that English Education 
will make them irreligious ! There are myriads ot students who 
cannot learn English simply because they cannot undergo the 
expenses of an English education. 

As for mass education I say what I have repeatedly assorted 
as a journalist that the time is come to teach the masses. But 
education like any commercial commodity must be given on tin 
principle of die supply being limited to the demand. So say 
our Vernacular Inspectors, who complain that the schools under 
them contain a greater number of higher class students than 
those of (lie lower class, for whom they aro chiefly intended. 
Why is this so? simply because the ryots cannot afford to loso 
the labour of their boys. B\ all means give them education 
bill give them what they really want, I mean practical education. 
The Government may establish schools and erect palatial build 
mge, but the teachers I am afraid will have i.o address empty 
bench os. Unless you improve the material condition of the 
ryota it is idle to expect thorn to go to schools which hold out 
no inducement to them. Lot this be done and then extend 
mass education, but not by sacrificing high English education, 
though according to tin spirit of the great dispatch *f 1831, 
yon may gradually retire from th: direct uianngoment of the 
schools. 


MINIS 



( 68 ) 


«, xju-i after all wb.it sort of education do the Government intenci 
to give to the masse;-; ? Is mere reading, writing, and casting 
figures education? Is it fair to keep the ryot in the loading 
strings for ever? Such J fear will be the result of the proposed 
schemes of mass education. .Even now the ryots complain that 
they have nothing to satisfy their legitimate ambition. (Here 
he speakers read an extract from the Report of the Deputy 
Inspector of Sonaniuky circle. Vide Education Report for 1868- 
09, page 358-59.) You may close the English Schools, but do 
' von believe that the ryots will rest satisfied with the education 
that will not. enable them to vise above the present dead level? 
The expenses of English Education may deter them, but will 
they not curse the hand that will give them a drop and a drop 
which will serve to increase their thirst? Will nib this 
be tantamount to an introduction of a new system of caste :— 
The rich educated, for they can afford any expense, tho middle 
d i:r. compelled to remain in ignorance, and the mass never to 
bo allow' <1 to go beyond the iron barrier to be sot around them \ 
I’ll-: true policy is so keep these English.schools as they aie, that 
the rich and tho middle classes as well as the children of the 
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Jowct classes, if .they have means, may finish their education 
there. The Government are tantalizing the-masses with pro¬ 
mises which their own policy will not enable them to > fulfil. 
Napoleoh “’will give anything to secure tho adherence of men 
hicc Guizot and Thiers”!,! Our Government aiv suppressing 
i'ho only class v bo arc loyal on principle and from a love of‘their 
country. As a humble but loyal subject of her Gracious Majesty 
X deeply and v n 1 y lament the determination of the Govern- 
j«uut of Indm cn this important question, (d^lausc.) 

Carried. 


Ba ui: Dvclni.T-.v MuLtlCK, in moving the 5th Resolution 
,., a j.d, ’b' in. L v,;:; simple inasmuch as the preceding speaker 
had oxhanoi.cd If a; important points embraced in the Memorial, 
lie wa. j.i.r'A of opinion that it was the duty of right-think¬ 
ing, and b; d ut* ,j'wU to represent freely and unreservedly then* 
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to their Sovereign rather than brood over them in 
sullen discontent. “ Let us therefore,” he continued, go up sub¬ 
missively and respectfully to tho Secretary of State and pray 
that the impending calamity be adverted. I call at a calamity, 
for it can bo nothing else, if those who arc destined by their 
education and position to lead the nation in the path of intellec¬ 
tual and social progress wore shut out from the schools and 
colleges by prohibitory schooling fees. I hope in saying this I 
I may not bo mi; understood, I am not opposed to mass educa¬ 
tion. I will hail the day when the millions of ibis country will 
not only acquire rudimentary knowledge, but will bo placed in 
a position by means of practical instruction to bring modem 
improvements to bear upon unagricultuial and other industrial 
occupations in which they may be engaged. It is our good for¬ 
tune to live under the benolieent sway of a Sovereign who sor¬ 
rows in our sorrow, and rejoices in our rejoicing, who looks with 
an equal eye upon all classes of Her subject without distinction of 
creed and color. I cannot for a moment believe that Her Graci¬ 
ous Majesty the Queen and the great British Nation, in whose 
hands are committed our destinies will do aught to arrest the 
progress of English education in this country, to which may 
rightly be traced tho manifold blessings for which we fool so 
grateful to tho British Govern mcnl. Our prayer I submit is 
reasonable and just, wo do not wish that the slightest check should 
be given to popular education. "Wo only ask that the State may 
not withdraw or diminish its aid, limited as it is, from English 
education. If our rulers have any faith in their beneficent 
mission in this country they will I buliovo allow that that mission 

.. only be fulfilled by qualifying the natives to parjacipato in 
tho blessings of that civilization, which Las enabled them to 
take tho foremost place in tho scale of nations, and what can be 
more potent agency towards that end than the wido diifusion of 
European knowledge C The speaker concluded by moving the 
following llcsolution : 

That the following Memorial umb-nlyiii!.; the views and senti¬ 
ments affirmed in the foregoing Kcsolutioiib by forwarded io Hi 
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ace tlie Secretary of State for India through the usual channel. 


To 

HIS GRACE THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR INDIA. 


The humble Memorial of the 
undesigned native inhabi¬ 
tants of Lower Bengal. 

Respectfully Shewetit, 

1. That your Memorialists have been filled with great 
alarm by the Resolution of the Government of India in the 
Financial Department, No. 229(1, dated Fort William the 31st 
March 1670, announcing the reversal of the educational policy, 
inaugurated by the Government of that enlightened statesman 
JiOrd William Ben thick, and fostered by successive Governor;;- 
General, wliich if carried out in its integrity will prove seriously 
detrimental to the cause of the material, mental, and moral 
progress of the people of tills country. 

2. Your Memorialists do not desire to revive the old contro¬ 
versy as to whether the English or the oriental languages should 
Constitute the media of instruction for the natives of India. 
The important results which have already followed the policy of 
Lord William BentinCk’a Government fully attest its wisdom. 
Nothing, how- ver, can be plainer or more obligatory on tin? 
Govorum )iit of India than the instructions on this subject con* 
Diued in the celebrated Despatch of the Honorable the Court 
of Directors of 1851, justly regarded as the Charter of Educa¬ 
tion for British InUia. 

3. The cardinal principles' of the educational policy of Go¬ 
vernment were thus .laid down in that memorable Despatch: 

"It is one of our most sacred duties, to be the mean-., as ia» as 
in ns lies, of conferring upon the natives of India those va l mo»a» 
and material blessings winch flow from the general diffusion 
of useful knowledge. M 
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knowledge will leech the natives of India the marvellous 
results of the employment of labor and capital, rouse them to 
emulate us in the development of the vast resources of then 
country, guide them in their efforts, and gradually, but certainly, 
confer upon them all the advantages which accompany the 
healthy increase of wealth and commerce.” “ We must emphati¬ 
cally declare that the education which we desire to see extended 
in India is that which has for it:, object the diffusion of the im¬ 
proved Arts, Science, Philosophy and Literature of Europe ; in 
‘ short of European knowledge ” “ In ary general system of edu¬ 

cation, the English language should be taught where there is a 

demand for it ; but such instruction should always ho combined 
with a careful attention to the study of the Vernacular, and with 
Mich general instruction as can be conveyed through that 
language.”...We look therefore to the English language and 
to the Vernacular languages of India together, as the media for 
the diffusion of European knowledge, and it is our desire to see 
them' cultivated together in all schools in India of sufficiently 
high class to maintain a school master possessing the requisite 

qualifications.”.“ Schools whoso object should be to provide 

more opportunities tliau now exist for the acquisition of such an 
improved education as will make those who possess it more 
useful members of Society in every condition of life shall exist in 
every district in India.” 
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“ We include in the class of institutions those which like 

the Zillali Schools in Bengal,.use the English language as 

the chief medium of instruction \ as well as others of an inferior 
order such as the Government Vernacular Schools in 

the Bombay Presidency, whoso object is, to convey the highest 
class of instruction which can now be taught through the me¬ 
dium of the Vernacular languages.” 


“ We include these Anglo-Vernacular and Vernacular school* 
in the - an o class, because wo are umvil mg to maintain the 
broad line of separation which at present c v its between school* 
in which the media lor imparting instruction differ. 
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system was thus summed up :— 

‘‘ Such a system as this, placed in all its degrees under effieieui: 
inspection beginning with the humblest elementary instruction 
and ending with the University test of a liberal education, the * 
best students in each class of schools, being encouraged by tlio 
aid afforded them towards obtaining a superior education, by 
means of such a system of scholarships as we shall have to 
describe, would, we firmly believe, impart life and energy to 
education in India, and lead to a gradual but steady extension 
of its benefits to all classes of the people. 

•!. Eut in the face of these emphatic injunctions, tho Govern¬ 
ment of India, in its recent Resolution, has proclaimed its 
intention to withhold its aid from i( all English education/' de¬ 
claring that “ the motives which induce the people to seek it are 
prime facie sufficient for its rapid development without any con- 
fy that ion from tho Imperial finances,” that “ the desire for Ver¬ 
nacular Education, or, as might distinctively be said, for educa¬ 
tion in order to develop the intellectual faculties, apart from tho 
immediate purpose of securing material advantages, is so low as 
hardly co exist, and, therefore, ought to receive much artificial 
stimulus and encouragement,” and accordingly directs the local 
Government: “ reduce to the utmost the charge upon tho State 
for English Education with a view to render it as soil-supporting 
as possible.” 

0. The withdrawal of State aid from English Education, your 
Memorialists respectfully submit, would be a grave misfortune to 
the people of this country. Apart from the intellectual, social, 
cud moral advantages, which tlow from it, it has a direct economic 
value to the Government, which can ha rdly * be exaggerated 
The English Schools and Colleges constitute the holds ot excicise 
[\ >v the training of tho children of tho soil for tho discharge of 
administrative function.; ; indeed, were it not for the facility 
thus afforded to recruit tho different branches of the public 
service, it would have been scarcely possible for tho BiJishGo- 
• e.vu’UC*ii*. in India with he vneaus a* its disposal to h.\•.o earned 
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6. The present political condition of the country renders it 
necessary that the whole of its legislation and the hulk of its 
fiscal, Judicial and police administration should be conducted 
through the, medium of the English language, and it is of the 
utmost consequence therefore that for a proper understanding of 
their object, effect, and bearing, a fair knowledge of that lan¬ 
guage should be possessed, not only by the higher classes, but l>y 
all who come under their operation and influence. To secure a 
just appreciation of the motives of the Government by the 
}>eople at large, and to create a bond of sympathy between the 
rulers and the ruled, who are otherwise unhappily divided by 
color, creed and feeling, such a knowledge is imperatively requir¬ 
ed, and cannot be neglected without the risk of serious evil. 

7. English Education for the people of this country is thus a 
State necessity, and it is therefore the duly and interest of the 
British Indian Government to apply a portion of the public 
revenues to it' advancement, for it not only thereby promotes 
the cause of good government and is thus enabled to fulfil one of 
the noblest ends of its existence in a foreign country, but 
directly lessens the cost of administration and lightens the 
burden of taxation on the people at largo. 

8. In another sense State expenditure on English Education is 
also reproductive. Educated natives are so many missionaries of 
•knowledge, and the light they receive they arc naturally desirous 
10 Communicate freely to their less fortunate countrymen. 
'1 hus in 1855-36 the year when the Education Despatch of the 
Court of Directors came into operation, the number of Angio- 
Wrnanilar Schools, was 25, and that of Vernacular seh<>r*H: 
•>1. while !u 1863-6$, the htst year‘of actual returns, the former 
e ’ i increased to 670. an I the latter to 2.96 ( 2, mostly through 

j 
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lP exertions of native gentlemen educated in English and under 
the fostering influence of the Grant-in-aid system. 


f>. The object of the Government of India in reducing or 
withdrawing State contribution in aid of English Education is 
stated to be to divert it to Vernacular Education, but from the 
facts stated above, it is clear that English Education helps on 
the cause of Vernacular Education. For every rupee paid by 
the State in the aid of the Vernacular schools, an additional 
rupee is paid in the shape cf fees and subscriptions raised through 
the instrumentality of educated natives, and were this agency 
to be repressed, the Government would have to bear the whole 
and not the half of the cost of Vernacular Education as now, 
while there would be no scope loft for that u spirit of reliance 
upon local exertions and combination for local purposes, which 
is of itself,” wrote the authors of the Education Despatch referred 
to above, “ of no mean importance to the well-being of a 
nation.” 


10. It has been Said that high education is sought only by 
those classes who are- well able' to pay for it, but this, your 
Memorialist. submit, is a mistake. The social and political condi¬ 
tions of the country do not offer any incentive to the richer 
classe.s (whose numbei is extremely limited) to pursue a liberal 
course of study, and those who sent their children to school are 
generally poor and ill-able to defray the entire cost of their 
education. It is to be observed also, that the Government does 
not propose to withdraw its aid from high education only, but 
from all English Education, whether rudimentary or liberal, 
and that it will thereby aflect the bulk of our English schools, 
many of which are primary institutions designed for instruction 
in the elements of reading, writing and cyphering, and which all 
include the Vernacular as a part of their curriculum. Thus it 
will be seen that the opposition of Government is to the spread 
of English amongst all classes and not to high education through 
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li. The Resolution of the Government of India is calculated 
to convey an erroneous impression as to the share of State con¬ 
tribution in aid of English Education. It is often alleged lluit 
■the British Indian Government gives a u charity” education to its 
subjects, but how far this charge is grounded on fact will appear 
from the following Statement: — 

Expenditure on English Education in 1868-09. 


Institutions. 

Imperial 

Funds. 

Fees and 
Endowments. 

Total. 


Rs. 

lls. 

Rs. 

Colleges General 

1,91,456 

* 95,499 

2,86,955 

Government Schools... 

2,29,730 

2,22,01G 

4,51,746 

Aided Schools 

•200,331 

3,79,404 

5,79,738 

Total .. 

6,21,520 

0,96,515 

13,18,439 


12. It will be thus seen that in Government Colleges an 
amount equal to half the State contribution is raised by lees, sub¬ 
scriptions and endowments, in the Ziliah Schools a sum equal to 
the Government grant, and in the Aided schools nearly two thuds 
come from the same sources, a state ot things quite in accord with 
the general spirit of the Education Despatch of VSoi.and w hb 
the Grant-in-aid Rules sanctioned "by *.bo Government of India, 
i t is oh.-rrvabk that the two Government Schools in Calcutta 
Upt up tot the Hi oie-, of the city, f\r from being i burden on 
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Hu' State, yield a surplus income, and that ol* the institutions for 
nrofessional education the Law Schools shewed in 18GS-G0, a sur¬ 
plus of lls. 7,010. Your Memorialists may add that in Calcutta 
where tlte demand for English Education is exceptionally great, 
and the people are for the most part in a position to bear the 
whole cost of maintaining English Schools, the Government docs 
not now*give any Grant in-aid to a school in which English is 
taught; 

13. The Government of India seems to deprecate English 
Education on the ground that it is pursued for the sake of “ ma¬ 
terial advantages.” It, cannot however, be denied that modern 
civilization is closely i nterwoven with the material prosperity of 
a nation, and that in every civilized country, education is valued 
i.ofc only for the intellectual and moral advantages it affords, but 
;uso for its immediate bearing ou the practical purposes? of life 
'The distinction, sought to be drawn between the English and the. 
Vernacular language as a medium of instruction, seems to imply 
(hat the former, with its rich treasures of literature and science 
is not calculated so well ns the latter to developc the intellectual 
faculties. This distinction, your Memorialists cannot help observ¬ 
ing. is an arbitrary assumption opposed to the una nimous opinion 
o, all the greatest men in India, European and Native. It is 
certain that so tar as intellectual discipline is concerned, flic Yer- 
^•t uhi language of Bengal, being newly formed, though it is 
rapidly advancing through the literary activity of English edu- 
‘•.aut natives, cannot boast of those resources, whether in litera¬ 
ture or science, which can supply a complete course tor liberal edu¬ 
cation, or can gratify the thirst for knowledge of an intellectual 
being. G once it is that \ crhacular Education, howe ver valued 
. a medium of rudimentary instruction for those who -e cimim- 
and occupations do not admit of English education, cannot 
m.uv. y io da desired extent the European knowledge aimed at in 
tju Kduiation lie; patch of 18,>4, or satisfy the demands' of nm- 
d- n civ ilization, Or the political aspirations of the people. But 
•a V C ;d;icuJ:u Education had no practical value, if it wcica ba:- 
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', v , fSffcmtellectual exercise. how few even of ilio.se who now receive 
it or who arc in the view of the Government of India would ever 
seek it. And hero the economic value of English Education is 
also evident. The vernacular hooka which are being so rapidly 
multiplied .are produced without requiring any direct stimulus 
from the State, under the beneficent influence of that English 
-Education, (which the Government of India, would fain repress,) 
whereas in the other provinces where English Education has not 
made equal progress, even handsome pecuniary rewards have fail¬ 
ed to produce a literature comparatively so rich and varied. 


14. Every civilized country, your Memorialists submit, con¬ 
siders it obligatory on the State to appropriate a portion of the 
public revenues co the promotion of liberal education, and as that 
education can only bo attained through the medium of the Eng¬ 
lish language in the present state of this country, it cannot, they 
humbly conceive, be consistent with our policy to withdraw tlu/ 
insignificant sum now given in aid of English Education'in Ben¬ 
gal, which is scarcely an appreciable fraction of the enormous 
revenues which Bengal contributes to the imperial treasury. And 
they would further point out that the voluntary contributions of 
those, who avail themselves of the English Schools anil Colleges, 
much greater than the amounts raised in the other provinces 
by compubory local cesses; while the fee payments in Bengal are 
already high compared with corresponding rates even in Europe* 
Thus by a recent statue of the University of Oxford its doors arc 
open to all for the almost nominal fee of £ 3. 10 per annum and 
while the fee rate in the Presidency College in Calcutta is 
at present £ H. . per annum and In the Mofussil Colleges 
TO. per annum, exclusive uf fees for the professional branches 
such as lav* and Civil Engineering, 


lo. The Principle, regulating tlm allotment of the public 
revenuest tin several provinces for the purport of (duration, 
7 . mi tin • humble opinion of'jour irn moririlist.^ highly imauth 
ho lory, in the Jit. t place, out of an imvinc of nearly fifty 
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only £0S0,530 is allotted to education , and that amount 
is thus divided among the several provinces :— 


Province*. 

Total 

Revenue. 

Allotment for 
Education. 



For 1870-71. 

Madras . 

£S,010,915 

£90,052 

Bombay. 

£9,616,233 

£1,18,271 

Bengal . 

£15,379,708 

£2,34,384 

North West Provinces. 

£0,351,728 

£1,03,528 

Punjab . 

£3,873,749 

£04,909 

Oudh. 

£1,590,483 

£20,050 

Central Province. 

£1,088,815 

£27,864 

British Burmali . 

£1,101,478 

£10,908 


10. It will be seen that the older Provinces receive far less 
than the new Provinces, though the former yield a much larger 
revenue. Bengal, your Memorialists submit, has a peculiar 
claim to consideration. Tt yields the largest r venue in the 
empire, and what is worthy of particular remark is that of the 
all pervading tax in this country, the duty upon salts, from 
which no man, woman, or child who uses that necessary of life 
can escape, the people of Bengal contribute a much larger 
proportion than the inhabitants of any other provinces* 
Too maximum salt-duty in the other provinces docs not ex¬ 
ceed Its. 3 per mannd, whereas in Bengal it is R-. 3 8 per matind, 
and if the Imperial Government would, as uu act of bare 
justice, give to Bengal tlm proceeds of this oxers-?, there would 
bo not only no lack of means for the education ot the masses, 
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would be a fund available for that purpose which 
no local cess can cover. 

17. Your Memorialists are aware that the Hon’ble the 
Court of Directors in the Education Despatch adverted io above, 
which is regarded as the Charter of education for India, “ looked 
forward to the time when any general system of education 
entirely provided by Government may be discontinued, with the 
gradual advance of the system of Grants-in-aid, and when many 
of existing Government Institutions, especially those of the higher 
order, may be safely closed, or transferred to the management 
of local bodies under the control of, and aided by, the State.” 
But no educational institutions, not even those of the higher 
order, arc now supported “ entirely by Government/’ on the 
contrary, half the expenses of the Colleges und Zillah Schools, 
commonly culled Government Schools, are now met by fees and 
endowments, and two thirds of the charges of aided schools are 
borne by local funds. On the other hand, remembering that the 
students in this country are much poorer than the corresponding 
class in England or in any European country, with which a 
comparison can be drawn, the State contributions in aid of those 
Colleges and Schools cannot, your Memorialists submit, be 
withdrawn or diminished without dooming them to inevitable 
decay if not absolute ruin, a contingency which was most 
strongly deprecated by the llon’ble Court in communicating its 
orders to the Government of India. 

18. Your Memorialists are alive to the importance of popu!> 
education, and the stress justly laid upon it in the Education 
Despatch of 1854 and in the Despatches of Her Majesty’s 
successive Secretaries of State for India, which relate to this 
subject, but your Memorialists do not remember to have noticed 
a single expression in those Stab papers, which implies that 
the aid given to English Education, should be transferred to 
vernacular Education. On the contrary it. has been repeatedly 
declared that both should go hand in hand. While a regards 
increased cost to the State, the Honljlb the Court of Directors, 
who inaugurated the present system, were fully ionsible of this 





these memorable words:—“ Although we arc, fully aware that 
the measures we have now adopted will involve in the end a 
much larger expenditure upon education from the revenues of 
India, or in other words, from the taxation of the people of 
India, than is at present so applied, we arc convinced, with Sir 
Thomas Mimro, in words used many yeai*3 since, that any 
expenses which may be incurred for this object, ‘will be amply re¬ 
paid by the improvement of the country ; for the general diffusion 
of knowledge is inseparable followed by more orderly habits, by 
increasing industry, by a taste for the comforts of life, by exertion 
to acquire them, and by the growing prosperity of the people.’ ” 

10. The recent Resolution of the Government of India 
involves the transgression of the Educational Charter of India on 
three cardinal points, 1st—it divorces English from Vernacular 
Education, 2nd—by causing this divorce it undermines the 
sound basis of Indian Education, viz., European knowledge, 
inasmuch as the Bengali language, though far more improved 
than most of the Vernaculars of India, is not sufficiently 
advanced for the communication of knowledge “in the improved 
arts, science, philosophy and literature of Europe," and 3rd— 
by discountenancing aid to “ all English Education” it destroys 
the prospect, of the aided Anglo-Vernacular Schools, which feed 
the Colleges, and where the bulk of the middle classes receive 
their education. 

20. The pi actu al result of the new policy announced by the 
Government of India would, vour Memorialists believe, be the 
surrender of English Education of a higher order to the Christian 
Missionaries, whose avowed object it is to proselytize the people 
of this country and subvert their national religion. It may 
easily bo surmised that such an issue will fill Her Majesty’s 
Native Indian subjects with the deepest discontent, for wliat 
could bo move unsatisfactory to a nation than to sec its own 
liard-carned resources placed in the hands of a body of propagan¬ 
dists, whose chief aim it is, as observed above, to overthrow 
its religious and social fabric. 
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Snail/, your Memorialists venture to submit, the unanl- 
opiuion which prevails among the people of Bengal as 
to the kind of education calculated to benefit them, the intelli 
gent appreciation which they have shewn of the important 
principle of local exertion for the diffusion of e ducation, affirmed 
in the Despatch ot the Court of Directors, and the large number 
of schools they have established under the grant-in-aid rules 
suggest that some voice should bo given to them both in the 
regulation of tlio system of education and in the administration 
of the education grant. 
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22. Your Memorialists humbly hope they have stated 
enough to show that the time has not arrived for the State to 
sover its connection with English Education in India, and that 
the Vernacular languages, whether of Bengal or of the other 
Provinces, have not attained the development necessary for the 
communication and diffusion of European knowledge, and they 
accordingly pray. — 


That your Grace will be pleased 
to take the above facts and 
circumstances into considera¬ 
tion and not to sanction any 
measure, calculated to impair 
the present efficiency of Anglo- 
Vernacular Education, and 
thereby to check the progress¬ 
ing civilization of the people 


of India. 


Baboo Sree Govaul Paul Chowdry seconded the motion. 

Baboo Buoy hub Ciiuxdbr Banerjfa, B. L. moved the fol¬ 
lowing amendment ; 

“Thai the Memorial just read be adopted, subject' to such 
alterations in its form and the prayer contained therein. which 
: he Committee of the British Indian Association may Bunk 
fit to make, provided it should hereafter appear as rumoured 
that the Bee votary of State has already signified his approval 

ii V 
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— '(jyy/ir Resolution of the Government of Iiulia, dated the 
Search last on tho subject under notice.” 

Baboo Hcmehunder Banerjea B. L. seconded the motion, 
which was carried. 

Baboo Biprodoss Banerjea said : The last Resolution is not 
Sufficient. If it should be true that the Duke of Argyll has 
already signified his approval of the Anti-English-Education policy 
of the Government of India, it would be labour lost to apply 
to him on the subject. I would therefore suggest that the 
Memorial just read be sent at once to the House of Commons, 
and that an Agent be deputed to England to ventilate our 
grievances there. I also propose that Sir Charles Trevelyan 
be re<inested to lrold the brief for us. I am sure he will co¬ 
operate with us, for he was one of those illustrious men who 
had induced the good Lord Bcntinck to adopt the Educational 
policy, which has benefitted the country so much. (Baboo 
Kristodoss Paul here remarked that Parliament would be 
prorogued before the Memorial could reach England.) So 
much the better for us. Money shall be forthcoming to de¬ 
fray *he expenses of the Agent. He will have time to prepare 
the Eng ash mind to give us a fair hearing. A Memorial to 
the Great Mogul in the Victoria Hotel will avail little. V'e 
should go to the Seat of Power, and lay our case with all the 
details before the people of England, who will not I feel persuaded 
refuse to do us justice. I would however leave the ques 
to the discretion of (ho Committee of the British Indian Asso¬ 
ciation,. and v. ould accordingly move that they ho authorized to 
address Iht: Memorial to Parliament if they shpnld think fit. 
Baboo Kalimolum Doss seconded the motion which was 


carried. 

Thanks wore then voted to tho Chairman and to (he'promo^'rs 
of the district meetings, and the Meeting broke up at Cl p. m 
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BENGAL. 

PRESIDENCY DIVISION. 

24-PERGUNNAHS- 


BAilSIA BEIIALA. 

I 

A Public Meeting was convened by the Members of the 
Barsia I)esa Ilitaisini Subha on Sunday the 2(>th of July at 
4 p. m. in the Barsia School Promises for the purpose of 
considering the present educational policy of the (Jovermncnt. 
Many of the educated gentlemen of Buraia and adjoining villages 
v. ore present on the occasion. 

Balm Radhanatha Raya Clioudhuri in the chair. 

The Pro:d<Jent opened the meeting and request 1 Babte 
Bhavani Claim DaU.i to move the first Resolution. 

“That in the opinion of this meeting the proposed withdrawal 
of State a. dbtancc from English education of tins country as 
announced in the India Qa^-Uc of 2nd May last is prejudicial 
to the improvement of the country, and the loss that will be 
occasioned by it will not be compensated by the education of the 
nurses, for the sake of which tho aid h intended to be 
withdrawn.” 

Babu Bhavani Churn Datta made a speech in support of vho 
Resolution. The princquil points which his arguments ixsU’d 
w ore: 
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’awn, Colleges and Schools of 
Bengal will no longer exist. For in that case the fees will have 
-o l)c increased so much that the present school-going population 
n ill find it beyond their means to defray the cost of education* 
in no country are colleges and schools supported solely by the 
schooling fees, to effect this in a country like Bengal would lead 
to great mischief. The cause of Education will suffer greatly 
from such a policy. 

2. The education of the masses is a thing in itself desirable 
and is such as ought to enlist the sympathies of all who wish 
v. c!i to their country, but however useful this education may hr 
Rnglish education cannot bo sacrificed for its sake. The Verna¬ 
cular education, which the Government intends to give to the 
masses can be only of a rudimentary nature, it will nob extend 
beyond a knowledge of the three “R s .” It is impossible 
J hat the vulgar arc in a position to receive educa¬ 
tion which at all deserves tho name, their circumstances 
a ill not allow them to keep off their sons from manual 
labor beyond the age of ton. This education therefore will 
do very little towards the improvement of the intellectual and 
moral condition of the masses. “Ami is it politic, is it fair, 
i j it wiV,” said he “for tho sake of this insignificant advantage to 
demolish high English education or education properly so called 
to act at uuiglu the glorious results produced by tho indefati¬ 
gable eyrv-iions of so many noble-minded English Statesmen ? 
to undo all that England has done for the civilization uf India 
"ml to push the country back to the abyss of ignorance ? 

rf iu Evolution wits seconded by Baku Suiya Kumara Raya 
with cert tin remarks. 

Thn •ccm.a Resolution was moved by B»bu Joyagopala 
Oho.vdhuri. Afi. > some p ; viuninary observationthe Babu 
read tho Resolution as follows. 

‘ Ti.-i! in ib«- opinion of this meeting it is the duty and interest 
off;... minont io provide funds from the public revenues for tho 
K' h -''hi'.utiou of the people of this country.” 
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aking a retrospective view of Bengal just at tlie time 
when the British flag was seen hoisted on its walls, the mov^ 
of this resolution spoke of the indefatigable exertions, which the 
British Government and noble-minded Europeans had hitherto 
made for the education of the natives, and after describing the 
glorious results that have been produced lie said that “ the highest 
objects cf education have not yet been fully realized. The 
Bengalis have just reached that stage when they can only hope 
to enjoy the wished-for fruits which education holds up to their 
view.”—That originality is a great want in the present state of 
the Bengali mind none wall deny, and as long as this end is 
not realised, English education is a failure after all. Owing to 
a high liberal education and its various encouragements, flio 
Bengali mind is already giving some indications of its former 
energies and original vigour.” That “ only time is needed for 
the regeneration of Bengal, nay of whole India. The friends of 
native education should have their whole attention directed 
upon raising this country from the state of torpor under which 
it lias been growing for centuries.” “ At this stage”, said he, 
u is it the duty of the Government to throw cold water upon 
all our high hopes and noble aspirations, by thus withdrawing all 
State assistance from high English education of this country 1 
Gentlemen, it is the duty of a Government to promote the well¬ 
being and prosperity of its subjects. The present policy of our 
Government in withdrawing all State assistance from English 
education, at this stage, is a violation of one of its highest duties 
towards its subjects.” 

The speaker after showing by these and other considerations 
diut ii i„ the dmy of tho Government to provide funds from Lite 
public revenue for the high education of the people of thU 
country, proceeded to shew that it is also the interest of the 
Government to do so. 

On this point he adduced two reasons, which are : 

Firstly. —Tiie highest interest of a Government i* to c:dubbVb 
peace and harmony among its nibiin and (hi; end is more read i- 
obi •,]. , by properly educating them Ihmi by am other muni : 
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)$x^4choo\ or a college is abetter safe-guar*;! than either a citadel 
r* 1 ’ a jail. Tlic history of all the civilised nations of the world, 
proves beyond all doubt that the stability of a Government 
depends upon the peace and prosperity of its subjects and that 
the moral sensibilities which arc awakened in thorn by a proper 
training. 

2ndly.—The cost of administration is diminished by educating 
the natives of this country, and allowing them to hold high 
posts tinder Government. For the services of the educated natives 
can be easily secured at a less expense than those of the Europeans. 
The experience of the last few-years has shewn that the Bengalis 
if properly trained can conscientiously discharge the duties given 
of the highest offices under Government.” 
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In conclusion he said that “ His Honor the Lieutenant 
Governor of Bengal and t-lic Director of Public Instruction 
after proper investigation have pronounced that with the ex¬ 
ception of a few rich families in Bengal the middle class men 
who comprise the greater portion of the alumni are not in a 
position to bear the whole burden of high English education.” 
The Balm after dwelling at some length on these and many 
oilier points impressed on the minds of his audience that, it is 
the duty and interest of the Government to supply funds from 
the public revenue for the high education of the natives of 
Bengal. 

In seconding this resolution Babu Ivalisohana Boy a Cliou- 
dhuri said : 


Jf it is the duty of a Government to probrt the 
live:; and property of its subjects, the Government ought 
euiaiuiy to educate therm For it is by education alone thul 
man’s moral nature is purified, and if the people remain ignor. 
ant n< dung can prevent the frequent commission oi crimes- 
Bosidcs, Bengal yields annually a large sum ip the Government 
a small portion of which should be expanded lor the pioper 
education of its inhabitants. 

The third Resolution vox moved by Babu Surya Cuinant 
Kora Choudhuri. 
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it is quite impossible to make the Colleges and Schools 
self-supporting solely by means of raising schooling fees. 

The mover of this Resolution after shewing the great differ- 
ence between the statements of the Financial Department 
and the Educational Department regarding the expenditure of the 
Government under the head of Education as appeared in the 
Calcutta. Gazette of the 2Gth November 18G9 spoke following 
effect. That the condition of the middle class men, whose sons 
compose the majority of the alumni of our schools and colleges, 
will not enable them to supply the sum of £54,000, now ex¬ 
pended by the Government for English education, and which 
sum is therefore still wanting to make the Schools and Colleges 
self-supporting in addition to the high charges, which they 
already pay for the education of their children. “ The multi¬ 
plicity nf taxes,” said lie, “ imperial aud local, the rise in the 
price of provisions and the high cost of living at the pre¬ 
sent day render tho middle class the greater sufferers: tho 
sudden vise in cost of education will therefore at once stop 
the further improvement of the greater portion of the people 
of Lower Bengal.” 

This Resolution was seconded by Babu Raklmla Charana 
Chose. 

The fourth Resolution was moved by Babu Sasi Bhushona 
Baudop&dhyaya. 

That an abstract of the proceedings of this moctiug be 
forwarded to tho Secretary to the B. I. A. for submission to 
the meetiug which will be convened on the 2nd proximo for 
the purpose of memorialising His Grace the Secretary of Stau? 
for India. 

if was seconded l>v Babu Nemai Charana Roya Choudlmri 

Abstract 

(8d ) Syama Vilas Roya Oiioimn u, 
S^htury. 
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A meeting was held at Barripore On the 2Gth June lust. It 
was presided over by Pundit Dwarkantuith Bidyabhosun, and the 
educated residents of and about the r place were present at it. 
The contemplated withdrawal of State assistance from English 
education and the intended memorial of the British Indian Asso¬ 
ciation to the Secretary of State on the subject were intimated 
to the gentlemen assembled; and they were unanimously of 
opinion that the Association should lose no time in forwarding 
the projected Memorial. They were further of opinion that 
as the subject is one of grave importance, inasmuch as if views 
of Government be carried into ellecl, it would entail a 
national calamity, the British Indian Association should not 
contented with simply memorializing to the Secretary of 
.State but to adopt requisite measures so that the matter may 
enlist the generous sympathy and warm interest of the great 
English nation in England under whom God has placed us. 

The iitooling suggest that the following points bo prominently 
mentioned in the Memorial. 

1st.—That the stoppage of State assistance to English Educa. 
tion v. Ill have a ruinous effect upon education in this country. 
The native community deprived of Government aid to English 
education, shall not be able to bear the burden them salvos, and 
the consequence will be a lamentable decline of education and 
a corresponding eclipse of the glory of English Government. 

? P d._The decline of English education which would naturally 

result from the stoppage of Government assistance will not only 
bo baneful to the natives and other residents of the country, but 
it v. ill also prove injurious to the Government itself by rendering 
administration more costly than what it is at present. 

3rd._That the stoppage of State assistance to English Educa- 

tion wo- Id only save to Government a few thousand of rupees 
at the risk of creating univeral discontent and its attendant evils. 

(3d.) Rajcoomar Roy Ohowouy, 
and 176 Others, 
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BAHASET. 

Ill 

Pursuant to the notice issued by Babu Rnjkrishua Mitra a 
public meeting of the residents and inhabitants of the District of 
Bara set was held at 7 p. M., on Tuesday, the 28th instant in the 
premises of Babu Syatna Charana Banerji in which the follow¬ 
ing resolutions were passed. 

Proposed by Babu Rader Nath Datta and carried that Babu 
Anand Mohan be requested to preside. 

Proposed by Babu Durga Charan Chaterji and seconded by 
Babu ICiunud Chandra and carried, that in the opinion of this 
meeting the contemplated withdrawal of state aid to high English. 
Education is considered by the inhabitants of this district as a 
national misfortune, inasmuch as, it would, put a stop to the 
progress which this country lias been steadily making since its 
first introduction into Bengal. 

Proposed by Babu Kurnud Chandra Mitra and seconded by 
Babu Syaina Charana Banerji, and Saradaprasad Mittra that as 
the British Indian Association lias convened n Public Meeting 
of the inhabitants of Bengal, that representatives Bab us 
Rajkrishna Mitra, Vipradasa Banerji, A mar Nath Bose be sent 
to the Association to represent the sentiments of the community 
here on the subject. 

Proposed by Babu (Irish Chandra Gupta and occondcd by 
Babu Haradhona Chatuspati that a copy of the resolution be sent 
to the B. T A. for information. 

Proposed by Babu .Rnjkrishua Chatterji and Got ou Moula and 
seconded bv Babu Matilda Gupta that a Committee of the 
following gentlemen be formed to carry into effect the above 
resolutions. 

Babna Bholn Nath Banerji. 

„ Mudhava Chandra Banerji. 

,, Ra jkrishna Miltra. 

Vnndavana Chatterji. 

Venimadhnvn Chatievji. 

L 
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tobns Timlaira Dasa Banerji 

Kumuda Chandra Gliosala. 

Amaranatha Vas 11 . 

Madhusudana Vasu, 

„ Kaliprasana Sarin a, 

„ Bholanatha Mukerji. 

„ Venimadhara Mitra. 

Bliavani Cbarana Datta. 

,, Syamalala Mitfera. 

„ Yarnda Cbarana Banerji. 

„ Kalinatlia Datta. 

„ ICishna Cbarana Vasu. 

„ Amrtalala Vasu. 

„ Kalikrisbna Datta. 

Babus Dinanatha Vasu and Mahendra Lala Datta be Secre¬ 
taries with power to add to their number. 

Proposed by Babu Rajamohun Mittra that a vote of thanks bo 
civen to the chair. 

m 
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Djna Nautha Vasu. 


BARA. JAGULIA HITAISH1NI SABIJA. 

IV 

A r A Meeting of the Barn Jagulia Hitaishini Sabba the 
following Resolutions were passed with the unanimous approba¬ 
tion of all present. 

Resolutions. 

That in the opinion of this: Meeting the present Ant: 
EaglMi Education policy of the Government in the withdrawnl 
of all state aid from such education is not only to be deplored 
but calculated to mir* the best interest of the country illumined 
by the civilization of the West. 

ip That while approving the Education and Elevation of 
the mu :,3 of ppjdilution in this country, this Me< ting is of opinion 
that to atforu such Education in preference to English is not 
oidv unsound in principle but tfuwcrthy of a. wise Government. 
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-fli. Tliat iliis Meeting fully concurs with the views of the 
Brinish Indian Association in Memorializing the Secretary of 
State in Council for India, against such arbitrary policy of the 
Government. 


(Sd.) 


Barada Pr as ansa Ghose, 
Secretary Hilaishini Sabha . 


Jay alia, | 

Vathl 29/7* Jane, 1870. ) 


PAN! HATTY. 

Y 

Extract from tho Ptoceedings of a General Meeting of the 
Inhabitants of Panihatty and its vicinity held on Sunday the 26th 
May 1870. 

Resolution, 

I. That the inhabitants of Paniliatty and its vicinity con¬ 
template with serious apprehensions the measure proposed by 
Uie Government of India for withdrawing the aid which the 
State have hitherto lent towards the English Education of the 
people of India inasmuch as it ia neither just nor it is the 
time for the people being saddled with costs of their own educa* 
tion over and have the taxes they arc now required to pay. 

II. That this meeting fully sympathises with the objects 

of the British Indian Association which is shortly going to call 
in a meeting of the Inhabitants of Bengal for the purpose ot 
memorialising llis Grace the Secretary ol State h r , i.ust 

the views of the Indian Government on the subject of the 
English Education of the people. 

HI. That embodying tin view . of the mooting on ihr pre¬ 
sent educational movement a letter No. 207 dated 30th dune 
1870 attached bo addressed to the Sectary of the British 
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^/., v ,Ipdian Association to be placed 
plated meeting at Calcutta, 
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at the service of the concern¬ 


ed.) Beeressur Bose, 

Chairman. 

(True Cop 3 r ) 

Amirta Latjl Chatterjee 

Secretary Panihatty Association . 


HALLISHOHUK 

VI 

Resolutions passed by the members of tlie Hallishohur Good 
Will Fraternity at a meeting held on the 26th June, 1870. 

I Resolved that the Secretary of the British Indian Association 
he informed that the members of the Fraternity .are unanimously 
of opinion tiiat it is highly proper on the part of the inhabitants 
of Bengal to memorialize His Grace the Secretary of State for 
India on the subject of the proposed withdrawal of State aid 
from English Education in this country ; for they think that, 
no policy is fraught with greater danger to the best interests of 
the country, and its advancement in civilization, than the one 
in contemplation respecting English Education. 

II. That with the view set forth in the above Resolution tho 
Fraternity feels bound in duty to co-operate with the British 
Indian Association and that it shall be most glad to do its best 
to further the objects of that Association. 

Ml'. That as it would not suit the convenience of all 
the members ol the Fraternity to attend the Public Meeting 
on the 2nd of July next, they think it proper to depute 
Bnhus Gopal Chandra Banerje.e, Gopi ‘ Mobnn Banerjeo, 
Pleader High Court, and Babus Kali Pra:aniia *Ohnttevjre, 
Crisb Cliundra Iloy and Janoki Nath Conguly, as their 
represent at vis, to express generally, that the Fraternity is deeply 
grieved at heart to ilnd that the Supreme Government is quite 
thi -taken* to think that it is only thu children of the rich who 
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on in English Colleges and Schools, that the fee- 
rates in those Schools may be still raised to cover thcii ex¬ 
penses ;—and that those in whom a desire for English Educatiou 
has been created are in circumstances to pay for their education 
and need no State help. On the contrary it is the firm conviction 
of the Fraternity created by experience and local knowledge that 
the children of the middle-class mostly are educated in those 
educational institutions and not those of the rich ; that the fee- 
rates are now as high as the people can possibily bear, and that 
those who wish for Education are not in circumstances to pay 
the entire expense of their training. 

IV. That the British Indian Association be requested to solicit 
the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal not to retire from Office 
before the Education question is finally settled as no official 
high in service, is better acquainted with the wants, feelings 
and circumstances of the people of Bengal than His Honor. 


Jagat Chan d e a ‘2d v kk iu e a , 

Secretary, 


NUDDEA. 


KRlSHNAGHUlt. 

VII 


PnocEEDrifas of a meeting of the native inhabitants of Ivrisli- 
naghur 1 !d at Rajabari on 26th June 1870 for taking into coi'w- 
dcration the proposed Educational policies ofjthe Government of 
India and the steps necessary to prevent it from being carried 
into execution. 

Meeting held in Krishnaghur3on"thc u 26Mi"June 1S70. Valia 
raja Sutish Chandra Roy Bahadur, iu the chair. 

1 Proposed by Rai Yadunath Roy Bahadur, seconded by 
Babu Ram Tanu Lalicrec and carried unanimously. That this 
mvoting contemplates with alarm the proposed withdrawal of 
'•>tutc ufisUtauoc from English Education in thi country, ami 
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« it incumbent on the people to endeavor by every legiti 
t>ans in their power to prevent the contemplated withdrawal 
from being carried out. 



2. Proposed by Babu Ram Chandra Mukerjea, seconded 
by Babu Ganesh Chandra Choudry and carried unanimously. 

That the views of the inhabitans of Krisnaghur with reference 
to this vital question be submitted to the British Indian Associa¬ 
tion in Calcutta, with a request that all needful steps may be 
taken for the purpose indicated in the resolution No. I ; or if 
that bo impossible, of so modifying the contemplated action of the 
Government of India as to secure the safety of the existing 
educational institution. 


3. Proposed by Dewan Kartick Chandra Roy seconded by 
Moulvie Golam Rasul and carried unanimously : 


That a deputation consisting of the undermentioned gentlemen 
be appointed to convey to that body the proceedings of this day 
iind otherwise representing the views of the Krishnnghur public 
at the meeting which is to be held in Calcutta on the 2nd 
July next viz. Balms Ram Tanu Lahcree, Prasunna Cumar 
Bose, Rai Yadunath Roy Bahadur, ' Prasuna • Chandra Roy, 
Ganesh Chandra Clioudryj and Tarim Charan Chatterjea. 


(Sd.) Maharaja Satis Chandra Roya Bahadur. 


SANTIFORE. 

VIII 

Thl following was recorded at a public peering held at 
Bantipore o)i the 28th June 1870. Babu Gopi Mohan Chatterjea 
in the chair. v 

We the Members present at thfo meeting are very sorry to 
leam from the Secretary that our Indian government chooses to • 
withdraw its annual'.aid from En|lfoh* Education among us, 
which proposal if executed literally is sure at once b, deprive Mio 
majet ity of the of their greatest blowings and comforts 
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We know from history tlm not even our earliest Sovereigns 
ivere adverse to the education of the subject people, and we are. 
glad to acknowledge that our present rulers likewise have by 
the liberal establishment of the schools and colleges accomplished 
and are still accomplishing a most marked improvement of the 
country. Our grief therefore is overwhelming at this unlooked-for 
and heart-rending news. 

In the eager hopes of obtaining prevention of this one 
unalterable mortification we now most humbly supplicate Her 
Majesty’s most Gracious favour of continuing the usual State 
Grant for English Education. 

Lastly we beg of the Secretary that lie will oblige us by 
forwarding this our humble petition in the 2nd day of the 
ensuing month to the Calcutta British Indian Association in 
order to its transmission to Her Majesty’s Secretary of State 
for India. 


We remain to be 

Her Majesty’s most loyal subjects 
Gopi Maiian Ciiatterjea. 


JESSORE. 


SUDDEI? STATION, 

IX 


Resolutions passed at a meeting of the Inhabitants of Jessore 
on the 20th Juno 1870. 


Resolved. 


I. That Babu Ramdas Bonncrjca be voted to the Chair. 

II. That the Resolution of the Government of India No, 
3283 dated 8th September 1809 on the proposed withdrawal of 
Stale aid to English education is, in the opinion of the \n 'j»le 
of Jessore, calculated seriously to interfere with the welfare 
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Tie country ; and that this Committee find it to their great 
grief, that, the wise liberal policy hitherto pursuing by the 
paternal Government of British India in matters of Education, 
which has uniformly contributed towards the enlightenment and 
advancement of the Community, should now be contemplated 
to be abandoned by the civilized rulers of the land. 


HI. That as the British Indian Association of Calcutta have 
convened a Public Meeting of the native inhabitants of Bengal 
for the purpose of considering the propriety of memorializing 
the Secretary of State for India on the subject resolved. 


That Babus Devendra Chandra Ghose B. A and B. L. and 
Bhangshi Dhar Sen then requested to be representatives of this 
Committee to attend the said Association and express the feelings 
of the people of this District on this important question. 


IV. That the following gentlemen form a Committee with pow¬ 
ers to add to their number, to carry on correspondence with the 
British Indian Association or any other body viz., Babus Madan 
Mohan Mozoomdar, Prasanna Kumar Dass, Kali Prasanna Sen, 
Ramdass Banerjea, Anunda Chandra Bosu, Prasanna Cumar 
Sen M. A., Kadar Nauth Chose, Hemchundra Mukcrjoa, Hurry 
Nath Datta, Bamundass Rose, Haronauth Gliose, Giridhur Sen, 
Aubhootosh Roy Chowdry of Noapara, Ambicachurn Roy of 
Nurail, Rajcoomar Ghose of Katparrah, Hurrishchunder Roy 
of Raruly, Rojonekant Mittra of Khajurah, Shamachurn Ghose of 
Chowgatcha, Babu Hurry Ghose Chowdry of Ramnagore, Munshi 
Srud Mahomed Hossen, Babus Harnauth Coomar Ghoso of 
Amirta Bazar, Tarinichurn Chowdry of Bogcbar, Rev. Gogon 
Chunder Dutta of Kliulnia, Mr. J. R. Renny of Taliuipore. 


V. That a copy of theso resolutions bo sent to the Secretary 
to tlio British Indian Association with a letter from the Secretary 
of this meeting for information. 


PnossUNNO Coomar Bein'. 
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At a mooting, liekl at the premises of Bunu lfeinanta Cumar 
Ohoso of Amrita Bazar, to protest against the education policy 
of Government, the following resolutions were passed; 

Proposed by Babn Siiishir Cnmar Ghose and seconded by 
Babu Baml.il Chose: 

I. That in the opinion of this meeting, English education foi 
the people of this country is a State necessity ; that it is not 
only necc?sary for them to learn the language which their luleis 
speak, in which the laws of the land are written, and the gene- 
mi business of administration carried on, but also for purposes 
of good and economical Government ; it is therefore the duty of 
the state, both in a moral and administrative point oi view, to 
apply a portion, of the public Revenues for the promotion of 
education. 

Proposed by Babu. Abliov Charn Ganguli and seconded by 
Balm Chandra Cumar Ghose, B. A ; 

II. That the duty of the State to encourage and support 
what is termed “High Education,” has been acknowledged by all 
the civilized countries, whero pcoplo has learneil the valuo of such 
knowledge ; this cannot be said of the people of India ; lho 
meeting E therefore of opinion that it is the duty of the British 
Indian Government, whose mission it is to clevel c India, to 
support English education by state grants. 

Proposed by Babu Dwarka Nath Shiroraoni .md seconded 
V Babu Mati Lai Ghose; 

HI. That the remits of English education E eho last. 10 
years have been most beneficial to this country, that it. hn vastly 
contributed to the intellectr.al, social, moral, and political ad 
vaneemem of the people ; that to its . outary influence must 
bo ti aerd the in. ceased loyalty of the people, the promotion ot 
good feeling between the European and Natives. • o ' Bio wo dev- 
ful progress uf tho Vernacular language, and that tie' proposed 
withdrawal of state aid from English School# and Colleges would 
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retard tbe general improvement of the country, but 
defeat the very objefct of Government in the promotion of the 
vernaculai language I>y discouraging the agency for its improve- 
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ment. 

Proposed by Babu Mkdlm Sudan Mitter and seconded by 
Babu Dwarka Nath Dcy : 

IV. That State expenditure on English Education is of a 
reproductive character, that while it produces cheap native 
agency for the work of administration it is more than repaid by 
the multiplication of schools with the aid of those who are 
educated in English, and that the best illustration of this posi 
lion is afforded by the fact that in 1855-5G, the year when the 
great education despatch of the Court of Directors come into 
operation there were only 25 Anglo-Vernacular schools and f>t 
Wrnucular schools, whereas in 1808-69 the former increased to 
CTO and the latter to 2962 attended by 142,820 pupils. 

Proposed by Babu Guru Cham Bose and seconded by Babu 
Caneecant Ganguli: 

V, That the bulk of the students, who attend English 
Schools and Colleges as has been conclusively proved by tin- 
Director of Public Instruction belong to the middle classes of 
Society, which have boon the greatest sufferers from the recent- 
increase in tlio prices of provisions and the general cost of li\ ing 
owin'? to the multiplication of taxes imperial and local and 
other circumstances ; that any addition to the charges for educa 
lion which arc already felt too heavy will prove a grievous 
burden on them, and that if the desire to make the .English 
Schools and Colleges self-supporting has proceeded from a notion 
that the wealthy ought to bear the cost of the education of their 
children, that notion is most ill founded, because a sufficient 
interest in liberal education 1ms not been yet awakened among 
them, and that the measure under notice, it carried out, would 
only destroy the pro.-peels of education of the majority of tho 
students. 

Proposed by Babu Devnarain Kar and seconded by Cuba 
Nabin * ' onlra Chuckcrbutty; 





That tins meeting, while warmly advocating English 
Education, w fully alive to the benefits of Vernacular Education 
that the host interests of the country suggest the adoption or 
both the English and Vernacular Languages as media of instruc¬ 
tion, that is to say the English Language for tho upper and 
middle classes and tho Vernacular language for tho mass. 

Proposed by Babu Uma Chain Kar and seconded by Balm 

Kador Chandra Cliand ; . 

VII. That tho views and sentiments affirmed in the foregoing 
resolutions he communicated to the Societal} to the h>i ' 
Indian Association for submission to the Public Meeting of the 
inhabitants of Bengal to bo held in tho Town Hall of Calcutta 
in tho 2nd of July next, for tho consideration of this momentous 
question and that Babu Dovendra Chandra Gho-.c of the Hig < 
Court bo requested to represent the views of tlic Committee 

the Centro meeting at Calcutta. 

Dvakka Natiia Si ROM an i, 

President* 


curd)WAN DIVISION. 

burdwan. 

XI 

Mnurixo hold at the Maharajah’s l'ahu'o on the 2nd 
August, 187 o. 

.Resolution I. 

Moved by Babu Radhabonode Chowdry and seconded by Balm 
Taruek Nath Sen. 

That in tin opinion of this Mooting th: altitude now a^.ameu 
hy the Government of India towards, Publish V uic.iti.ni in 
Bengal is one full of danger to the most cherished interests 0* 
the country, and calls for a loud protest trom th< 1 ,C 'T^ ( 
vvoiy district in tins Province in which tn; i -h education at 
ull made-an v jivoguss 
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Moved by Babu Moduli Lull Tcwari and seconded by Babu 
j^alipado Mookerjee. 

That tlie new Educational policy for Bengal shadowed forth in 
the recent resolutions of the Government of India is wholly at 
variance with the broad and wise principles laid down by the 
Hon’ble the Court of Directors in their memorable Education 
Despatch of 1851 and since repeatedly upheld by Her Majesty’s 
Secretaries of State of India, 


Resolution III. 


Moved by Babu A ugh ore Nath Mozoomdar and seconded 
by Babu Shama Churn Tuttobagish. 

That every tiling considered, the time must yet seem far 
distant when the people of this country unassisted by State 
Grants will be able to meet the necessarily heavy expenses of 
their English Education. 


Resolution IV. 


Moved by Babu Taruck Nath Tuttoratna and seconded by 
Babu Nobogopal Bose. 

That under the existing circumstances it is impossible to 
separate the cause of English Education in this country from 
the cause of mass education, conducted through the medium of 
the Vernacular, As yet there is no Vernacular literature pro¬ 
perly so called, and if it is to assume dimensions at all commen- 
surata with the real purposes of Education, it must long continue 
to borrow plentifully from tho great store-house of English 
literature and science. 


Resolution V. 


Moved by Babu Troylolcyo Nath Chatterjee and seconded 
by Babu Nobinakhya Bose. 

That the best thanks of the Meeting are due to his Highness 
the Maharaja of Burdwan for his sympathy in the object of tho 
present movement, and for the kind manner in which he hav 
allowed this meeting to 1 '• held at his palace. 


Resolution VI. 


Moved by Babu Kcshub Cbundra Mitlrn ; and seconded by 
Babu Jogondra Nath Bose. 


WNISTfty 



XIX. 


rijiil the above Resolutions signed by the Chairman be forward¬ 
ed to the President of the British Indian Association, Calcutta, as 


an expression of the public opinion of the District of Burdwan 
with regard to the change contemplated by the Government ol 
India as to the educational policy for Bengal, and that he re¬ 
quested to forward the proceedings of this Meeting to Ilis Giace 
the Secretary of State for India through the usual channel 





11ANIGUNJ. 

XII 

Tin: following memorial was adopted at a meeting of the 
inhabitants of Kanigunj hold on 20th J une 1870 and forwarded 
to the British Indian Association for transmission to His Grace 
the Secretary of State for India. 

li We the residents of Rauigunj and of the adjoining villages 
beg most respectfully to represent to His Grace the Secretary 
of State for India the impropriety of withdrawing state assistance 
from English education in this country, fully persuaded that 
whatever proceeds from a warmest desire to piomoi-c the welfare 
of our native community will nob be refused by His Loitlships 
favorable consideration. 

1. From what knowledge we have derived from our actual 
experience, wo are of opinion that English Education alono is the 
proper channel of carrying us along to the enviable abode of 
high civilization. If wo look into the former state of our country 
before we camo in contract with the British Government, it vill 
fully testify wliab wonders English Education has done within 
a few years. 

2. In case of withdrawal of state assistance, English Eduea 
tion v, ill bo totally eradicated from <TOr country. For the 
natives arc in general averse to think for themselves and lick 
independent spirit. No attempt will therefore prove dlicacicua 
unless Government meddles with it. 

3. It iu tho first principle of Government to educate hi* 
people aud render • hem every aschtancc \o promote thou- coiv 
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Bui if Government thus leaves Ins subjects in a dete 
state the prerogatives of a subject will be overlooked. 

4, The ear of civilization among the natives has been making 
rapid progress under the fostering care of our British masters 
and the fidelity of our people is exemplary and for more than pro¬ 
portionate to the good will of Her Majesty’s beneficial Government. 
But if the proposal of withdrawing state assistance front English 
Education be actually carried out all our hopes of being one 
day enrolled among the enlightened nations of the earth will 
dissipate like vapor and what is more lamentable our dear 
country, our native land will necessarily approach its final 
decay. 

Ranicunj local committee signed cy about 130 persons. 


UTTARAPARA, BALI, 

BIIADRAKALI AND OTHER VILLAGES. 

XIII 

Resolutions adopted at a meeting of the inhabitants of the 
above mentioned villages, convened by a Committee of the Uttaia- 
para Hitacari Sabha on Sunday the 2Gth of June 1870. 

Proposed by Baboo Vama Charana Banerji seconded by Babu 
Monmatha Chattcrji. 

I, That in the opinion of this meeting the Financial Re: elu¬ 
tion of the Government of India dated the 31st March 1S70 on 
the question of High Education appears to bo unjust and impo¬ 
litic and calculated to retard tho intellectual progress of the* 
country and tho material prosperity of the nation. 

Proposed by Babu Jadu Nauth Mukerji and seconded by 
Babu Vijaya Nauth Chattcrji. 

IT. That however desireablo the education of the masses may 
bo the neglect of English Education by tho state is unsound in 
principle and injurious to the best interests of ah classes. 

Proposed by Babu ITai i Moliana Royehoudhury and .seconded 
mv VircBwara Chattcrji 
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III. That this meeting deems it expedient to memorialise His 
Grace the Secretary of Stale for,India against the policy enunciated 

in the above Financial Resolution and with this view to act m 

concert with the committee to be appointed at the meeting to be 
held in the Town llall in Calcutta on the 2nd proximo. 

Proposed by Babu Muttilall Mukerji and seconded by Babtt 
Karunamaya Banerji. 

TY. That a Committee consisting of tlio foil wing gentlemen 

witli power to add to the number be appointed to carry out tlio 
above Resolutions and put themselves in communication with 
the' Centra! Committee in Calcutta to adopt such measures as 
may be deemed necessary : — 

. Committee. 

Baboo Vijaya Krishna Mukerji 
„ Yama Ohmn Banerji 

„ Jadu Nauth Mukeiji 

Yireswara Chatter] i 
,, Moumotha Chatter] i 

Vuoy Krishna Mukerji. 


JONYE 

XIV 

At a Public Meeting held on Sunday the 2Gth of June in ihe 
premises of the late Babu Ramanarayana Mnkerji for the, purpose 
of considering the propriety of memorialising the Societal} 
State for India with regard to the proposed withdrawal of state 
assistance from the higlior Education in this country. 

Babu Taraka Nauth Mukerji took tho chair. 

The following r. solutions wore that moved and unanimously 

adopted after they had been fully discussed^ 

Proposed by Babu Hocralall Banerji and seconded by Balm 
SfuM&prosada Banerji. 

I. Thai this mooting strongly deprecates tlio educational poli¬ 
cy of the Government- of India, published in the supplement to 
the Qatetle oflm/m, dated 7th May lift »*t»B uwm ' ! liIld 
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in principle, unsuited to the present circumstances ot’ 
rince. and calculated to retard its progress. 

Proposed by Babu Anupa Chunder Mookerji and seconded 
by Babu Jadu Nauth Banerji. 

II. That tbis meeting believing as it docs that it is the middle 
class of the people who, though they are respectable by birth, are 
generally possessed of limited means, and not the wealthy classes 
alone that avail themselves of the existing educational institutions, 
desires respectfully to dissent from the opinion held by the Go¬ 
vernment, that the classes of the population to whom an advanced 
education is given are able to provide for their own education, 
and have ample inducement to do so without pecuniary assistance 
from the Slate. 

Proposed by Babu Dino jfeiuth Mukerji and seconded by Babu 
Nondalall Mukerji. 

III. That in the opinion of this meeting the elevation of the 
mass of the people, which the Government proposes to advance 
by withdrawing a part, if not the whole of its contribution to 
English education and devoting it to Vernacular education, will be 
secured in a more effectual though indirect manner by promoting 
a high intellectual culture among the middle classes, as it is by 
this means alone that sound Vernacular literature, which must 
constitute the principal instrument for elevating the people, can 
be formed. 

Proposed by Babu Nondalall Mookerji and seconded by Babu 
Harish Chunder Mookerji. 

IV. That as the practical effect of this policy would be to 
give the missionaries a monopoly of tin: work of educa t ion, this 
meeting desires to record its religious objections against such a 
result, and is also of opinion that high education is likely to 
Mitfer serious injury in the hands of men who have always 
most zealous to lower the standard of it. 

Proposed by Babu Saradaprosad Banerji and seconded by Balm 
Jndu Nautli Mukerji. 

V. That this meeting, while it thoroughly recognises the 

n si tv and importance of the education of the mass, is of opi- 
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'.iioii that the natural course of educarum to reach those ehu -v.; r 
Iroiu ahovnati town wards, and believes that that the lower people 
of tliU country have already commenced to avail themselves ot 
the e xisting educational machinary, so that it may reasonably lo¬ 
lloped that a gradual extension ot the \ crnacular and Patshala 
system will eventually place education within the reach of the 
meanest day laborer. 

Proposed by Baboo Jodu Nath Mookerjca seconded by Baboo 
Prana Kislmo Mookerjca 

VI. That the following memorandum containing the views 
of this meeting on the educational policy of Government, and the 
.Resolution adopted in this meeting be forwarded to the British 
Indian Association for such use as it. may deem fit to make of 
t hem a t their Educational Meeting of 2nd July 1870. 

Taraka Nauth MurErju 


MOTT REE. 

XV 

spstTfai srs is 

JPUt* 

cvrr*r fwl Unzv mU 

sfir® TsrWfWtfis c?f*nn- 

<p c i <x$ 3 

'^c^i srixsi snt? %lw4- 

^WTiTl '<>"[ <f bc^tf •3Tt^ 3 

5jf<n WT*fW sEfSTCtTS n'L~d 

to&t, *Rf3 

^7'v i v ^Cj T5j^i'j?T 3 ^TsTl 3',2ii3T\v 

v ; 5 r!Mr i 

N 







mtST/fy 



ci kv.v i 

ftfiT? STt3 «lt3 i 

M’tofsrt ^wlx ^rr^frfr^s 

^rf^57:<;c^ «rtrrfwc*fa «£% ^rt4^tw ’jfs'^ 

T»Tff?sf^t c 7t a$f%t?i 1^3 

•pR? kct I Wp^*) ^s^fl *£6 f 

s-iWfwm -a^ «£f ®rt'55i ^v, 5 Jt?“ 

tfs 

«$3¥ts T'rgvMx 

‘TO't'Sfsf ^rTt'St 


?A o<i ^5 -iV ^ © l 


s*a i 


MIDNAPORE. 

XVI 

Rrrou’TioJJS passed at a westing at Midnapore held on the 
12th June, 1S70. 

JResolved that the meeting express its unqualified disapproval 
of the extremely one-sided view of the Government of India in 
the proposed withdrawal of State assistance from English 
Education, an being detrimental to the progress and prosperity 
of the nation, 

2. That this meofing co-operate with the Calcutta meeting in 
memorialising lies ({race the Secretary ol State for India on 
the subject. 

3. That representatives from this District be deputed to 
Calcutta to express the view? of this meeting. 

4. That it bo suggested to the Calcutta meeting to consider 
the propriety of requesting the East Indian Association in 
London to further the object of this national movement. 

5. TIi:* a committee consisting of the following cent lemon 
be appointed to carry ou the object of this meeting and that 
Babn Vipmvchaii Datta be appointed Secretary to the 
Committee. 
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Ba'bu Vislmucliuran Biswas. 

,, Aiiantaram Ohcse. 

Kapaliprasanna Mookerjca. 
Katnakhoy Chattcrjec. 

„ Savam.i 0 ha ran Dass. 

„ Piyavimohan Mittra. 

Bhupondra Nath Bey. 

,, Bhola Nath Chakrabarti. 


;t Sugar Chandra Bose. 

„ Gangadhav Acharjee. 

Vipinvehari Datta. 

T hat a copy of these resolutions 
meeting. 


be forwarded to the 
Vipinvehari Datta, 



Calcutta 


Honorary Secretary. 


BEERBHOOM. 

S UDDER. STATION. 
XVII 


To 

Babu Joieendro Mohun Tagore, 

Hour;/. Sccy. to the British' Indian Association Calcutta. 
Sin,—I am directed bv the Managing Committee appointed by 
, meeting of the inhabitants and the resident-, of Rembhoom , 
tield oh the 11th instant, to forward to your Assoer.t ion a copy 
of the Bengali Newspaper of the 18 thidcmwhicheonU.ua 
a substantially faithful report of the proceedings thereof aud io 
intorm you that the meeting has unanimously expressed its 
sympathies in favor of the cause of English Education to winch 
tl.c Association have lent their able advocacy. 

2. The Committee further dcsir- me to say that they wih .c 
prepared to heartily <..-operate and ml in viu.it il 
Association in the' measures tie • or tbe Central Mn.mg about 
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■<i the Presidency may deem fit to pursue with 
reference to the national demonstration against the present 
Education:'! Policy of Lord Mayo’s Government. 

3. I am also directed to say that the Committee have not 
thought fit to prepare a separate memorial against the principles 
of that policy but will feel obliged if you will favor them with 
a copy of the Memorial that may be drawn up and adopted at 
the Central Meeting in order that signatures of the people of 
Peerbhoom may be obtained thereto. 

4. In conclusion I am to inform your Association that the 
Committee have selected Baboo Dwarka Nauth Chuckerbutty, 
One of their body, to representBecrbhoc^n at the coming Central 
Meeting. 

I have the Honor to be. 

Sir : 

Your most obdt. Servk 
Saiioda Prosad Chatterj fa:, 

Secy, to the Committee of the 
Beerbhoom Education JIcclim/. 

fj’crbhoom . the 21 at dune, 1S70. 
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To the Honorary Secretary, 

British Indian Association, 
Calcutta. 


Sir. -AVe, tlio undersigned inhabitants of the District of Ban* 
coomb, be" to express our extreme regret at the Resolution of the 
Government of India proposing to withdraw the support whicli 
it lias hitherto extended to liberal education of the people of 
this country. 

The people have not as yet arrived at such a stage of 
advancement, and high English Education ha.-, not yet 
reached so considerable portion even of the higher classes as to 
warrant the hope that the institutions which have hitherto 
been the seat of that education should be maintained by the 
people whose children are educated there with slight aid from 
Government, Wo are bound to declare that people of social 
position and respectability in this District, though anxious to 
procure for their children a high standard of English Education 
such as is at present available in Government School, are yet 
unable to provide for it. Should the State reduce its support it 
has hit'm-rto given to the English School hero and other similar 
and highr-i institutions in other districts, the cost of education 
will be so high that the reduction will amount to an entire denial 
of education. 

It i, the duty of Government to keep superior English 
Education within tho reach of the liighev^classes without winch 

Society will collapse to the condition in which it was a century 

We have ckviiml one of uiv-jlves Babu Upendwi Clmnder 
Mtjokliopadbya to appear at tho Calcutta Meeting to i».pios(.nt 

our educational interest. ^ 

j joit ‘ill.- v, orii.fi.,n iii memorialising iftr 

M ; Cowruuteiu in Knghuul r• 1 n :t that tin Co\enn 
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continue its support to the 
cause of English Education as heretofore. 

Raya Gapadhara Banerji Bahadur 

and by 120 Native Gentlemen. 

Bancooralt, 2 7 th June 1870. 
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of this country be directed to 


RAJSHAYE DIVISION. 


RAMPORE BAULEAH. 

xxn 


t 


Sin,_Agreeably to your letter dated the 10th instant a 

Meeting of the inhabitants and educated natives of Rampor* 
Bauleah was convened in the Haul call Eokanatha School pi onuses 
this day at 7 p. m. 

The meeting unanimously expressed thoir hearty thanks to the 
members of the British Indian Association for the interest they 
arc taking in so important a subject:' the proposed protest 
against the proposal of Government for the withdrawal of slats 
aid to English Education. 

Tho mee ting fully agree with your Association in thinking that 
His Grace the Secretary of Stato for India should bo memorialised 
oil the subject and have appointed Baba Yadavachaudra S.okrua 
of the Rajtthayo bar to express the opinion of inhabitants and 
residents of Bajshaye to the public meeting to be held in Cilcuila 
on the 2nd proximo under Hr auspices of your Association. 

I. am, vie., 
Kaunatha Dev. 


2'M Ju»$ t 1870 . 


O 
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Resolution I. 



Proposed by Ivumar Kumud Xath Raya Babadoor and 
seconded by Moulavi Mahomed Rushid Klian Cliowdhary that 
Rajah Pramatha -Natha Raya Baliadoor of Dighaputea he asked 
to preside over the Meeting. 

The president in a suitable speech which continued for about 
a quarter of an hour opened tike business of the Meeting and 
explained the disastrous effects which- would be felt by the 
withdrawal of Government support from high English edu¬ 
cation. The speaker dwelt at great length upon the good 
results that have accrued since the establishment of the 
Calcutta University in 1855 to the present date, specifying 
the number of Graduates that have every year been sent forth 
after the completion of their collegiate education into the world 
at large and in societies where only few years before really cdu- ♦ 
eated men could have been counted on fingers, dwelling on the 
good result; that are now being felt by every member of society 
from these educated men of our country either in social or politi¬ 
cal improvements. lie went back to 1835 when Government first 
with very grv.it difficulty instituted the Hindu College describing 
the different phases that have from time to time been assuming 
in the educational policy of Government, illustrating thereby 
tin high aptitude for learning and doing ample justice to the 
c lV0 and solicitude of the paternal Government, although they 
were bound by the rules of good Government to do what the;, 
did ; for u for it is not the singular instance with the British 
Government alone to have supported and educated their subjects 
but on a reference to History WO find simiUr and liberal instantS 
with all other civilized Governments. JIoiv the Chainnan 
concluded his speech amid loud cheers from the respectable 
gathering of about one hundred gentlemen. 
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’Resolution IX 


Proposed by Kumar Kumud Nath Raya Balmdoor an 
•seconded by Babu Lukshmy Narayan Lahory that the with¬ 
drawal of the Government support from high English educa¬ 
tion is unjust and is likely to prove disadvantage^ to the 
count ly. 

Resolution III* 


Proposed by Babu Tara Nauth Chowdhry Zemindar of 
Natore and seconded by Babu G.idadhur Khan tha. the * lc • 

ing place itself in communication with the jn lb 1 *" 

Association with a view to move the assembly to n.emoriahs 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for India against Urn present 
policv of Government on tho Education Question. 

BlbuGudadhurKl.au in seconding the Resolution made a 
suitable speech of about 20 minutes duration - vihtch he 
e xpatiated on the improvements of the count, j c m o » 
English education. He divelt principally on the policy ot C 
ment aliout educating the masses which he sard would be a g e t 
failure inasmuch as the Bengali Language was t0 ° h ”‘ 1 ' 

impart any sound knowledge in them. They writ cv*£d£ £» 
the : amo training which our old Gurumohashoyswcrc m 
of giving sometime ago, which training consisted m b-achin 
thl the nrimary rules of arithmcic and a , rdneentavy 1 »o» 
ledge about letter-writing. Allowing tho present poke, to 
it lid not appear to him to he sound K ean, the mas^ 
never be at all educated so as to be usedd members ot Society 

nor appreciate it for tho sake of kn.ovX d s u ^ - L 

The speaker pointed out tho good results that K ■'C ! a ^ l “ 

• old edueftiemd pelioy of Gbverpment bjr > ■' 
the efficiency displayed by educated native, idnmu m o / 
branch of Government service and it would bo shorn ^ ^ 
now if Government should throw cold watm on the mu 
enthusiasm of the rising generation by withdrawing their support 
ti nd iUcrohy education ill'll. 
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Proposed by Babu Saroda Persaud Sookol, Zemindar, and 
seconded by Babu Behary Laul Banerjea that a Committeo 
consisting of Rajah Chunder Nauth Roy Bahadoor, of Natore, 
Rajah $Promot-ha Natha Raya Bahadoor of Dighaputea, 
Kumar Kunitid JSTauth Roy Bahadoor, Tdoulavi Mahomed 
Rushecd Khan Chowdry, Babu Tara Nauth Chowdry, Babu 
Gudadhur Khan, and Meanh Fuzla Ruhuman Khan Chowdry 
be appointed Members to carry on the business. 

A T - i?. — The Meeting was attended by upwards of hundred 
persons consisting of Zemindars, Talookdars, Officials, N 011 - 
OfficiaJs, and the Agents of all those respectable Zemindars of 
Raj shah i who were unable to attend. 


PUBM. 

' SUDDER STATION. 

XXIV 

At a meeting of the Native Resident-s at Pubna held on 
the 19th June 1870 to take into consideration the steps which 
• ought to be taken against the Educational policy of the 
Government of India. 

Proposed by Babu Harisa Chundra Sarma and earned 
unanimously that Babu Auanda Mohuna Majumdara bo elected 
to preside at this meeting. 

Proposed by Babu Rama G opal a Butta Bahadoor and carried 
unanimously that Babu Harisa Chundra Sanaa act as Secretary. 

After the object of the meeting was explained to the. geutL- 
men present the following resolutions were passed :— 

I. That the inhabitants of this cl strict have become very 
apprehensive a? to the views of 'he Indian Government res¬ 
pecting the causo of higher education of the Native* of this 
count * v, which when c-uvj. J into 'Hod v/jil bn ug a, greater 
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than any that lias come upon the land, the rates of 
lees in the Educational institutions of this country are already 
high and any sudden enhancement will produce the effect ot 
closing those institutions against the childern of the middle 
elassos :— 

IT. That the Secretary be requested to go down to Calcutta 
and represent the people of this district at the general meeting to 
be held on the 2nd proximo. 

^TI* That in the o]union of this meeting a memorial signed 
by the inhabitants of Bengal be sent to the Secretary of State, 
to put a stop to the policy of the Indian Government with a 
request that should it be disinclined to accede to tho prayers of 
Her Majesty’s native subjects they may be laid before the British 
Parliament. 

IV. That if the financial difficulty of the Indian Govern¬ 
ment be the only cause of its present Educational policy, sugges¬ 
tions lie made to raise the necessary funds for maintaining tho 
Colleges and Schools in their present footing by some indirect tax, 
as the natives of this country are not so far advanced as to take 
into their own hands tlio Education of their children. 

Haiusa CnuxDRA Sarma. 




CUMARKHALI. 

XXV 

A General meeting was held on tho 26th day of June 1370 
rit l * ie Cumarkhali Government Aided Seh >1 and tho following 
gentlemen residents and inhabitants of the Sub-division of 
Curhavkhali were present, 

Babii •. Krishna Clumdra Roy. 

„ Krishna Sundnr Mn/oomdflr. 

„ Krishna Dhon Muzoomdar. 

Mtitlmra Niutth Kundoo. 

Haro Lull Ohowdhury. 
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Babus Brojo Lall Moetra. 

„ Futtick Chandra Muzoonidar. 
„ Praia, Nautli Shaha. 

„ Mathura Nauth Kar. 

„ Gopal Krishna Chakrabarti. 

„ Bhuban Mohun Biswas. 

„ Kanye Lall Shaha. 

„ Jogendra Coomav I'oy. 

„ Ram Lall Pal. 

„ Hari Charun Laborv. 

Umanath Sein. 

„ Kedar Nath Joai dar. 

„ Gobin Chandra Butt. 

„ Naffer Chandra Coondu. 

5 , Ramdhon Mazoomdar. 

„ Hum Nauth Muzoomdar. 

„ Ptarn Tanoo Shaha. 

„ Peary Molmn Gupta. 

„ Krishna Chandra Coondu. 

,, Ramgopal Shaha. 

Piirma Nund Shaha. 

„ Hari Nath Shaha. 

„ Umesh Chandra Sircar. 

„ Gonesh Chandra Sanial 

„ Makund Nath Muzoomdar. 

} , Jogessar Coondoo. 

„ Fran Nath Cliuckerbutty. 

„ Bin a Nat h Sein. 

„ Modbu Soodun Shaha. 

Sheikh Munniruddin. 



L jBabu Hari Nath Mazoomdar proposed that Baba Krishna 
Chandra Hoy be requested to take tho chair and preside over th ■ 
Mooting and Babu Krishna Simdar Mazoomd.tr act as Secretary 
to the meeting. The proposition was se conded by Babu Ram 
Bhun Mazoouukr and accorded to by all the native gentlemen 
present. 
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ifdm Krishna Ohundra i'.ai ■ - •= 1 ' • // eaJ 

to the meeting a letter from Balm Jol.vmtr.i JI ' ji,ru ln gore 
Honorary" Secretary to the lint h liidiati ' •. b.lioi^ d.iteu 

1 Sili Jnuo 1870 to the atUlre.r ...S’ 1) iir> Krishna Kul.dev Mnjum- 
tlar. The native gentlemen p esent ."grot am* ••verely 

to learn from the letter just read orop-r-- | wtl.drawal of 
State assistance to English Edur.Uriv in rl >. .'o.mtry. Such 
withdrawal would he virtually cutting off <4»o*t all the natives 
of Bengal from all means of cda. a ting tl.cr •.•luhlren. During 
the last 10 years the country has undergone such ft great change 
in education and in the progress of civilization that without 
ldgh education in the English Langnago a man will find it a 
matter of impossibility even to get on with the ordinary avoca¬ 
tion of his life. To bo deprived at a time like the present o 
the blessings of a liberal education is a matter of most lamentable 

to the community at large. • 

As the Cumavkhali meeting lias no opportunity to send its 
reprosoniatiyes^tO be present at the general meeting to be Md 
in the Town Hall under tho auspices of the British Indian 
Association the gentlemen present found it tla-ir duty to re¬ 
cord their sense and sentiments as expressed above and consi¬ 
der it as of grave importance to memorialize His Grace ibe 
Secretary of State for India on the subject for Which pm ; 
the meeting would take the liberty to-submit a copy of tl.eu- 
tbis day’s proceedings to the Honorary Secretary lo^fhe Bntoh 
Indian Association for the purpose of being hud bclore tho 

Calcutta meeting. 

Krishna Soondua Mazoomdah, 
Amanda Lali.a Hazoomoak, 

And Several others. 


DXNAJPUB. 

XXVI 

At A public Meeting held at Dhmjpur on tho a7lh .Juno 1*70 
a ill* reference In the requisition Of British Julian Assoc,a- 
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dated the 4tli June current, with a view to consider the 
property of memorialising His Grace the Secretary of State in 
council for India, on the subject of the proposed withdrawal of 
State assistance from English Education in this country, the 
following resolutions were adopted forjransmission to the British 


India Association. 

I. The neco sity for English Education to ameliorate the con¬ 
dition of the natives of this country had to be obstinately fought 
by such men as Lord Macaulay. Such a necessity has been fully 
admitted by Government by the establishment of Colleges and 
Schools. The country owes to it its present progress and pros¬ 
perity and is indebted for all the reforms and improvements of 
which it can boast. A civilized Government as that under which 
we live would be the.last to ignore or deny the blessings of the 
intellectual and moral development of the people. And it must be 
said to the eternal glory and honor of England that she has been 
an instrument in the hands of Providence to bring about the present 
cheering state of affairs in regard to the blessings of education 
among our Countrymen. But to the misfortune of the country 
the Government proposes to stop now when a hankering after 
knowledge and information created in the minds of the people 
and the cheering rays of civilization and enlightment have only 
began to remove the dreary gloom of ignorance and prejudices 
in which the country was immersed for years. 

2nd. In trying to free the state from the charge of English 
Education the Government of India has not. only ignored the pecu¬ 
liar circumstances under which the English education was intro¬ 
duced into this country, but has also entirely lost sight of the man¬ 
ner in which higher education is imparted in England and other ci 
vilized countries in the world, there is perhaps no country of which 
we are aware is the education of youths self-supporting in .he literal 
and strict sense of the term. In some European countries the more 
important educational institutions, the universities and public 
school, are kept up partly fey the fees of scholars and partly by the 
pro tits of land'! and funds appropriated for that purpose either 
bv the .sovereign or private donors, In others the fees of students 
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( ' 01 uOtttepd by i iiroct contributions from itcpovkd 

Uevonuo. Liberal endowment;; from individuals in ibis country 
cannot tie much depended upon in furthering a foreign education 
18 80 now t0 tho tcuIlt ‘7, its Spirit is opposed to the orthodox 
be moneyed class, the aristocracy far from cherishing a 
tun. lovo for it looks on it with an oyo of disfavour and views 
!' na a mos J disagreeable innovation which they could most gladly 
1 l mt .^ ovu ' r tllp y could, where an innovation becomes national 
mid is mixed up with tho dearest things of life, when it has 
e'am.r! a footing i u the imagination of men and when it is 
iidissolul.ly interwoven with tho national glory and honour it is 

> en and only then that philanthropy and charity, a lovo 
?* lame :iml lovo of virtue works at tho minds of men and 
induces them to open then- purse string and make tho endowments 

and foundations for educational purposes. And who will deny 

that none of they, motives in favour of English education exist 
U . ; - n S al - ^nd is it at all strange that private donations aro 
neither largo nor numerous for tho maintenance of colleges and 
schools i And when this source of Bevcnuo for the diffusion 
ol education which exists iu other countries is cut of in this 
b.v its peculiar condition in whet manner should this deficiency 
be supplied, except l>y tho liberal from the state? 

• 3ul. Tho proposed discontinuance of State education to the 
middle clast <>f tho people who compote the majority in our 
colleges and schools, has naturally filled the mind of all educated 
natives with fear and suspicion. This proposal, unlike others of 
a more sectional character made by Government from time to 
time, alloct;, tho interest of every class of native community. It. 

> . therefore most earnestly hoped that His Grace the Sooretaiy 
<n Council £. r Indie ••■. ill give all considerations to tho grave and 
momentous queeliou which involves tho dearest and holies', 
interest ot tho millions of tho inhabitants of’tho country wltOoc 
well-being uml j . -. j . > i > \ is entrust. .1 into his heals. 

(Hil) Kbi9UNA Kumau Srw 
^crctary. 

tSr. ,/ w> 27 th IS70. 
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RANG PUR. 
XXVII 

Resolutions. 



1. That tins meeting while admitting the duly of the 
Government to apply a part of its resources to the Vernacular 

education of the masses, protests strongly against the proposed 
withdrawal of the state assistance from English education in 
Bengal ; inasmuch as it will throw the management and suppoit 
of our English schools and colleges upon^ the middle class 
people, who alone appreciate the benefit of such education, whose 
circumstances are not so prosperous ns to enable them to 
undertake unassisted such an onerous and responsible task ; it 
will be virtually put a stop to high education of the country. 

2 . That this meeting is also deliberately of opinion that the 
progress of vernacular education of this country is entirely 
dependent on that of the English as is evident from the fact 
that the vernacular language has been enriched by the labor ot 
the English-educated natives. 

o. That this mooting therefore considers it highly necessary 
to memorialise the Secretary of State for India in Council through 
ihe BrilUh Indian Association in Calcutta on the unjustneos 
and inexpediency of the education policy of the Supremo 
Gov. n .n o' is published in. the Supplement tu the L ’ic Gazette 
ilab'il 7th May 1870, 

4. Tin L this meeting further corufidcr; it desirable? to request 
the British Indian Assoc bat ion in co-operation, with the Ka>> 
India Association in London, to adopt such mer. -unas to 
b'io opinion fcnd tocu ro, the »ympatljyj)t^io British 
Ihihlic in favor <{ the eontiimauco of t lie stat-? a distance to 
English ulucatian. 
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A* Public Meeting of the Native inhabitants of Bograli was 
hold od Sunday the 26th June 1870, to dir cuss the propriety or 
otherwise of memorializing His Grace the Secretary of State fvr 
India ou the subject of the proposed withdrawal of state 
assistance from English Education in this country ; the 
committee considering that such memorial under the present 
circumstances is essentially necessary : have resolved to co¬ 
operate w ith tho central committee at Calcutta, and to abide by 
their decision. The Committee will be happy to contribute 
according to their means, if required in the furtherance of the 
views of the central committee on the subject. 

ClIUNDRA B Ainu LA. VaSU, 

AND 450 OTUDRS. 


MURSHEDABAD. 

BEUILUIPUlt. 

XXIX 

0\ T tho 21th Juu - ' current at a meeting held in iho Giant 
Hull in Bothainpur for the purpose of taking into consideration 
tlm present policy of Government bearing on Urn question of tie 
proposed withdrawal of imperial aid from English education 
acre present. 

]b,jr Karen-ha Nrunyuiui Kaya. 

Up>. Labi Vc-luii H»y . 

Babin Bran a KUm.i Mook^me. 

B ijiva Lo« liana Ua\ u 
Pulinn Vehari 8eno. 
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Fundita Gangadli na Kavirntna Iva virajn 
Babus Prana Krishna Vrigchi. 

' „ Yansidhara Raya. 

, } Gangagovinda Bhattacharji. 

„ Bigam vara Bisvasa. 

„ Banldma Chandra Chattcrjh B. A, 

:> Haridasa Ghosh. 

„ Kodar Natha Mahata. 

„ Srinatha Llookcrji. 

„ Gopi Chand Setia. 

Raja Dlianapati Singha Bughnr Baliadur. 

Babus Hari Sing Boid. 

„ Gurudasa Banerji, M. A. 

Dina Natha Ganguli. 

„ Matilala Banorji. 

„ Akshaya Camara Sarakarn. 

„ Sasibhuahana Mookeiji. 

„ Isana Chandra Raya. 

„ Syamacharana Bhatfca. 

Joya Narayana Vasu. 

„ Nilumani Ganguli. 

„ Syama Charaha Mookcrji. 

Ramagati Nyayaratna. 

7 , Ananda Lala Ganguli. 

„ Grisa Cliandra. 

Ivirtic Chandra Banorji. 

„ Bhavani Ivl;?ori Chakravarti. 

„ Gang * Charanu Nandi. 

„ Kc-dara Natha S any ala. 

JCaliprasada Ghosh. 

And many other gentlemen. Letters came from Newab 
Munaur Ali Khan Baluidoor and Nev. ab L nn-ul abdeon Khan 
Buhadoor expressing their regret for their iualilily to attend tho 
mt oting in conscijucneo of ill-health. Letter.! to the .-..mn effect 
ako nmo from il'UTukehumI Cakcka and Umrukchund 
Now Look liu d'C. 
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J lie work of Hie Committee began at 5-30 v. M. by the elec¬ 
tion of Raja Narendranaray an Ray Bahadoor as the President 
who made an opening speech to the following effect: 


“ It affords me great pleasure to see that our country¬ 
men can unite tog ithor to discuss a question wliich to a very 
great extent affects the welfare of our country. Very pi'obably 
you arc all awaro of the object for which wo have this day met 
together : wo are to take into consideration the present policy 
of our Government with regard to the withdrawal of the state 
aid from English education, &c. cjc. 

Bnbu Enjivaiochana Raya in moving the first resolution made 
some remarks and gave a rapid sketch of chc educational history 
of the country under the Hindu, tho Mahomed in and the English 
Governments in succession and said * Is the great literature 
of England and Scotland incapable of developing the intellect, and 
is Bengali literature better capable of doing it] Is Bengali 
literature richer and purer than th English or is it not wholly 
insufficient for any educational purpose ] If it is so why is 
English education sought to bo sacrificed to the Bengal i Is it 
aiding intellectual development to proscribe tho study of foreign 
languages] Will it help the intellect uni progress of England to 
proscribe in the scheme. >f English education the study of Latin 
and Greek. French and German. Every branch of Imperial admi¬ 
nistration pays itself wholly or in part. The Military, tho ordinary 
Public works and tho Educational Departments mu alone unpro¬ 
ductive—Ts that d ground for interfering with the pre - nt sysh nt 
of education. Abolish then tho public works too. Put down edu¬ 
cation if you like because it does not bring in a revenue but ii 
will not be eh’ip. Put down education and you will have to in 
crcaso tlic military and tho police. You will have to substitute 
physics! for n orfcl fortes. Tin- native who leu reen•, cd an Enfflwh 
education appreciates the English Government best and is tho 
strongest bond, alum .. j!u only connc<$ing link of sympathy be 
tween Governor*' and the Governed. Remove him from his place 
and the Gov* noruaud tho Governed will not know each olb r, the 
English educated native the most h\vul tmbj • et of tin British 
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■very where lie stopd.'firm (a the English eaifed and after 
suffered for tlio English cause. 

1st, that this meeting, while feeling deeply grateful to the 
British Government for the manifold benefits, which it has con¬ 
ferred on the people of this country, by diffusing education 
of-tho English language, cannot but [contem- 
plutc with the greatest sorrows the proposed withdrawal of State 
nicl from English education. 

'This resolution was seconded by Babu Bsjffianthanatha Sena 
vdio made sonm remarks as follows : 


<SL 


“ AVo !lU axc grateful to the Government for the diff«oion 
of English education and hear that the Government will no 
longer continue any aid to English education is not a 
matter of little sorrow for us : Our grief is proportionate 
to the benefits we have derived from the knowledge convey¬ 
ed to us through tho medium of English language. ° To think 
that what has emboldened and impelled us to convene this 
nwcti, ‘? > soundness of a Government policy 

will no longer bo the lot of future generations is really heart- 
rending. * * * * * ^ 

The unhealthy state of the finances can no doubt with some 

shew of reason be put forward ns a cauao but is it sufficient to 

justify such a policy ' * Lf a deficit has been caused by the 

blunder, of a Minister, a tax and a heavy tax too on the 
imi ion ought to bo sufficient ft* the correction ol'that, mi.,take 
but to Make a deficit of a year a ground for a permanent cur¬ 
tailment of an item of , - jraidituro for public good unsound in 
principle and can receive sanction from no quarter.’’ 

Babu I’ulinavohari Sena in moving the second resolution ex¬ 
pressed himself in tho following words. 

“In rising to more tho 2nd resolution I bog to observe that 
although it is d.-imhk* to oneourftgo Vernacular education it- 
. .. •' «* »»"• ff that more in,pm urn education 

' v),! h ij impi'ei 1 through the medium of the Ei.gU.h Ittnguag,.. 
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does not require much’ argument to convince one that lo 
withdraw Government aid from High English Education will be 
to put; down India into tlio depths of ignorance and super- 
Edition with their thousand attendant evils from which it has only 
begun to emerge. * * # * The Vernacular language is 

in a crude state totally unfit yet for that pliancy, copiousness and 
emergy without which a language can never sufficiently be made 
the channel for imparting knowledge of the liberal arts, literature, 
philosophy and science and without which it is but idle to hope for 
the regeneration of a nation or its capacity of appreciating the 
blessings of a liberal Government. If there is one thing moro 
necessary for the bettering of India than anothor, it is Science. 
India has been from her infancy eminently imaginative and 
hence superstitious. Science alouo can dissipate her fumes of II 
idealisms and her dependence upon the supernatural. This Sci¬ 
ence the Vernacular language is inadequate to give expression 
to. * * * * 

2nd That this meeting fully recognizes the importance of 
educating all classes of the community and would hail measures 
for indigenous edue bi I would not involve the restriction 
or repression of the Higher or English education. 

Babu Syitma Oliaraua Bhatta seconded tho resolution and 
said “ when. I say that Vernacular education is a necessity with 
us I thiuk I speak for the whole nation : no one ought to <■ iy 
or can nay anything against* the Vernacular education, wJiy it 
would be simply absurd to expect to sea one with a liberal 
education but not properly educated in tho Vernacular. But 
considering tho present stale of Society and tho march of intellect 
Veniac.il i odne dion alone does not constitute tho whole of tho 
education that i • necessary. 

Babu Dlianapali Singlia Tbigliar B t\\i Bahadur then rose to 
move the ttiird resolution and spoke aa follows :— 

“I deeply regret the misfortune which is likely to befall on 
Bengal should the rcsolution of our Government to withdraw 
Imperial aid from English educnliou bo cirric* l into effect, lu 
°On i x?quem c of the di^tur buncey of 18.17 tho Oo> ennuent had 
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debt of about 50 crores but even nt that time it was 
never contemplated that educational expense should be cur¬ 
tailed : We fail to Bee why then our worthy Government now 
think of giving up the cause of English education. It is again 
a mistake to suppose that Government alone bears the whole 
burden of expense. Even more than half the expense is borne 
. by us. Wo aho arc always inclined to contribute our share of 
expenses for .special occasions. Such being the state of tilings 
the unenlightened portion of the community may think that 
Government U envying (lie spread of education hero and we 
would bo very sorry if such a nation bo entertained by any class 
of men regarding our good and liberal Government. 

3ixI. That it Is erroneous to suppose that those who resort to 
English Schools and Colleges are educated solely at the expense 
of the State, inasmuch, -m the fees and subscriptions raised from 
private source amount to more than half of the total amount of 
Imperial Expenditure on the higher education in Bengal. 

Babu Akshaya Charana Sarakara in rising to second the third 
resolution undo some remarks and concluded thus. The impres¬ 
sion therefore that wo are taught out of the public exchequer 
i3 erroneous and not borne out by facts and the policy that it 
generatos h equally prejudicial to the governed, tho governor 
<fce. &c.” 


Babu Matilala Banovji in moving the 4th resolution :.aid that 
“ if Government calculates on native resources alone for English 
education it ought in tho first place to soo whether there is a 
suilioient number of rich men in the country who can undertake 
to discharge th h onerous duty of educating the future ynnera- 
aoivs The wealth of Bengal like the old man’s story lies in 
the soil. This act of Government would ten-1 to undo tho good 
that ih' y have done. The time is yet fur distant when Govern¬ 
ment could safely entrust the course of English education to the 
hands of tho natives of this country. 

4 th. Th.it the foregoing ‘resolutions bo laid before the Com¬ 
mittee of' tin, British It. li.m A : : ' ioii tor submi :?«on to. tho 

public mocting to be held^in Calcutta on tho 2nd July next fo& 
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TTjc consideration of iliLs subject and that Babu Diiianath 
Ganguly he requested to see this resolution earned into effect. 


Babu S.v il.lutduia Mookerjiseconded this resolution and said 
that it is not at all likely that a deaf car should he turned to 
our wailings in England, kc. 

(3d.) Raja Nauendu.y Narayana Bahadur. 

Chuintimi. 


JUNGirORE. 

XXX 

At a mooting of the inhabitants of Jungiporo, in the District 
of Mooiohedahad, held at the premises of the late Baboo Bamlal 
Singh on the 2Gth June 1870, Baboo Jodoo Nath Mookevjca 
in the chair, the following Resolutions were passed. 

1. That the Resolution of the Government of India regarding 
u all English Education” a.; ‘‘ high education/' and withholding 
the State Grant for purposes of high education ia to he strongly 
deprecated, 

2. That in the opinion of this meeting the financial cm- 

haiTi’Ssments of the State would nol in the least he removed by 
withdrawing tho State Grant ; * 

3. That a copy of the above RofaoluLions ho forwarded to the 
Secretary to tho British Indian Association for the information of 
tho Meeting to he convened on tho 2nd proximo, for discussing the 
Education. I policy <n the Government of India. 

I. That this meeting express their unanimous approval of tho 
course, which will bo adopted by tho British Indian Association. 

it. Thru. Babu GourHoomh r Chowdry, a Zemindar of tin.; 
Sub District, b, appointed lor< pn neut tho view ; of its inhabitants 
on the subject. 

G. That VJ.tbu ItrisU) Bulluh Bui and Tvaliprosiv! Oooplo bo 
appointed Joint SevivUuir.. to report the piOva-diug< of thh 
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ana carry on tie necessary eorie^ihlenco 
Brit: .1, I ujian Association. 
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witli the 


(Sil.) Jadunatha Mookeijjea, 
Chairman. 

Krishna Vallava IIaya, ) 0 

Kali P has ad a Gupta, / hccrciancs - 


maldah. 

XXXI 

At a Meeting held pursuant to the requisition of the fccrc- 
ary °* 11,0 Crftin,> Association atWaldalJn the house of 

Ur. Dwaihanatha Chatterji on Sunday the 26th Juno lbTO 

Present 

I’amlita Govindiiknnt.i Vidyabhushaua ) 

Balu Satukanta Muke.ji, * ’ / Dc ^ ^‘strafes. 

»> Ilojaninatlta Chatterji,— Head Master. 

” Isivarnohandra Khasnavis,— D y . Inspector of Schools. 

” Bhuvanamoliann Chatterji ,—Inspector of Post Offices 
Go8vnmi Mans Oiri, 

Ba W Pareiauatlia Choudhuri, 

„ Lalavelmii Lahudi, 

Jaih'tki Xallta Newgi, 

» Iiulrnnaj’nyatm .Kuyn, 

» Trailol.ya Nntha Mulcerji, 

I«uia Chundra Seua,— Income-Tax Assessor. 

„ Peari Mohftna Sena, 

,, Tuim Jadnb Bose, 

» Kali Sumlara G ha taka, 

„ Unia Churana Mukerji, 
rau.tita jiajicalochana Tarfenhagis.i, 

Bahus I hid ha Kisore ChalcravaiU 
,, SriuAth.T Mojooimtar, 




■ Zemindars 


1 

I 

^ Pleaders. 
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ahima Chundra Ghose, 

„ Dwaikanatha Chatterji,— Civil 21cdical Officer. 

and about 100 other residents of the district. 

Pmidila Govindakanta Vidyabhushana was voted to the chair. 

Head Baba .Toteendro Mohuu Tagore’s circular letter of the 
18th June 1870 and the object of the meeting explained. 

Babu Bajaninafcha Chatterji, Sita Kanta Mukerji, Dwavka 
Natha Chatterji, Guruprasada Sena, Kalis under Ghataka, 
Gosianu Mohcndra Gira ami Peari Mohana Sena, dwelt at some 
length on the disadvantages India would suffer under if the State 
assistance to education bo withdrawn, on the calamity that 
would fall on India if English education be discouraged, on the 
necessity for immediate action and appeal to the Home Govern¬ 
ment, the British Parliament or even to the foot of the Throne 
if need bo &e. &c. 

Bead a letter from Balm Brnjasundra Moittra regretting his 
inability to attend the meeting and expressing his feelings on 
ihe subject by the following quotations. 

irstc^n i 

it 

cEteit’rU f^5(!Ttsrtsri^^ c it : 5asrt^r < ’t t 
fH^rejtrrk c^jpr t! 

§i'rntfr*f=Ftg f<ra“t'g*t c l ( 

Cfutinuail 

The following resolutions were passed : 

Resolutions. 

J That in Ihe opinion of this Committee the present Etluca- 
lional policy of the C vemnunt is a retrograde movement and 
that the withdrawal of State aid from colleges and schools will 
retard the progress of Education in India. 

2. Thai tliia mooting highly approve of the intention of Go¬ 
vernment to educate the musses, but they arc of opinion that to 
uffoid ;;uch education ;*t Ihe expense of high Etmliub education 
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ill principle and will retard tin intellectual 
tlio people. 
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progress 


J. That tins meeting approve of thaproposition of the British 
mhan Association to memorialise the Secretary of State against 
the present educational policy of the Oovcvament of India.' 

_■ hut a copy of these proceedings be forwarded to Balm 
• -cendro Mohun Tagore with a request that ho will lay before 
• Calauu Meeting the expression of the opinions and iWli,,- • 
of the inhabitants of this district on this important subjccu 
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MEETING IlCId 2nd July iSTfl T i /\ . 

the Chair; * ' 1 U pi***™** -Mittra 

1st Resolution; 

SUi September and 3l.. r m , 1 Solutions of 

■•>11 iStatu support from u,o ,L?Vt ^ U \ 

li OJ , CJr system of English oduca- 

^NI) rviaotUTION. 

' mC0LinS ’ U ‘° E, - IL ’ h Education 
l ‘ u,<l m1,10 Wornmant College,; and Soho »U r . 
productive of the most l„,,Widal ; °” 

imi.otu j to moral and iutclh <„.Y ]’ ' ,l 1">'' "> *uf 

tlio people in a posilS * 

«• ™»W. -.. , , ; , 

rssss.-x-xtyristt 


mtSTfty 



i bat i in; confidence creaied in the minds of the people by 
tl‘e repeated declarations of the British Government, that it 
WiU * ito Jesiro t0 “ upon the Natives of India, those vast 

moral and material blessings which flow from the general diffu- 
sion of useful knowledge," will be seriously weakened, if the 
Queon ’ s Government now recedes from the enlightened and 
benevolent policy, initiated and consistently pursued by the 
i^ist India Company. 

Itit Resolution. 

That the Colleges and Schools for instruction in Kindis], ., lv 
resorted to almost entirely by the children of the middle and 
poorer classes of the community, most of whom arc not able 
to meet the expenses of an English Education, oven under the 
Vithout great difficulty. Any attempt, there- 
lore, on the part of Government, to render such eduction self- 
supporting, by the introduction of any sudden or radical change, 
would bo premature ; and would have the effect of closino- the 
door against the vast majority of that class of students which 
now attends those institutions. 


^TU^liESOLUTroN. 

That, while considering it to be desirable that a more extend¬ 
ed system of Vernacular Education should be introduced, con- 
currently with tin- present system of English Education, in 
accordance With tl,o plan set forth intho great Education Dos- 
patch ot ldo4, th« meeting desires to bring to prominent notice 
t.mttho Clares who have had tho advantage of an 
Engh J, Education, have helped to diffuse among the , tho 
hojieflts thoy hay. thouiaehros yocoivefly by creating „„ m.iw 
one.linmgenous venmeukr Mmiuro, promoting U.o cstabSh- 

nwnt Of chief grant.-in-:,id school* all car t J., 

bv exorcising a beneficial influence over all section., of the 
population. 

<»ru Resolution. 

That an., nmas.uv having for its object, the more gen, 

of thebh.un 3 soIcd«cat, y „. dbcrU.g fLo Uu „, 
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toow employed in imparting education in English toward some 
system of popular elementary ’Vernacular education will defeat 
its own object. 


7tii Rc •olutiox. 

That a Committee coumhur" of Baboos Upendra Nauth 
Mittra, Somenaiiili Mukhopadya, Cliaitanya Ivrislma Basaek, 
gyama Kanta Chtitterjea, and Dino Nauth Sen, bo appointed 
on the pari of this meeting, to draw up a memorial to Her Ma¬ 
jesty’s Secretary of State for India, embodying the views of this 
meeting ; and to submit it to Ilis Grace along with the p 
from the British Indian Association. 

8tii Resolution. 

That a Telegram be seutjust now to the meeting that is going 
to take place this evening at the Town Hall, Calcutta, informing 
them of the proceedings of this meeting- 


BIKRUMPUR. 

XXXIII 

Wffei i 

I 

3rt?l I 5.0-fl ^ I | 

f**t*«rt* {rt^iTifo >2tf5;rM4 *r«1 i 

5i;j gi efsj^ jjstnR H c^Hv »v>' ^sjs* 

siitws? sr*teretit sreKsc 3 ? -®ivn<?ta ?rsi • 

amt- 

9 Jrh'f-Tff win '-* 

s,^ CW ^1‘IW V*ftTO*W 

sffll I 
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7n®HI% 33t*l3 3j%f33(:3 

^rqtsin 3fs3i 3f%<33 “w 4^ 77751 5S3t3 ^c^r it 
f33t3 5375331 i sf« <it ^rW 7 c; 3>*t firai^to 

3ffnrtcf3, ^f^r x i 3 i 4^, ‘75l3i53?tTf 33«f3 ^*3 f*rol 

sf^s ?pfinr® 3t37r 3f33'U^3 i wif&f' 

«rf3t3t 5.31 ^prtt 3f%3tiai3 43 $3*^1 

3%3 I 7E*7 77 - 5 H 4^ f3^fO«t3 fH3i3rJfrftTr3 4lt%f3ffi 
%tf^5 3t3l ' 5 ?l3'*l73 f3 *i1 ; 435 75rl3 x fJ3 3^C?f 
3+3ft3 331 3i$C3, Ts^fTirTllcf ^t3tfi 531 ^ft? 

•j^^f^TS <3«=f1 3fi>313 *t3 757!) 5T5»t*|r? f3$3 , i3 

f33tftf3m 43^t tits I 3^C3 I 4ttsfal C3 IVopT^ f3- 

3|jft C?' x rf^^t33 c l W 3T®ra ^tf 5 ^ 3^31 3331 'fr%r 

3«i 3fsr<3 i 55prr 4^ 3551 <<pr 5 ^ 3 ^, 435 

4pflr«l ^r f% f% 3*lt3 3 s t3t57r1 3f33i f3 f3 3l^f 3f3C55 
3^3, 4$ f335t*t^ \st5l '2t3f*t I 433 773 f- 

■35s 7773f3 35t*ra3 c 1 475fW33 ft3t57Ti 435 3#3j 

f*?3 33>3 1 „ 

3jic?it57rti^ 7j5gi >rtfj 3fac«33 c3, 

?13‘|C33> C3 7§W75jT f'l’spl 3f%\» W-fccv 3R3 3f33tlf3 
"«t3l 47513?% 37fa? 3tj®3^ Tsjjjrjififw 3C5, 435 4331 
®3«i 3fc 475l3r%7r 'St3^ 3tf3i'»13 ^;f«|75 -S *ff%35t- 
R^s 5^3tC^3, '5t3l '•l3-['f3'533 '5it3t3. 435 3t®T- 

^ir«3 v£tf®3t3 331 3*531 5^3ti¥ I C7T3f® 3f<33‘M3 
StWw 4 tt^ TBjtfH't 531 3jc3lt C3 43 33^3751 3^13 
OT^ 75«t3 f33f53^3 f33t3lf3C33 oft "3 7% 733* tftfafsrfu 

3t3l «lt3-«r73 I 435 C33 (StfafSTf* 3131^1? 

f33^ 1 ' < a?33 C3%75 ^3<1 ^C3' x rr3^33t f^lRTrift Stfgs 
3t^ 3WtC3l3ar C3t3 3Tf?l%l3 33T*I3 G S'lJJTg? 3t^T53f- 
3N3 C3l3 ff3?I 33^33 4)f« ®;vf»j ^ , 

3tf > WtC?Tl33a' <3C33 4j5?t33r« -S 

3f53PW 3tC33 C^t333l3 3lf/ 33?( CV, 4'4 ^3173 

43iXH ^3^1313 -573I13T 33^4t3t3 3|3? ('53)15 331 

53753'lt 31513 41fa •®f3t*f‘! 331 3t3 I 
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fttil ’rTt*FCT?T sHstTtSp'fnf S §il^gr 
^.‘•j ^j«H r4 ft'<SFt3J ^t*FCU5t C’itw^ts 

TC'O SfKf T^il C 7 ), ^ JTSta ^ ^t^T f5R3(C*|5r 'S’? 
^ *rg i£ff%fsrf*t ^ TOrtCTt** c*rN 

^1fir^t=T 5Tft‘*Rr a SfcjjsFvTtf^ lisr’rtsw c^rta ^Tf* 

•*rcrrii fsppi *t&i*r *jt?r; *rtTttfra ^t-4Wl ct ’Stw 

* wpo* tfspfWa VFI 1 er >*? ^ 

*p«I c*n< Justrr 4??. ^Ick 'S's^ 

5j«sr C’T Til. v5*tt3 "i^j? 

f*rra is^f^rR w*i T^i *«1 fifrs ’P'®: 

sqifrtf^t 3 ? * TffiEa ’fRiuh i 

vstf *T^tT 7T3l"S TTf%^lE‘lst ’Tt’tf * > * '-’^ 

^■PAf’rsp T^f al sffiTC*Pf I Oi^ci 

<‘^<ri a1«i Tfat^at *es *rl T^rtf? ; > ^runrt 

Sd nsp-Fo T^T; TftT ^itWt ^ ^ f*rdd TtStT 
vitn'srt’TtPRf «tC* firtt 
-s p-titsUH tot <2ft?roFT i 

*t* si^ «tfots vt?pftw ^i’-fft ’iTt’«ra Triu CTifV<? 

3^51 ’SfTOUT I 

<**«. ^ »n»tPF wrt* 

SHTtn 'i^'-f »T5t«5r T^i I 

(istf^fi^f^ ) 
Sj^rUntSirUr CTH 
f^ TS7»Tf: JTOtT 


PURREE DI'ORE. 

XXXIV 

Sm,_T have UioUunoi- to ocKnowl. l.jn tho > '< oT^t, of yom- 
i.-U.-r OnUti 13 tU J«uo 1 *70 ami in reply tv 'Mo Hint lu accm - 
Oa. * with Uio wRW of lL« Committee of Uw Brilwh Imli.ui 
AwovLiwu a public meotins of Uw resMeuw of Furreo'.lpwo 
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wn^lield on Sunday the 20th idem, it was largely attended 1 »y 
representative of tho middle class of this district. 


I am desired by the meeting to say that as no person can be 
i cut from tills place to Calcutta you will be so good as to lay the 
following resolutions passed by it before the public meeting to 
bo held at the Town Ilall on the 2nd July next. 

At a Meeting of the inhabitants of Furrcedpore held on the 
20th June, 1870 on the education question the following Ilesoliu 
/Jons were passed : 

1st. That this Meeting deeply deplores the announcement 
made by the Indian Government of its intention to stop all 
State grants for English Education. Such a measure cannot but 
bo highly detrimental to the intellectual improvement of the 
whole people. 

2nd, That this meeting unanimously feels the urgent neces¬ 
sity and desirability of memorializing the Secretary of State 
for India in Council on the subject of th« illiberal educational 
policy of the Indian Government. 

3rd. That this meeting distinctly and fully declares the 
inability of \he middle classes, at least of this district, to pro¬ 
vide for the English Education of th$j# children unless assisted, 
as hitherto, by the Government of the country. 

•1th. That this meeting, therefore, expresses a hearty .sym¬ 
pathy and agreement with the viowB of the grand Public Mooting 
convened by the British Indian Association, and will co-op- rate 
with it us tar as practicable, in any stops therein resolved upon. 

• nil. That this meeting appreciates the importance of * .in 
eating the mass of the people namely artizans, husbandnu u we . 

tit deems it. both unnecessary and impolitic to sacrifice the 
interests of tho middle classes for those of the lower orders. 

r, th. That this meeting Jneoreiy expresses tho gratitude 
this District for tho patriotic jpirit displayed by tin Bt 
Indian Asocial ion, 

I have ivc, 

(RfL) K\LYUA9\ M itKIU 
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SEJRAJGI'NGE. 
XXXV 


With a view to place before the British Indian Association 
the sense of the native inhabitants of Serajgunge the present 
educational policy of the Government of India notified in the 
supplement to the Calcutta Gazette of the 7th May 1870, a 
meeting of the native community of Se raj gang wa:> convened 
on the evening of the 27th June 1S70 and the following resolu¬ 
tions were passed. 

1. That inasmuch as the present educational policy of the 
Government of India of withdrawing the State allowances from 
all Colleges and Schools and of increasing the rates of fees 
therein chargeable, is calculated to retard the progress of < du~ 
cation by shutting those Colleges and Schools from the middle 
class inhabitants, who are the real senders of children to such 
Colleges and Schools, this meeting is of opinion that tlie 
said policy will be productive of serious consequence to the 
welfare of the inhabitants at large, and as such should be hum¬ 
bly and respectfully protested against in a memorial to Her 
Majesty’s Secretary of State in Council for India and that thin 
meeting in concert with the British Indian Association, v.ho 
are about to take measure to this effect. 

M. That the meeting appoint Balm Bhogobutty Churn 
Mookerjea to,act as their jepresentative in the British Indian 
Association at their proposed meeting on the 2nd July 1870> 
and should Balm Bhogobutty Churn MooWjee be unable to 
reach Calcutta before the day fixed, the British Indian Associa¬ 
tion U; requested to act as the representative of this meeting. 

HI. That while fully alive to the gme importance of edu¬ 
cating the masses, this meeting cannot help thinking it injudici¬ 
ous to afford such education, however important- to the ruin of 
English education which in fact is the ken.tone of all improve 
merit of the country. 

TV. That the meeting appoint the following gentlemen to 
Cvinpcsc a committee to correspond with the British Indian A$#o 
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ciation in their behalf Babus Tv.dipvosunno Mookerjea, Srecnatli 
Gup to, Dwarkanath Poramanick, and Babu Kylash Chunder 
Paul. 

V. That a copy of these Resolutions be forwarded to the 
British Indian Association for their information. 

Kai.y Prossunno Mookeluea, 
and 127 others. 


BACKERGUNGE. 

BURRISAUL. 

XXXVI 

To 

The Honorary Secretary 

British Indian Association. 
ike., &c., etc., 

The Committee regret that they cannot send a representative 
to be present in the meeting of the 2nd proximo (as Burrisul is 
more than 5 days journey from Calcutta) but they hike this oppor¬ 
tunity of informing the meeting of the 2nd duly next through 
you of their sincere determination to co-opera to with whatever 
is proposed to he done in the meeting of that day. 

X am further directed to request that you will keep the Com¬ 
mittee informed of the proceedings of the meeting of 2nd July 
next and of all tho other meetings that may from time to time bo 
hold for the purpose of carrying intu effect to resolutions of that 
Meeting. 

As the proceedings wow i \i the vernacular the resolutions are 
forwarded exactly in the same shape as they were put and 
carried. 

I have <&e., 

Du no a Mohan Da-\, 

St :-:retary* 
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Meeting wa ; lielcl on the 27th June 
solutions were passed. 



Proposed hy Baboo Durga Mohun Oass seconded by Babo° 
Xobin Chunder Boy and carried w animously. 

( I. That in the opinion of this meeting the resolution of the 
Government oi India pubji.shcd in the Supplement to the Gazette 
of India dated the 7th May last wherein it is proposed to with- 
diaw gradually all state aid from English schools and colleges is 
fraught with danger and ominous of evil to the inhabitants of 
Bengal. 


Proposed by Baboo Peary Lull Hoy B. A. B. L. and seconded 
by the Government Htfader Baboo Abboya Nundo Bass, and 
carried unanimously. 

'T. That in tlio opinion of this meeting it is impossible 
Ibat tho Knglish schools of the District should r. main in their 
present efficient state, if the aid of the Government wore gradu¬ 
ally withdrawn from them inasmuch as tho time has not arrived 
when tho people of Bengal can afford to hear all lhe expenses 
of an English education themselves. 

Proposed hy Baboo Chundcc Churn Boy and seconded hy 
Baboo Chunder Nautli Son, Mohnhmavfah, and. carried nnani- 
m ou sly. 


HI. That in the Opinion of this meeting it is expedient to 
memorialize the Secretary of State against tho recent changes 
in the educational policy of the Govonunentptjiidia and <01 
that purpose to co-operate with the British Indian Associalion 
in all that is done with the object of carrying this resolution 
into effect. 


Proposed hy Baboo Pono Bundoo Son B. A. anil B. j. 
.-.ml seconded by Baboo Brindabun Oimndor C'lmckerbnUy and 
carricd umuiiinously. 

IV. That with the object of putting tbom-rivs i„ com 
muokacion with the B. I. Association and for iho purpose 
of concerting lmcniiv; in (.oiiKuHiifiim with Mmt Awiocia 
lion for.,, anying that r, >h ii..,. iut„ off, c t a (.Vrumiltn- of 
lir: lbllev.il,g -tlemui I . appointed wjih ....... ,., ;v ,.j 
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'fncir number : Baboo* Peary Kail Roy, Nobin Chinnier Roy, 
Kalla Oh and Cbattcrjea, Sliaroop Cb under Gho.se, Sarada Prosad 
Roy, Purga Mohun Doss Secretary, Oornesh Cliuudcr Chose 
Assistant Secretary. 

Proposed by Bnbu Ooraa Kant Chatterjea M. A., B. L. 
and seconded by Baboo Oomcah Chunder GIiosc B. A., B. L. 
and carried “unanimously. That as it is too late to send a 
representative from this meeting to ho present in the meeting 
of the 2nd July next, a copy of those resolutions be forwarded 
to the Secretary to the B. I. Association with a letter requesting 
him to keep this committee informed of all their proceedings in 
thR matter and meaning him of this meeting’s beany co-operation 

and sympathy with the objects of the meeting of the 2nd July 
next. 


MYMENSING. 
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At a -Meeting hold at Balm Jadara Chandra Gosvami’s 
residence on the 22nd Tunc last attended by about 100 men 
resprasentative Zemindars, TalooTcdars, Government servants and 
professional men, Babu Gopi Kr ishna Banerji was proposed to Urn 
chair. 

Tins President opened the proceedings of the meeting by 
introducing ito the gentlemen a letter received from the Seem ary 
of the B. I. Association regarding the proposed withdrawal of 
by Government of state assistance to English education in this 

country. 


The President spoke about the desirability of cooperating with 
i ie Association in tiro purposes of the meeting to be held by them 
after which Balm Turin! Pr.auul Roy moved the Cr»t resolution. 

I. That tilts meeting has learned with extreme rcgi.t 
the proposal of Government to withdraw to a certain ix’ent 
state a ;,stance to English ndueatieii i„ this country .ml tin 
members hero pivaent one and all think h. but jus, amt proper 
to give then humble .appeal to the British Indian A.-sOvialien 



^ ttr ffefpurpose of considering ilif oivm-iely of memorializing Hi:-: 
Grace the Secretary of St.u *\>v India on th< subject of the 

proposed withdrawal of state • sKu u.r to < ducution in 

this country. 

It was seconded by Baku Jabav. Cmind-a Gos.ami B. A. 
and supported by Balm Krishna Sundara Glio.se. 

The resolution was then put to vote and was passed 
unanimously. 

Babu Blmgavana Cliundra Sena then moved the 2nd resolu¬ 
tion. 

II. That the members of this meeting thinking it- inconveni¬ 
ent and almost impossible for them to attend in due time the 
meeting to be held by the B. I. Association take this oppor¬ 
tunity to express to the said Association the sentiment of this 
district regarding the proposals of the Government. 

The resolution on boing seconded by 8. 0. Nauth Esq., and 
supported by Babu Kalinatha Dhara B. L. was put to vote and 
passed unanimously. 

III. That a select committee consisting of Balms Girija 
Kanta Lahuri, Jadava Chandra Gosvami, B. A., Madana 
Moliana Chose, Kislina Sundara Gliose and S. C. Nauth 
Esq., bo appointed to draw up a letter to the address of 
Babu Joteendro Mohun Tagore disclosing tlie sentiments of 
the inhabitants of this district regarding the proposal of the 
Government and that the sumo when circulated amongst the 
public together with true proceedings of this meeting 1<? Rent 
to the Secretary ol the B. I. Association. It wr i proposed by 
Babu Tarini Prasada Bpya and wa8 seconded by Babu Isana 
Cliundra Chakra vorti B. L., and passed unanimously, 

Babu Girija Kan to then read the 4th resolution. 

That copies of the proceedings of the mooting together 
with the letters to be sent to the Secretary of the British Indian 
A; rinciatiun 1 kj loiwarded to the iutlucntial and < 'ducated men in 
the interior, who have- not been able to be pivsrut at this 
j. requesting (hem to give tlicir opinion on the poinla 
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ill tlie meeting aud that all answers when received l>c 
submitted to the B. 1. Association. 

It was seconded by Baba I Larisa Ohundra Bagseo and by 
Balm Rutan Maui Gupto. 

The resolution was approved and passed unanimously. 

(Sd.) Jadava Oiiundra Gosvamt, 
and about 35 others. 


CHITTAGONG DIVISION. 

NOA Kir ALLY. 

XXXYT1I 

Proceedings of a meeting held at tlie Bengali school house 
at NoaWlmli on the evening of the SUtli June for the purpose 
of eliciting the state of native opinion at this station 
tlie proposed withdrawal of state assistance to English education 
and co-operating with the British Indian Association for nmmo- 
linlixing his Grace the Secretary of State for India on the subject. 

The meeting was attended by most of the respectable natives 
of the place. Babu Jagadisa Nath Raya being called to the chair 
opened the proceedings by explaining to the gentlemen present 
the object of the meeting and briefly recited the history of the 
progress of education ill this country. 

Moved by Baboo Huripcrsaud Newgce and ; eondod by Babu 
Luckhicunt Boy. 

1. Thu l in the opinion of this meeting the pioposcd with¬ 
drawal of slate assistance from English education in this country 
is premature and will lead to the closing of most, of the schools 
and colleges in Beug d. 

In moving the above resolution the Babu adverted to the fact 
Unit the great majority of our English students especially in lb* 4 
Moflus. il Htatiuir. i ome from rim middle chu scs whose income-, 
arc barely Millicient to maintain themselves. From "ion)'' stalls- 
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of ilie Noukliali English School which he detailed it appeal¬ 
ed that the average income of the guardians of the hoys attend 
ing this school was about 30 Rs. and the cost of educating each 
pupil about 1 of this amount the pupils pay only 1- at present 
and he detailed on the hardships into which a sudden withdrawal 
of state aid would involve the residents here. 


Balm Labshmikanta Raya in seconding the above resolution 
slated that this District is not yet sufficiently advanced in 
education and enlightenment to enable its people to help them¬ 
selves in the matter of high or English edu-cation. 

Moved by Balm Odoychand Dutt and seconded by Balm 
Adwatyachiirn Dutt. 

II. That while recognizing the importance and necessity of 
e ducation for the people generally in the Vernacular, this meet¬ 
ing is of opinion that tlio progress of popular education should 
by no means supersede English Education for the higher and 
middle classes. 


The Babu dwelt specially on the services that the educated 
natives have done to the country by establishing Schools and 
Patshalas and zealously and intelligently superintending the edu¬ 
cation therein imparted. lie demonstrated that unless the upper 
and middle classes were simultaneously educated and enlightened 
popular education would not succeed with Govern meat aid alone. 
He also dwelt upon the duty of England towards India in raising 
her in the scale of nations by imparting to her tho learning and 
civilization of the west. 


Babu Atulya Chandra Oliatfcorji moved the 3rd resolution 
which was - jeonded by Balm Raj ai am a Mukerji. 

II I. That in the opinion of this meeting the state grant for 
educational purposes is neither exorbitant nor unprecedented, 
and that further aid in addition to what is now granted umy 
fuirlybo given out of imperial funds for promoting popular 
education. 

The speeches wort all iu Vernacular, as many present did not 
underhand English. 
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ClIOTA NAGPOKE DIVISION. 

MANBHUM, PURULIA. 

XXXIX 

Proceedings of a meeting of the native inhabitants of the 
Town of Purulia in the district of Manbhutn held on Thursday 
last, 23rd June, 1370, for the purpose of considering the great 
Educational question. 

Present. 

Babu Kali char ana Datta, 

„ Vimalananda Mukerji, 

„ Navinachandra Pala, 

„ Hansesvara Mukerji, 

„ Uttamakiahna Sarakara, 

„ Kama Nrisingbaditya,, 

„ Niyamab Ulla, 

„ Kailasachandra Chatterji, 

>} Umacharana Raya, 

„ Paresanatha Ghosh a, 

„ Kshetramohana Ghataka, 

v Baukavehari Sarakara, 

v Syamalala Datta, 

„ Gopikrishna Mukerji, 

,, Dhiavatidhu Bhattaoharya, 

„ Rupachanda Mukerji, 

And others. 

Proposed by Babu Kahcharana Datta and seconded by all tho 
members that Babu Nnvinachandra Pala be president. 

Proposed by Babu Hansesvaia Mukerji and seconded by Bnbu 
Kalicharaniv Datta that Babu Bankavohari Sarakara bo the 
Secretary. 

Read a letter from Babu Joteendro Mobun Tagore, Honorary 
Secretary, British Indian Association, inviting the inhabitants of 
the District of Matibhum to convene a meeting and cud their 
opinion on the great Education question. 

3 
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Babu ICulieharana Datta said that English Education lias 
done great good to the country. He said that the Chota- 
Nagpove Province is the most backward in this respect, tho 
people aro generally poor and could hardly pay for their education 
The education of tho masses is indeed desirable, but to raise tho 
intellectual and moral character of the people he considers that 
vernacular and English education must go hand in hand. He 
moreover said that education is just in its infant state and 
without the fostering care of the British Government, it cannot 
thrive. If therefore he observed state aid be withdrawn from 
English Education it would be a suicidal policy, Sc c. 

Babu Hansesvara Mukerji after dwelling for sometime on 
the benefits of English education said that a memorial should he 
submitted to his Grace the Secretary of State to continue state aid 
to English education. 

Babu Gopikri-.hua Mukerji said that English Education should 
not in his opinion be stopped so soon, it has yet much to do in 
way of civilizing the country. The circumstances of the 
people are not such as to bear the heavy expenses of liberal 
Education and that he admits the urgent necessity of re¬ 
presenting to his Grace. 

Babu Dinavandhu Bliattaoharya said that in his opinion the 
country owes its present grandeur solely to English education, 
and that this education could never have been given if Govern¬ 
ment did not take the burden of expense, lie said that tho 
’,r. pie aro generally poor and that their position is not so ad¬ 
vanced as to be able to bear all the charges of an expensive 
education and that the withdrawal of state aid would be putting 
a stop to the educational career of the people which in bin 
opinion has been but half pursued. 

A discussion ensued in which several gentlemen took part. 

The members then came to the following resolutions. 

TfiE following Resolutions were passed at a Meeting of the 
Kative Inhabitants of Purulia held on the 23rd June. 

Tuat they one and all unanimously protest against the anti- 
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irtli Education policy of the Government-, inasmuch, as it is 
highly injurious to the educational interests of the country. 

That they deem it expedient to memorialize His Grace the 
Secretary of State against the present educational policy of tlio 
Government, and they heartily agree to co-operate with the British 
Indiau Association in tho adoption of measures which might b® 
best calculated to secure State aid to English Education. 

That Hon'ble Bahu Issur Chunder Ghosal, Member of tho 
Bengal Legislative Council and Talookdar, be requested to act 
as representative for the District of Manbhum in the great 
education Meeting to be held in Calcutta on the 2nd of July 
next. 

(Sd.) IUNKrrr.nuu Sauakaka 
Secretary to the Educational Jreeling y Furulicc 

and about 100 gentlemen. 


ASSAM DIVISION. 

GOWHATTY. 

XL 

.Resolution' 1. 

That in the opinion of this meeting the present educational 
policy of the Government of India as announced in the Supple¬ 
ment to the Calcutta Gazette of the 7th ultimo is fraught with 
danger to the best interests of the country and calculated to 
retard tlio progress of education in Bengal inasmuch tho 
inovitabl- result of such policy will he by the withdrawal of 
state aid from the national beat* of learning and increasing tho 
cost of English education to place that education beyond tho 
mat sea of most of those who had sent their children to English 
Schools and Colleges. 

Resolution II. 

That while feeling the urgent imporranee of me-isn.es *a: 
culated to educate nnd hjfelkrtnrdh tbe aur. *\.o 
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.tion. of this country tills meeting is of opinion that to 
joi'd such education to the neglect of English education is 
unsound in principle and subversive of that harmony which should 
exist between the middle and lower orders of our Society. 
Resolution TIT. 


§L 


That the members of this meeting have learnt with the 
greatest pleasure that a grand meeting moved by the B. I. 
Association will be held at Calcutta to petition Her Gracious 
Majesty the Queen protesting against this impolitic resolution 
ot Government. This meeting, therefore, unanimously resolve 
that these resolutions, at which they have arrived be sent to 
the Secretary to the British Indian Association to be laid 
before the said convocation as an index of their opinion and 
feeling on this important matter. 


Hem chan d n a Barwaii, 
and several others. 


GOALPARA. 

XL! 

To 

Tin: Honorary Secretary 

British Indian Association, 

Calcutta. 

Sir,—YV ith reference to your letter of the 13th instant I have 
the honor to inform you that a Mooting was held on the after- 
noon of Sunday the 19th instant at 4 p. ii., in the premises 
ol the Goalpura Hjtovidhaiiii Subha for devising the best 
moans for representing the Government about the subject of 
withdrawing all aid to high class education in Bengal and a 
resolution In. been passed bv the select members for sending a 
memorial to the Secretary of .State for India. 

Iho Meeting was composed of the following gentlemen Rai 
Goonabbi Kara Buroouh Bahadoor. Babu Pudokchan Das*, Babu 
Joygopaul Itukhit, Balm Oh hoy Ooomar Bose, Bubu Suda Ram 
Babu Judo Xuuth Buncrjce. 
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The "Members have nob as yet been able to come to the conclu¬ 
sion whether they will send tlieir Memorial through the I>i it.sk 
Indian Association or otherwise. The result will be made known 


afterwards. 


1 have the Honor to bo, 

Sir, 

Youi^s most Obt. Servant, 

Okhoy Coomaii Bose. 


SECOND MEETING. 

To 

Babe .Ioteendra Mohun Tagore, 

Honorary Secretary. 

British Indian Association. 

! 
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»rt i cwteTTsr -fin 

ijijTf ct \stTi 'st^t-s <i'S' l *iPr 
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Prethu Ham. Chowdry, 

and 100 other*. 


<SL 


BEHAR. 


BIIAUGULPORE. 

XLII 

Proceedings of a meeting of the residents of Bhaugulpore held 
this day (30th June) in the Old School House of the Station. 
Present. 

Moulavi Wahi-ud-din Khan Bahadur. 

Babu Vrajamohana Thakura. 

9> IIm vagouriprasada. 

Moulavi Hatiz Hose in. 

Balm Sardhari Loll. 

Sliaick Ali Hussein. 

JM eer A slirat AIL 
Moulavi Mohomrand Hazuk. 

Wazul Huq. 

Ilaeein Askari. 

Shah Shnmvafiuth Hassein. 

Baku Gopalchandra Sarakara. 

„ Atulyacharana Mai like. 

And others. 

Moulavi TVahi ud-din being voted to the Chair the following 
resolutions were unanimously passed. 

( That the proposed Education Policy of Government of 
India withdrawing State eid fiom English institution* of the 
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country is detrimental to tho progress and intellectual advance 
ment of the natives ot India. 


2. That in the present state of native society hi general and 
that of Behar in particular English Education is the only means 
of elevating the people intellectually, socially, and morally, and 
towards this end the aid of the State is essentially necessaiy. 

3. That a memorial praying for the continuance of the 
present Education policy of the Government of India be sub¬ 
mitted to tlie Secretary of State for India and for that purpose 
action be taken in unison with the British Indian Association 
of Calcutta. 

4 . That a Committee be at once organized to place themselves 
in communication with tho British Indian Association and to 
transmit to them a copy of the proceedings of this meeting. 

That a Committee consisting of the undermentioned gentlemen 
be at once organised to place themselves in communication with 
the British Indian Association and to transmit to them a copy of 
the proceedings of this meeting : Moulavi Saied Wahi-ud-din, 
Navaratna Mallicka, Vraja Mohana Thakura. 

(Sd.) Wahi-ud-din, 
Chairman , 


JAM ALP UR AND MONQHYR. 

XLII1 

To 

Babu Joteendro Mo iiun Tagore 

Honv. Secy. British Indian Association, 

Calcutta. 

Sir,— With reference to the notice in the Hindoo rairiot 
of 27th June 1870, and previous i*auo.* regarding the meeting 
of the native inhabitants of Bengal to be held in the Town Hall 
on Saturday the 2nd instant the undersignedJBuigali resident;* 
of Monghyr . nd Jamalpur beg leave to convey to you our 
deep sense of regret and in consequence of onr inability to 
at .tnd the me*, ting. Nevertheless we beg hereby to record for 
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the information of the meeting our humhle absent to the 
propriety of memorializing His Grace the Secretary of State for 
India on the object of the proposed withdrawal of State assistance 
from English education in this country and authorize you to 
make use of this letter if necessary. 

We have the honor to be 
Sir 

Your most Obdt. servant, 
Poorlub Churn Mozoomdar, 
and 170 others. 


Jamalpur, 

\st July, 1870. 


TIRITUT. 

XLIV 

Proceedings of a meeting of the Native Community ol 
MozufTarpurJicid on the 3rd August, 1870. 

Syed Alii Kooli Khan.— Chairman. 

Roy Nundi Pot Muhta Bahadoor,— Vice-Chairman. 

The Chairman opened the meeting. He spoke a few words 
expressing his opinion on the proposed withdrawal from or cur¬ 
tailment of Government support of English Education and 
dwelt on the disastrous tendency of such measure. 

The Chairman was followed by BabuKadar Nath Banerjee, the 
load- r of the MozutFarpoor bar, who spoke in Urdu. The speech 
throughout was animated. He expounded to the audience the Re¬ 
solution of Government of India, of the 31st of March last, and 
stated that many seemed lo labor under an erroneous impression 
that it was the intention of the Government to eradicate English 
Education from the land. The speaker said that this was a great 
mistake. The Government only proposed the increase of 
schooling fees and the withdrawal of scholarships and other 
grants. 
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TfC. Babii olisgived that the greatest danger to be apprehended 
from the execution of the measure, was the threatened vm1- 
■b-iiv.-.d of Government aid from 'High English education, tw 
result of which would most unciupstionahly he the closing of the 
English Schools and Colleges. Such a result, would he most 
disastrous to tlie future education of India’s children. 

There woro some persons under an impression that it wou i 
not he a matter of much consequence if these colleges and 
schools were abolished, when the Government has resolved to 
impart and supply tlio best education through the medium of 
the Vernacular, and such education again as will entitle the 
people to all the honors and benefits which they now enjoy 
as the fruits of high English education. This ho considered a 
melancholy error. Government does licit intend any such thing, 
and no such thing is practicable. Tho education Government 


intends to give to the masses by means of the Vernacular would 
be purely elementary or primary. This education is for tlm 
benefit of tho poorest classes of the natives of the country, for 
menial servants --shoemakers—carpente: a and the entire rural 
population. It is certainly a matter of much ivjoining that 
Government &sires tho diffusion of the light of know lodge among 
tho masses, but ought it to follow that high class education must 


be retarded, and our future prospects blasted, because the masses 
must be enlightened ] And the Government for the support of 
this species of education is about to levy a cess, let this r.oss 
accumulated be applied to tlio purpose for which it is intended, 
and lot the Government defray the expenses of High English 
education os it hm hitherto liberally been doing. 

The relationship in which the Natives bland to tho ( o\ cmuniifc 
is a dear one, if is a • ihi*- relationship sitbissung between a lather 
and his children, and the Indian Government in all iU phases 
is a paternal onrg therefore ai children if they were to m-pvtl 
consistently with propriety ngainst on order t command which 
they believed would tend to injure their future prospects, thrvo 
v.n*■; no fear of being vi'itod with displeasure, though komo 


mistakenly consider that a proto however r« -pcciful i-i tan In, 
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^ to flagrant disobedience- The Babu was of opinion that 

the tithe had come when they ought as suppliants to lay their 
grievances before tho Government truthfully, and honestly 
and abide by its decision. Should it be favorable to their views, 
it would be to them a source of perennial happiness, if other¬ 
wise, they had only as becomes obedient and grateful children 
uninurmurringly to accept what is given to them. 

Babu Gopalchunder Das:-, Deputy Collector and Deputy Magis¬ 
trate of this District, then rose and addressed the meeting in 
Urdu which lie spoke with remarkable purity. One could 
scarcely say from his fluency and the style of his address whether 
ho was a Bengali or a Hindoostani. He dwelt on the salient 
points of the Government Resolution, and practically illustrated 
the advantage of English education by noticing the nrcendanoy 
the Bengalis had over the Beharia in filling places of honor and 
i caponsibility owing to their familiarity with the English lan¬ 
guage, and their proficiency in it. He said that while scarcely 
a Be-hari was appointed to any respectable post in the Metropolis 
of Bengal, several Bengalis held most important situations in 
B*har, snatching them away as it Avere from under the very 
noses of the Behans. The speaker concluded by remarking, that 
if the Government resolution were carried cut to the letter by 
imparting merely elementary instruction to the masses, to the 
sacrifice of high-class English education, th£ higher classes would 
have nothing better in prospective than the satisfaction of behold¬ 
ing thoir son > a flock of Jahils. 

At this ri.ngo of the proceedings a petition iu Hindi was pre¬ 
sented to the meeting by the members of the Pharma Sumaj. J( 
describe-) the benefits of education, ' specially English education, 
whoco blessings are felt all over the land, and ends with a 
prayer that it may not be sacrificed to the vernacular, that it 
may go hand in hand with the Sanscrit, because it would he 
materially useful to the Sanscrit student when passing hist 
University Entrance Examination. 

P.iboQ, Bhooputy Roy, Subordinate Judge of the District, roso 
aivl made a jshort speech iu Urdu. He spoke much lo the same 
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Effect as tlie preceding speakers, *’Kakoos Kadamalh and Copal 

Clnmdoi*. 


The Rev. Mr. Greenfield next, rose and said that if he were 
not an Englishman lie would have wished to he one that night, 
and at that moment, for he felt a peculiar, and inexpressible 
pleasure to find that tlie language of Ins country, its arts and 
sciences were so highly spoken of, so worthily appreciated, so 
warmly commended, and their benefits so fully comprehended 
by an alien race; a race whose language, manners, customs and 
ways of living, and whose religion were quite dissimilar to those 
of his own nation. 

The speaker then went into the Government resolution. 
He was of opinion that it was not fully understood, and by a 
variety of arguments endeavoured to show it was fraught with 
much good, and well might, it accord with the spirit of (ho times 
That the Government in encouraging the advancement of verna¬ 
cular education among the masses, though at the expense c-f high 
class English education, had apparently at heart the univv. *.d 
benefit or India. That the withdrawal or curtailment of s!.-'v 
aid, and a further enhancement of Schooling fees in / glo. 
Vernacular institutions under Government patronage be¬ 

thought the best means it could adopt, for the furtherance of its 
object, the improvement of India. I lutt tho nati - • * having * > 
make high class English Education a business of ilmirown, 
would l>e nr no eager than heretofore to giv*- it givatoi encour- 
•agomenfc, and that Urn respectable and wealthy among them 
would mly bo too glad to support their - .mnUymoa as the raw 
i.t in England by bestowing endowment., for the mamtenaius. 
oftlio.se Kdimatioiuil institutions which uow receive ns i 'nee 
from Government. Tho Uovd. Gentleman was answered by Uabu 
Ehib Glmmha Chatterjre r. a. b. l., and E'boo Poonm Churuler 
Milter n. a u n.,b»th Graduates of the Gdcuttu tdnive*: uy. 
Lfo seamed to forget that there were many Englishmen both in 
England and in this country, who bed mad ed< nation th* i' - 
titndy, and who considered iL the duty of the Stutc to promote 
liberal education. 
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kd^-Tkibu Poorno Chimder Hitter shewed how English Education 
was of a reproductive character from the publication of original 
works in Bengali, and translations of English works which . re 
daily issuing from the native presses;—as also from the 
establishment of numerous Vernacular Schools under the 
grant-in-aid system by educated natives, who feel naturally 
desirous to communicate their knowledge to. their less fortunate 
countrymen. 

Mr. Lingham, a distinguished member of the Moznfferpore 
bar, very ably advocated the cause of English education /(md 

argued how necessary it was for the elevation of the 1 'native 

♦ 

races 

The night having far advanced it was thought time to wind 
up, ..hen Balm Kadar Nath Banerjec on behalf of his friends, 
and of the native community heartily thanked the assembly 
for having condescended to honor the meeting with their 
presence. 
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There was < grand meeting of the inhabitants of this place 
iir-ld on the 10th instant in tbe Government School House for 
discussing the Education Question. The meeting commenced 
in the afternoon and broke up at about 4 o’clock r. m. The 
^ .th.-' ing composed of all classes of the respectable inhabitants 
v/ . . ^ >ylarg ‘, outside the house the crowd was great. The 
, Siting was presided over by Babu Dev Coonmr Singh, one 
p J} ,i foremost and enlightened Zemindars of the District, who 
r . !,o a Commissioner of the Cbuprnh Municipality, a Member 
of the Charitable Dispensary and Local Committee of Public 
Lr-d ruction. 

Baba ‘Dev Coomnv Singh opened the meeting by thanking 
: Lo meeting for selecting him chairman and briefly stated the 
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object of tlie demonstration. Balm lveshnb Lall Chose of llid 
Sumn bar, Secretary to the Chuprah Association, rose and spoke 
in Urdu dwelling on the advantages of English education, and 
on the propriety of memorializing the Government of Bengal 
and his Grace the Secretary of State for India against the anti- 
English education policy of the^ Government. lie addressed 
the meeting for about ail hour and read a draft Memorial, 


similar to the one prepared by the British Indian Association at 
Calcutta. 

Moulvie Sucldakut Hossain, Shcristadar of the Judge’s Court, 
a leading and learned member of the S hcccih Sect, stood up and 
said that he fully concurred with the speaker, and expressed 
his great regret on hearing that some of his Mahomedan 
countrymen were disposed to arrest the progress of English 
education and to establish only the V eruacular, in which they 
\V‘m wrong, and will repent for ever and that tlioj arc not real 
friends to the country and its people.' 

Moonshce Furzanad Ali. a first class pleader and a leading 
member of the S00/1710 Sect, said that ho also fully concurred 
with the second speaker. 


Moul vie Mustumsur Billah, Head-Master ol the Chuprah 


TrainingSchool, and;a very burned and respectable Mahomedan 
gentleman rose and said that those, who wished to give the 
people a high education in the Vernacular language forgot that 
such education could not be complete through the medium of that 
language alone. 

Next rose Babu Toulseeporshad, the Judge’s head-clerk, who 
seconded the Mdulvio’s views and explained the benefits that 
would bo derived from English Education. 

lastly Moorishco Hecralall the Government pleader and a 
very reapoctablo Zemindar and a leading member of UlO 
Jlottab Kayest Scot— rose and dwelt on benefits of Em.;d,ii 
Education and cited himself ns an example, for allfeia ohihben 
were being educated in the English language. Ilun 
Keshub Lall Ghoso the Secretary r<v,e and asked tin- g ucr.d. 


opinion of the meeting to memorial Ling I he G0u.1um.ei1l vt 
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and the Secretary of State for India agaiu.it the new 
education policy of the Government 1 


On this the whole meeting lifted up their hands and the motion 
was unanimously carried. Then the Secretary submitted the 
second Resolution. That a Select Committee be appointed to 
consult about the draft of the memorial presented and read out 
by the Secretary. Baboo Prosono Coomar Singh Sheristadar of 
Hie Magistracy seconded the motion and it was agreed that a 
Select Committee be appointed comprising the President, Secre¬ 
tary, Moonshee Furzanad Ali; and Heeralall, Moulvies Suddakut 
Hossain and Moastomsur* Bollahs, Babus Monohur Mookerjee 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon, N- coorChundcr Banerjee,Court In ipector, 
Toolsheporsbad Judge’s Head Clerk, and Prosono Coomar 
Singh Members. 


The Secretary next submitted the 3rd resolution for circulafin g 
the Urdu petitions for collecting the signature of all classes of 
the people—after being translated into English and printed on 
parchment. Moulvie Suddakut Hossain seconded it and the 
motion was agreed to. 


The Secretary then submitted the 4th resolution that printed 
memorials be forwarded to the Governments of Bengal, und 
India and the Secretary of State for India, the Pal mi Committee, 
British Indian Association, Calcutta, and to Babu Kcshtib Chun' 
der Sen, London. 


Moonshee Furzanad Ali seconded the motion, which was 
agreed to. 

The Secretary then submitted the 6fh resolution for a similar 
meeting against the Income Tax, the majority being in favor of 
the motion it was carried. 


The Secretary then moved that the thanks of the nneting 1 
given to jL.hr Ch »iiman. lliibu Monohiu Mookerjee seconded tlr 
motion, wliich was carried by acclamation. 
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To 


The Honorary Secretary 


British Indian Association, 

Calcutta. 


Sir, -L have the honor fco forward herewith a copy of the 
proceedings of a meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of 
Balasore held on tho 2Gth Instant for the information of tho 
British Indian Association and for being, placed before their 
general meeting to be held on the 2nd proximo and to request 
that you will be good enough to communicate with the Secretary 
of the Balasore Committee in all matters in respect to the pro¬ 
posed movement. 


I have the Honor to be, 


Sir, 


Your most obedient servant, 

(Sd.) JuDCNATii Bass. 
Secretary Balasore Meeting. 


Proceedings of a general meeting of the native gentry of Bala- 
sore in pursuance of a requisition received from tho British 
Indian Association held at the house of Babu Shamanuml Bey, 
a Zemindar of the place, on Sunday the 26th June 1870. 

Baba Bholanauth Doss Civil V- and a member of tho 

British Indian Association was voted to tho Chair and Babu 
Sivonauth Shen elected as Secretary to the Meeting. 

The requisition of iho British Indian Association under which 
the meeting was held having be.on read and translated into tho 
vernacular language to the gentlemen present, and the object of 
tho meeting having been fully discussed the following resolu¬ 
tions were proposed and carried by a majority of 23 votes. 
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1. That while fully aware of the importance of Mums Educa¬ 
tion tin’s meeting consider the policy announced by the Govern¬ 
ment, of India in respect to English Education, is calculated 
to put a stop to one of the greatest blessings conferred on the 
natives of this country inasmuch as they consider that what¬ 
ever progress they have made since the advent of the British 
Government is solely due to English Education. 

2. That this meeting consider that the time has not yet ar¬ 
rived for this country, specially Orissa, to take on herself the 
entire i>u?'don of educating her children in so efficient and exten ¬ 
sive a manner as is at present done by the State, and that there¬ 
fore they consider that the withdrawal of State aid will seri¬ 
ously interfere with the progress and well-being of the nation. 

3. That this meeting appreciate the urgency and importance 
of memorializing Her Majesty’s Government in England as con¬ 
templated by the British Indian Association, and that a com- 
mitee be formed at Balasore to co-operate with that body in the 
furtherance of the object they have in view. 

4 That Baku Briudabun Chundcr Handle, a zemindar and 
merchant of Balasore, now in Calcutta, be requested to attend 
the proposed meeting of the British Indian Issociation to 
r 3present the people of this district. 

f> That a copy of the proceedings be scut to the British 
Ii.dian Association for .heir information. 

G. Tied Balms Dwarka Nath Sen, Prosonno Cooinar Gir.-.nl, 
Shamantmi Hay. Juggo Buudoo Chose, liadhusyam Doss, Gopee 
Nath Km and Judu Nath Doss be elected to compose a com- 
ruitee for the management of nil business in connection with the 
requisition, and Babu Judu. Nath Doss be then- Secretary. 

7. That a vote of thanks be given to Baku Bhamamuid Dey 
for zeal and exertions ill coins : i.>g this Meeting. 

After a vote #f thanks io the ( hair the meeting broke up. 


(Svl.) Dwauka Nautii Law, 

And others 24 natives. 
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A Grxrral meeting of the inhabitants of Cuttack having been 
convened by the President of tlie Cuttack Debating Society for 
Friday the 24th June 1870, at the request of the native members, 
to discuss the subject of tbo withdrawal of state aid from 
English Education and the advisability of passing certain 
Resolutions on the subject for submission to the general 
meeting of the inhabitants of Bengal to bo held in Calcutta 
on the 2nd proximo, among those present were the undermen¬ 
tioned gentlemen: 

T. Kirkwood Esq., C. S. (President of the Cuttack Society) 
in the chair, T. E. Rave ns haw Esq., C. S. (Commissioner of 
Orissa), W. C. Taylor Esq., R. V. Stoney Esq., J. Campbell 
Esq,, C. E. (Executive Engineer, Pooreo Irrigation), Baboo 
Juggomohun Roy, Koilash Chunder Ghoso, H.u ikrishha Doss, 
Woma Churn Haidar, Chundi Churn Banerjee, Rnjkrislma 
Mukerji M, A. B. L., Dwarka Nath Clmckerbutty, Tarini Churn 
Mukerjca, and a largo number of other native gentlemen. 

The President on rising stated that Mr. Ruvenshaw would 
first address the meeting. 

Mr. Raveashaw then addressed the meeting in Urdu point 
ing out that though in theory it was quite right that English 
and all other Educati- n should be left to support itself, still 
in his opinion tho time for any withdrawal of state aid from 
English Education in Bengal, and especially in Orissa, where 
the native gcntlemon where less wealthy—had not yet arrived 
and that any withdrawal of state aid would in fact be tant¬ 
amount, closing a large portion of the existing English Schools 
^ and Colleges. 

Baboo Sudarsun Doss then expressed his concurrence in tho 
opinions expressed by Mr. Ravcnshaw. 

Baboo Kaltpodo Bauerjea in a lengtli* and eloquent speech 
in Uriah further discussed the subject and expressed hi, con¬ 
currence willi the previous speakers. 
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to the same effect in 


ahuo K ijkiislma Mukorjea spoke 
Bengali 

Baboo Worn a Churn ILildav speaking in Bengali expressed 
nn opinion that the Meeting should memorialize Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for India direct, rather than convey its 
opinions through the British Indian Association as lie.* 1 been 
proposed. 

The Secretary Baboo Obiimsh Chinnier Chatteijea then 
proceeded to read out certain Resolutions that had boon drafted, 
these were unanimously approved by the meeting and are given 
below : 


I. That this meeting desire to record its deep sense of the 
benefits which the people of this country generally, and of Orissa 
in particular, have derived from the study of the English lan¬ 
guage, which has infused into them new life and produced a 
marked effect upon their condition, intellectual, social, political 
aud moral. 


II. That this meeting which recognising the necessity and 
importance of Vernacular Education emphatically denies that it 
is as yet adapted to high intellectual culture, even in Bengal 
where the study and development of the Vernacular have made 
Mich rapid strides within the bust four decades. 

Ilk That in tlm opinion of this meeting the Vernaculars 
have- been chiefly emiched by the English Educated natives, and 
it would appear that if the study of the English language wero 
neglected the Vernacular literature would be the first thing to 
Mifiir. 

IV. That in the opinion of this meeting, the cost of the 
adminisu i tion of the country, would be much increased, fcho 
burdens upon the people much heavier, mid the difficulties in 
the way of suitors in the Law Courts still more berioua, if 
justice were administered in this country through tlio medium 
of interpreted cvidcnccpftud translated proc Mings in the absence 
of thi* cheap but efficient native agency, which English Educa¬ 
tion has called into existence. 
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That in the opinion of this meeting any Government 
measure, which would propose to divert the money now spent 
upon English Education, to other objects and throw the whole 
charge thereof upon students, would result in the closure of many 
of the Government schools and colleges, a large portion of tho 
students in those institutions being of a class by no means 
wealthy. 



VI. That this meeting while most, earnestly deprecating with¬ 
drawal or diminution of State aid to English Education by no 
means under estimates the value of Vernacular Education lor 
tho masses of the people—a subject now engaging the attention 
of Government. This meeting would be sorry to see progress 
in the direction of Vernacular Education retard advancement of 


the higher English school. 

VII. That a copy of the foregoing Resolutions bo forwarded 
to the Secretary to the British Indian Association for submission 
at tho general meeting of the inhabitants of Bengal to bo held at 
the Town Hall of Calcutta on the 2nd proximo. 

A. discussion then arose on Baboo M onia Churn Haidar , 
suggestion of a memorial. Mr. Ravenshaw express- d his opi¬ 
nion, that the two things should bo kept distinct. The pie-un 
meeting should convey its opinion to the British Indian Assort 
alien lor expression at the general meeting to bo held in Calcutta 
mi the 2nd proximo. The memorial to tho Secretary oi State, 
should take a much more general form and should be supported 
by signatures from Balasore, Poorco, and oilier hug town, in 
ihe Province. He would bo happy ?o forward any such memorial 
to Government through his ofiice. 

Tho President concurred in tho opinion expressed by Mr. 
Ravenshaw and the meeting after expression g s com inu n 
broke up, with a vote <>f thanks to the chair. 


POORER. 

XLVJII 

At a meeting of tho gentlemen of Poorea held on the 
2 bill June 1*70 for discu-oing the pit sent Educational y cii'.y 
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!ie Government of India, as announced in the supplemen 
to the Calcutta Gazette of the 7th ultimo, it was resolved. 

1 st. That the present state of this country, especially of the 
province of Orissa being not such as to afford ample funds for 
superior education, independent of State aid, beginning a3 it is 
to appreciate very faintly the importance of such education, 
the new Educational policy of the Government of India would 
be highly detrimental to the interests of this country. 

2nd. That while this meeting fully sympathises with the 
views of Government regarding the Education of the masses 
it cannot but express its regret that that would be afforded at 
the sacrifice of higher Education upon which the rise and 
progress of this country so much depend, and which in the long 
run would be a very durable and effective means of realizing the 
end the Government has in view, inasmuch as liberally educated 


youths would never lese sight of the interests of their brothers 
of the lower class, who are already beginning to benefit from 
the exertions of their liberally educated countrymen. 


3 rd. That this meeting is fully aware that the scale of 
fees now prevalent in our Schools and Colleges is already tc r » 
high for the people of this country to meet, and is almost on 
a p;*r with those in England, by far a richer country, and 
that therefore any further enhancement of them would lead to 
the daph rable result cf the closing of many a School and 
College against middle class youths who compose the main 
strength of those Institutions. 


4th, That tins meeting owing to the abov* considerations 
jgol it, a duly to memorialize His Grace the Secretary of SUti 
Jor Indin, through the British Indian Association for discount 
u: : ...g the pioposed Educational policy of the Government, 
of India. 

5tli. That a Committee of the following gentlemen be c%t* 

. d with Baboo Grish Chunder Chatlcrjea as Secretary for con. 
jnui.ieating with the British Indian Association, and i 
...xrr.'n v out any measures ".hhh will be deemed expedient 
regarding the present question : 
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Ham Pass Chaltravarty 
Govinda Cliunder Mahapatter 
Klietter Mohun Bose 
Sreenath Boso 
JSTibya Nun do Hass 
Hurry Hur Hass 
Siva Misra 

Kalianta Narain Has3 
Grish Cliunder Cliatterjea B. L. Secretary. 

6 t l, That a copy of the above resolutions be forwarded to 
the Secretary to the British Indian Aaaoc.al.on. 

Gnisn Cn under Ciiattf.iuea, 

Secretary- 
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Resolutions passed at a meeting of the Native Literary Soc.cty 
Jt Mogul Serai, held on the 21st June 1S70. 

i That tiro Education policy of Government in willidrawing 
■U ,M from the State Colleges and thereby increasing the cost ol 
English Education will check the rising progress ol Benga. and 
-“ ,1s civilization and learning many a year back. 

- ' That barring a few individuals, the rich men being apalbc 
towards education and the middle classes being tlSsa who 
••hivily resort to Colleges, the present policy ol Government ha. a 
'I. mU :„cy to injure those who are not at all in a po.rt.on to cchn 
Mo their sons at an enhanced cost. 

It That whilst taking every possible step towards the spread 
„ .. M-naeular Education among the masse., it » on 

" .emmenUo allow the tide of progn ss »r How . >«1") •* 

a a by giving full tiHCurng.mint to log1ni.duv.iUM. 
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4 That the stoppage of High English Education will be 
detrimental to the cause of good Government inasmuch as it will 
deprive our Rulers of die assistance of servants of India, either 
officers of the_realm or as advisers in the’ Council Chamber. 




